
Grove Road Primary School

Science
Influential Scientists

‘’If I have seen further than others, it is because I have
stood on the shoulders of giants’’ (Isaac Newton)

At Grove Road we believe it is important to celebrate the contributions,both past and
present, of a diverse range of scientists. We understand that our scientific

understanding has been built through incredible imagination and by building on what
those before us have achieved. Through looking at a range of scientists, pupils at

Grove Road will leave having experienced a wide range of ideas and ways of
thinking. Science is our past, present and future and it is for everyone. It exists in

laboratories, outer space and our day to day. By understanding this, we hope that all
Grove students will see themselves as scientists.
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Year One

Tom Haddon Monty Don

● Tom was born in 1980
● Farmer
● Grew up surrounded by nature on the family

farm in Cambridgeshire
● Studied Natural Sciences at University
● After working in sales for 10 years, Tom

returned to run the family farm
● Tom grows arable crops such as wheat, barley

and rapeseed
● He also keeps cattle, sheep and chickens
● His aim is to inspire, engage and educate

young people, not only about the journey from
farm to fork, but also the ever changing,
diverse agricultural industry.

● Montagu Denis Wyatt Don OBE VMH (born
George Montagu Don; 8 July 1955

● He is a British horticulturist, broadcaster, and
writer who is best known as the lead
presenter of the BBC gardening television
series Gardeners' World.

● Born in Germany and raised in England, Don
studied at Magdalene College, Cambridge,
where he met his wife.

● In 1989, Don made his television debut as a
regular on This Morning with a gardening
segment, which led to further television work
across the decade including his own shows
for BBC Television and Channel 4.

● Don published his first of over 25 books, in
1990. Between 1994 and 2006, Don wrote a
weekly gardening column in The Observer.

● In 2003, Don replaced Alan Titchmarsh as
the lead presenter of Gardeners' World

● Don has written and produced several
garden series of his own; the most recent
was Monty Don's Adriatic Gardens which
aired in 2022.
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Year Two

Samuel Ryder Lonnie G Johnson

● Ryder was born (24 March 1858) at
Walton-le-Dale near Preston, Lancashire.

● Ryder first worked at a shipping firm in
Manchester, and then for his father, whose
business has expanded to include a Nursery,
florist, and seed merchant.

● In the 1890s, Samuel Ryder started to sell
packets of seeds through the post, priced at
one penny each. He started selling from his
home in St Albans

● The packets would be posted each Friday so
that his customers, working men, would receive
them for their time off on Saturday afternoons.
The business grew rapidly and Ryder became
wealthy.

● The art deco seed hall is now a Café Rouge
restaurant. He established a separate herb
business, Heath and Heather, with his brother

● Lonnie George Johnson (born October 6, 1949)
is an American inventor, aerospace engineer, and
entrepreneur, whose work includes a U.S. Air
Force-term of service and a twelve-year stint at
NASA, where he worked at the Jet Propulsion
Laboratory.

● He invented the Super Soaker water gun in 1989,
which has been among the world's best selling
toys ever since

● Johnson holds more than 250 patents, most of
which are for his Super Soaker.

● Johnson was awarded the Air Force Achievement
Medal and the Air Force Commendation Medal.
He received several awards from NASA for his
work in spacecraft system design at the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory

● In 2015, the Super Soaker was inducted into the
National Toy Hall of Fame.

Eugine Clark Charles Macintosh

● Eugenie Clark (May 4, 1922) popularly known
as The Shark Lady, was an American
ichthyologist known for both her research on
shark behaviour and her study of fish

● Clark was a pioneer in the field of scuba diving
for research purposes.

● In addition to being regarded as an authority in
marine biology, Clark was popularly recognized
and used her fame to promote marine
conservation.

● Charles Macintosh FRS (29 December 1766 –
25 July 1843) was a Scottish chemist and the
inventor of the modern waterproof raincoat.

● Charles devoted his spare time to science,
particularly chemistry,

● The Mackintosh raincoat is named after him.
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Year Three

William Gilbert James Wong

● William Gilbert (24 May1544 – 30 November
1603),also known as Gilberd.

● He was an English physician, physicist and
natural philosopher.

● He is remembered today largely for his book De
Magnete (1600).

● A unit of magnetomotive force, also known as
magnetic potential, was named the Gilbert in
his honour.

● Often considered the father of electrical studies.
● He concluded that a compass needle points

north–south and dips downward because Earth
acts as a bar magnet.

● The first to use the terms electric attraction,
electric force, and magnetic pole,

● James Alexander L. S. Wong (born 26 May
1981) is a British ethnobotanist, television
presenter and garden designer.

● He is best known for presenting the
award-winning series Grow Your Own Drugs
and the BBC and PBS series Secrets of Your
Food, as well as being a panellist on the Radio
4 series Gardeners' Question Time.

● Wong is also a regular reporter on the hit BBC
One rural affairs series Countryfile

● He has become a four-time Royal Horticultural
Society RHS medal winner at the Chelsea
Flower Show and the Hampton Court Palace
Flower Show.

Anjana Khatwa Mary Anning

● Dr Anjana Khatwa is an Earth Scientist
specialising in bringing stories about the origins
and formation of natural landscapes to life

● Anjana appeared as a ‘super-contributor’ on
BBC Four’s three-part series, Beach Live,
where she was the show’s resident geologist
expert, engaging audiences with her insight and
knowledge about geology and fossils.

● She is an established learning professional and
has a highly regarded international reputation
as an expert on Earth Science and World
Heritage education.

● Mary Anning (21 May 1799 – 9 March 1847)
● An English fossil collector, dealer, and

palaeontologist who became known around the
world for the discoveries she made in Jurassic
marine fossil beds in the cliffs along the English
Channel at Lyme Regis in the county of Dorset
in Southwest England.

● Anning's findings contributed to changes in
scientific thinking about prehistoric life and the
history of the Earth.
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Year 4

George Cuvier Walter Rothschild Jagjit Singh Sahota

● Jean Léopold Nicolas
Frédéric, Baron Cuvier 23
August 1769 – 13 May
1832), known as Georges
Cuvier

● A French naturalist and
zoologist, sometimes
referred to as the "founding
father of palaeontology"

● Cuvier was a major figure in
natural sciences research in
the early 19th century and
was instrumental in
establishing the fields of
comparative anatomy and
palaeontology through his
work in comparing living
animals with fossils.Natural
Historian.

● He convinced a sceptical
scientific world of the reality
of species extinction.

● He used comparative
anatomy, a science he
pioneered, to reconstruct
extinct animals.

● He established from
drawings that a fossil he
named pterodactyl was a
flying reptile.

● His name is one of the 72
names inscribed on the Eiffel
Tower.

● Lionel Walter Rothschild
born on 8 February 1868
and died on– 27 August
1937)

● British banker, politician,
zoologist and soldier, who
was a member of the
Rothschild family.

● At the age of seven, he
declared that he would run
a zoological museum and,
as a child, he collected
insects, butterflies and
other animals.

● Among his pets at the
family home in Tring Park
were kangaroos and exotic
birds.

● At its largest, Rothschild's
collection included 300,000
bird skins, 200,000 birds'
eggs, 2,250,000 butterflies
and 30,000 beetles as well
as thousands of specimens
of mammals, reptiles and
fishes. They formed the
largest zoological collection
ever amassed by a private
individual.

● Rothschild opened his
private museum in 1892. It
housed one of the largest
natural history collections in
the world and was open to
the public.

● Jagjit Singh Sahota, known
as Jag, was born in Punjabi
in India in 1981

● When he was 4 and a half
years old his family moved to
the UK

● He was baptised as a Sikh.
● Jag’s father worked in the

Ford factory in Dagenham.
● Jag’s favourite subjects at

school were geography,
maths and science.

● Jag is an electrician.
● Uses a lot of scientific ideas

within his field.
● Instals electrical circuits in

homes and buildings.
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Year 5

Ruth Benerito Rachel Carson Torben Vestergaard Frandsen
Dr Moshe Frommer

● Ruth Benerito (1916–2013)
● She saved the cotton

industry with her discovery of
a method for creating
wrinkle-resistant cotton. By
attaching organic chemicals
to cotton fibres.

● Benerito and her team made
cotton fabric not just wrinkle
resistant but also stain and
flame resistant.

● Rachel Louise Carson (May
27, 1907 – April 14, 1964)

● An American marine
biologist, writer, and
conservationist whose
influential book Silent Spring
(1962) and other writings are
credited with advancing the
global environmental
movement.

● Carson began her career as
an aquatic biologist in the
U.S. Bureau of Fisheries,
and became a full-time
nature writer in the 1950s.

● Creators of LifeStraw
● LifeStraw is an invention that

could become one of the
greatest life-savers

● It is a 25cm long, 29mm
diameter, plastic pipe filter
and costs just a few dollars.
It is a low-cost water
purification tool with a
lifetime of 700 litres.

● Lifestraw has emerged from
work designed to make
water filters capable of
safeguarding against Guinea
Worm

Galileo Katherine Johnson Newton

● Galileo di Vincenzo
Bonaiuti de' Galilei; 15
February 1564 – 8 January
1642), commonly referred to
as Galileo

● An Italian astronomer,
physicist and engineer

● Galileo was the first scientist
to prove that in fact the Earth
and the planets revolved
around the sun.

● He was one of the first
people to examine the
heavens with a telescope.

● Katherine Johnson; August
26, 1918 – February 24, 2020

● American mathematician
whose calculations of orbital
mechanics as a NASA
employee were critical to the
success of the first and
subsequent U.S. crewed
spaceflights.

● During her 33-year career at
NASA and its predecessor,
she earned a reputation for
mastering complex manual
calculations and helped
pioneer the use of computers
to perform the tasks.

● Born - January 4, 1643 in
Woolsthorpe, England

● Isaac Newton is considered
one of the most important
scientists in history.

● During his lifetime Newton
developed the theory of
gravity, the laws of motion
(which became the basis for
physics), a new type of
mathematics called calculus,
and made breakthroughs in
the area of optics such as
the reflecting telescope.
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Year 6

Carl Linnaeus Ibn Al Haytham Darwin

● Carl Linnaeus (23 May
1707 – 10 January 1778)

● A Swedish botanist,
physician and zoologist who
created the binomial
nomenclature.

● In this system, every kind of
animal and plant is given a
name consisting of two Latin
words, for its genus and
species.

● This became used by
biologists all over the world,
so he is known as the "father
of modern taxonomy".

● Ḥasan Ibn al-Haytham, was
an Arab mathematician,
astronomer, and physicist of
the Islamic Golden Age.

● Referred to as "the father of
modern optics"

● He made significant
contributions to the
principles of optics and
visual perception in
particular.

● His most influential work is
titled Kitāb al-Manāẓir
(Arabic: المناظركتاب , "Book of
Optics"), written during
1011–1021, which survived
in a Latin edition.

● Ibn al-Haytham was an early
proponent of the concept
that a hypothesis must be
supported by experiments
based on confirmable
procedures or mathematical
evidence

● On account of this, he is
sometimes described as the
world's "first true scientist".

● Charles Robert Darwin was
born on February 12, 1809,
in Shropshire, England

● Charles Darwin was an
English scientist who studied
nature.

● He is known for his theory of
evolution by natural
selection. According to this
theory, all living things are
struggling to survive. The
living things that have the
most helpful traits for their
environment tend to survive.
These living things then
pass along their helpful traits
to their young. In this way,
animals change, or evolve,
over hundreds of years.

● He described his ideas in his
important book, On the
Origin of Species by Means
of Natural Selection (1859).

● Darwin first presented his
theory in 1858. The idea of
evolution was not new then,
but Darwin’s theory
explained how evolution
occurred.
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