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Art and Design at Grove Road

Introduction

This document outlines Grove Road’s approach to teaching Art and Design through
a thematic approach which is underpinned by National Curriculum

Purpose of study
Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A
high-quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils,
equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their
own works of art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they should be able to think
critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. They should
also know how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to
the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation.
(National Curriculum 2014)

Intent Statement
Our Art and Design Curriculum aims to
provide a broad and balanced Art and Design
curriculum that pupils from Early Years to
Year Six enjoy and that enables them to
acquire a wide range of skills and techniques
using a variety of materials. We believe every
child can find their inner artist and we
encourage them to pursue creative
expression, rather than an obsession with the
photographic image. Our goal is to teach
children to look and observe, to capture what
they can see, rather than what they think they
can see. We believe in providing children with
an artistic skill set, which they build upon as they progress through the school,
following a coherently planned and implemented curriculum. Children will also
develop their knowledge of famous artists and designers and reflect on the ways this
can influence their own work as well as the messages and intent behind the work of
great artists and cultural traditions. Our aim is to provide a curriculum that is
ambitious for all pupils whilst also being adapted and developed for those children
with special educational needs, and/or disabilities. We understand the importance of
creating positive attitudes towards Art from an early age and aim for every child to
leave Grove Road with a confidence in their own creativity.

Our Art provision is based on the National Curriculum, which is a broad and
balanced curriculum designed to ensure the progression of knowledge and skills.
The implementation of the National Curriculum at Grove Road has been given
careful consideration so that it is gradual, revisited and matched to expectations for
children's age and level of development.
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Implementation
Provision in EYFS
Here at Grove, we believe the
importance of the foundation stage and
the impact this has on their learning later
in life. It is evident in foundation stage
that through adult led sessions, key
skills are taught such as holding a
paintbrush and colour mixing.Children
are taught how to safely use and explore
a variety of materials, tools and
techniques, experimenting with colour,
design, texture, form and function.
There are a range of activities set out for
them during Child Initiated Learning in
which they explore the skills they have
learnt independently. Children use what
they have learnt about media and
materials in original ways, thinking about
uses and purposes. They represent their
own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance,
role play and stories.Sketchbooks are not used in foundation stage however their
work is documented through the use of Tapestry, an online learning journal. Work is
also valued highly as it is displayed around the classroom and in the school
corridors.
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Thematic approach
At Grove Road, we mostly deliver our Art Curriculum through a thematic approach,
using termly or half termly topics to inspire the children’s curiosity. Children are able
to build upon skills taught in the previous year and apply these in new learning.
Lessons may be linked to the termly topic but not exclusively, as it is imperative that
artistic skills are embedded within these lessons without making tenuous links.

Here is an overview of the Art themes taught from Year 1- Year 6 and where the
artistic skills are covered.

KS1

Year 1 Self-Portraits
Drawing & Line

Clay Tiles
Shape, Form &

Texture

Heath Robinson
Printing & Pattern

Year 2 Great Fire of London
Colour Mixing

Drawing & Line

Rainforests
Sculpture
Collage
Drawing

Castles
Printing

Knowledge/Art
History

Lower KS2

Year 3 Stone Age Art
Printing

Colour & Paint

Nature Art
Colour mixing &

Techniques

Knowledge/Art
History

Year 4 Pottery and Mosaics
Shape, form & Texture

Surreal Art
Drawing & Line

Self Portraits
Drawing & Line

Upper KS2

Year 5 William Morris
Printing & Pattern

Clay modelling
Tiles

Shape, Form & Texture

Alfred Wallis
Joan Miro

Techniques & Control
Mixed Media

Year 6 Conflict Art
Watercolour

Colour & Paint

Extreme Earth
Technical Aspects -
The Great Wave off

Kanagawa
Printing & Pattern

Pop Art

Civil Rights
Exploring leaders of

different artistic
movements
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Challenge Ladder
Where appropriate, the Challenge Ladder is used in Art. We recognise the
importance of breadth and depth of understanding, rather than stand alone
knowledge within each subject. Having a skill based curriculum, enables children to
become independent, curious learners who can transfer their knowledge,
understanding and skills in other parts of the curriculum and in everyday life; helping
them retain knowledge through real understanding.

The Challenge Ladder embodies the key skills children need to develop in all
subjects. It allows children’s learning to be transferable, successful, in depth and
contributes towards the spiral curriculum.

The Challenge ladder consists of steps for the children to follow in order to achieve
the skills they are working towards within a lesson or sequence. A challenge ladder
will include some/all of the steps below:

6. Assess: Form an opinion on something, evaluate.
5. Explain: Describe in more detail or explain how.
4. Compare: Similarity or difference between places.
3. Demonstrate: Draw or display your understanding.
2. Identify: Locate or find somewhere/something.
1. State: Present knowledge clearly in writing or verbally.

The children will climb these steps throughout one lesson or a unit or sequence of
lessons. Some children will work through these steps independently, whereas others
will use these steps as a scaffold for their learning. Building these skills on the
Challenge Ladder will ensure children can ‘compare’ or ‘demonstrate’ in a multitude
of subjects and curriculum areas.

Learning Environment
Displays around the school reflect coverage of the curriculum and examples of
pupils’ work. Teachers are encouraged to create current displays capturing the
Artistic skills taught throughout the term. This creates an inspiring learning
environment for the children which enables
them to immerse themselves in a particular
topic or theme.
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British Values and PSHE Links
At Grove Road, we understand that art can make a significant contribution towards
citizenship and children’s Cultural Capital. The Ofsted Framework describes Cultural
Capital as:
“The essential knowledge that pupils need to be educated citizens, introducing them

to the best that has been thought and
said and helping to engender an
appreciation of human creativity and
achievement.”
Art also provides children with
opportunities to develop PSHE skills
including confidence, resilience,
creativity and teamwork.

Enrichment
Outdoor learning opportunities for art are provided where possible to allow pupils to
explore their local environment. This includes sketching outdoors and using nature to
create art. At Grove Road, we value outdoor learning as a tool for pupils to explore
their local environment. Where possible, educational visits/visitors with links to art
will be made to develop their knowledge and understanding of their topics.

Links With The Wider Curriculum
The thematic nature of our
curriculum means that our topics
allow for cross curricular links
between many subjects. Pupils are
able to apply their knowledge from
one area to another and make
connections in their learning. Many
of our themes allow us to link art
topics with history/geography
learning, however we ensure that
skills for each subject are well
taught and developed.
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Vocabulary and Resources
Teachers promote the use of rich Artistic vocabulary to enhance pupils' knowledge
and understanding of the curriculum.

Children have access to a range of resources to support their learning and creativity
in their lessons. Subject leaders undertake audits of Art resources to ensure that
staff are able to inspire and engage pupils in Art lessons with high quality and
appropriate resources.

Intended Impact

Arts education gives children the opportunity to explore the world around them, to
learn about and appreciate their cultural heritage, to collaborate, be creative and
express themselves in ways that many other subjects don’t.

Art and design learning is loved by teachers and pupils across school. Teachers
have higher expectations and more quality evidence can be presented in a variety of
ways. All children use technical vocabulary accurately and pupils are expected to
know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified. Children
improve their enquiry skills and inquisitiveness about the world around them, and
their impact through art and design on the world. Children will become more
confident in analysing their work and giving their opinion on their own and other
works of art. Children show competences in improving their resilience and
perseverance by continually evaluating and improving their work. All children in
school can speak confidently about their art and design work and their skills.
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