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EYFS at Grove Road

Introduction

The Early Years Foundation Stage covers the development of children from birth to 5
years of age. It has a separate and distinct curriculum which allows children to learn
at their own pace, through exploring, discovering and playing. It is the basis upon
which all future learning will be built upon.

At Grove Road we have a large Early Years provision with a Nursery and two
Reception classes. All classes are led by qualified teachers and supported by
qualified and experienced staff. The Early Years is housed in a separate building with
its own enclosed and secure garden area, where the children can free flow and
expand their learning. Most children who attend our Nursery transition to our
Reception classes.

Aims

● To provide a safe and stimulating environment
● To ensure every child has the chance to join in with other children and adults

to play and learn together
● For every child to progress their learning and development by building on

what they already know and can do
● To work with parents as partners in their child’s learning and development

Intent Statement

Our curriculum is designed to recognise children’s prior learning, both from previous
settings and their experiences at home. We work in partnership with parents, carers
and other settings to provide the best possible start, ensuring each individual
reaches their full potential from their various starting points.

Our curriculum has been designed to enable children to succeed through
cooperative and collaborative learning principles. As such, there is a strong
emphasis on the Prime Areas of learning; Personal, Social, and Emotional
Development and Communication and Language, including Oracy.
At Grove Road we recognise that providing children with a language rich
environment not only improves academic outcomes, but supports a life skill to
ensure success beyond school, in life and future employment. Oracy develops
children’s thinking and understanding, which in turn promotes self-confidence,
resilience and empathy which support the child’s well-being.

Our enabling environments and warm, skilful adult interactions support the children
as they begin to link learning to their play and exploration right from the start.
We believe that high levels of engagement ensures high level attainment. We
therefore provide an engaging curriculum that maximises opportunities for
meaningful cross-curricular links and learning experiences, as well as promoting the
unique child by offering extended periods of play and sustained thinking. We follow
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children’s interests and ideas to foster a lifelong love of learning both in and outside
of school.
By the end of the Reception year our intent is to ensure that all children make good
progress from their individual starting points and are equipped with the skills and
knowledge to ensure a smooth transition into Year 1.

Implementation

● Pupils join Nursery in the September of or before their 4th birthday with flexible
sessions from one half day session to 5 full days.

● Pupils join Reception in the September of or before their 5th birthday and
receive a full academic year in Reception.

● Lessons are planned and taught by fully qualified teachers.
● We follow the EYFS statutory guidance.This framework specifies the

requirement for learning and development in the Early Years and provides prime
and specific areas of learning we must cover in our curriculum.

● The Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage states that "All
areas of learning and development are important and interconnected. Three
areas are particularly crucial for igniting children's curiosity and enthusiasm for
learning and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive".

The three prime areas are:
● Communication and Language
● Physical Development
● Personal, Social and Emotional Development

The four specific areas "through which the three prime areas are strengthened and
applied" are:

● Literacy
● Mathematics
● Understanding the World
● Expressive Arts and Design
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Our curriculum is built upon the children’s interests and fascinations. We use the
Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning, alongside the ‘Development
Matters’ and ‘Birth to 5 Matters’ as a basis for planning, monitoring and assessment.

Provision in Nursery

Nursery has a generous staffing ratio and staff are allocated key children to work
with. The staff build strong relationships with the child and their family which in turn
strengthens the school / parent partnerships.

Nursery has two large classrooms inside and a dedicated garden area which
includes a mud kitchen, a mark making shed and lots of space to explore and
discover

.

Lessons are planned with the current framework in mind, using the children’s
interests as a starting point. There are mini topics throughout each half term, based
on ideas and interests expressed by the class. The children are asked questions
they would like to answer and topics are based around this.
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Parents have flexibility in how they choose to use their 30 hrs of funded sessions.
Children can opt to stay for a whole day or for the lunch club, where the children
have the option of a fresh hot meal, cooked on-site in our own kitchens.

Provision in Reception

We have a two-form Reception intake with 60 children across two classrooms.
Although there are 2 separate classes the children receive the same opportunities,
the teachers plan together and during Child Initiated Learning (ChIL) the children are
able to mix across the 2 rooms and in the shared garden area.

Phonics is taught daily in small groups and there are additional daily inputs for Maths
and English.
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British Values in EYFS:

EYFS at Grove Road Provides:

Democracy The Rule of Law Individual Liberty Mutual Respect
and Tolerance

A code of conduct
for the school that

permeates all
subjects, including

PE.

Children are taught
to value each

other’s views and
understand that their
views are important

and mean
something.

Children are given
opportunities to vote

on activities that
happen during the

day. For example the
children can vote for
the book that they

would like to hear at
the end of the day.

Pupils are taught
about age

appropriate rules,
fairness and respect,
through a variety of

PSED activities.

Pupils learn to work
individually and in

groups. Children are
taught to understand
their own and others

behaviour and it’s
possible

consequences.

Children are taught to
understand that rules

apply to everyone.
These rules are

created in
conjunction with the

children.

Through the school
values, the children
develop a positive

self image. Through
the Characteristics

of Effective Teaching
and Learning,

children develop
their self-knowledge,

self-esteem and
increase their

confidence in their
own abilities.

Opportunities are
planned to allow

children to explore
the language of

feelings and
responsibility, reflect
on their differences
and understand we

are free to have
different opinions

Staff  encourage and
explain the

importance of tolerant
behaviours such as

sharing and
respecting other’s

opinions.

Through carefully
planned activities
such as ‘Take one
book’ week. Staff
promote diverse

attitudes and
challenge

stereotypes, sharing
stories that reflect

and value the
diversity of children’s

experiences and
provide resources
and activities that
challenge gender,
cultural and racial

stereotyping.

Enrichment:

Children are provided with an enhanced curriculum with activities such as visits to
the local library and outside providers coming to school for topic enhancement
activities such as Perform drama workshops and Zoo Lab. We endeavour to provide
enrichment opportunities each term, whether it is watching a caterpillar's
metamorphosis into a butterfly or a day trip to a science museum (where Covid
restrictions allow).
When children are in their Reception year, a buddy system is set up with Year 5.
They are paired with a child from Year 5 and they meet weekly to share books or
complete collaborative activities. (where Covid restrictions allow). These bonds
continue as the children move to year 1 and year 6, allowing them to foster
friendships and support from each other.
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Getting to know the children:
Prior to children starting with us, staff spend time speaking to the child’s parents and
previous settings to gain an understanding of the whole child and where they are at.
During the first half term in Nursery or Reception, all staff use ongoing assessments,
observations and conversations with the child to develop a baseline assessment.
This identifies each individual’s starting points in all areas so we can plan
experiences to ensure progress. This allows every child to make progress at a rate
that is accessible to them.

Reception Baseline Assessment:
In September 2021 the Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA) became statutory.
This assessment focuses on ‘Language, Communication and Literacy,’ and
‘Mathematics.’ The assessment is an informal activity which allows the teacher to
work with the children on a 1:1 basis, gaining an understanding of each child’s
unique starting point with regards to number and communication, language and
literacy. The children engage with ‘hands on’ activities once they are settled in their
new classes.The purpose of this is to track the progress children make from
Reception until the end of KS2.

A Wellcomm assessment is also carried out during the baseline period in Nursery to
identify children’s language and communication skills level. This assessment informs
us if the child is at expected for their age, requires intervention, or needs to be
referred for specialist support.
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Ongoing Observation:
All ongoing observations are used to inform weekly planning and identify children’s
next steps. Child led observations are uploaded using Tapestry and shared with the
supporting parents and carers and examples kept in individual files.
In Reception, Adult Led work is assessed against our Independent, Supported, Peer
and Group Learning Question.This is used as an ongoing assessment of each child’s
progress.

Assessment:
Phonic assessments are carried out every half term to ensure children are making
expected progress from their individual starting points. Our aim is for children to
‘keep up’ rather than ‘catch up’ where possible through daily intervening  with
children who have not met the learning objective for the lesson. Pre-teaching is used
for children who are identified as needing additional support in a lesson, vocabulary
is shared and methods are revisited prior to the lessons beginning for the week.

Assessments are completed three times per year using HfL trackers, whereby the
Class Teacher updates the progress children have made. In Summer Term 2, the
EYFSP is completed where teachers judge whether the child has met each of the 17
ELGs. From June 2022 they will be assessed as either ‘emerging’ or ‘expected.’

Transition
At Grove Road it is important that each child has a smooth transition from EYFS to
Key Stage 1. The children have opportunities to meet their new teachers and
thorough handover meetings, ensures that every child is known to them. The
principles of the EYFS are taken through into year 1, allowing the children to
continue the Child Initiated Learning in the afternoons for the first term, ensuring the
transition is as smooth as possible for every child.

Intended Impact

At Grove Road when children leave the Early Years team, our aim is that all children
are ready for school and have the knowledge and skills needed to continue to make
good progress. Our children build a love of books and they enjoy listening to familiar
stories, rhymes and songs and are able to respond with understanding to them. We
want children to be able to articulate what they know, using vocabulary that has been
developed through the use of quality texts and careful questioning.

At Grove Road children gain a solid understanding of early mathematical concepts,
being able to explain their reasoning and solve problems verbally. Provision ensures
that pupils have access to a range of opportunities in real life situations to explain,
test and resolve mathematical problems including patterns, numbers, measuring and
shapes.

We have a large outdoor area where children can use gross motor skills, allowing
them to be physically active in their play, developing their physiological,
cardiovascular and motor skills with good control and coordination. As children move
from Reception, they will have developed the core muscles and fine motor skills to
develop their cursive handwriting skills.

We want all children to move to Year 1 as happy, safe and inquisitive learners who
can articulate what they know, and can hold thoughtful conversations with adults and
their friends.
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