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Welcome to our Autumn Term curriculum update. We would like to 
share with you some of the events and opportunities that have taken 
place this term. In addition to the more typical elements of the curricu-
lum, there have been a host of exciting events and opportunities to 
help bring the curriculum to life and make learning at Grove Road ex-
citing, relevant and stimulating.  
As well as what they learn, we are constantly helping the children to 
understand how they learn, using the four Learning Habits of Commu-
nication, Curiosity, Determination and Independence.  



Nursery 

The Puddingstone Lane Folk Band  

The Puddingstone Lane Folk Band 
came in to perform some festive tunes 
for the Nursery class. We learned 
about the instruments the band played 
and how to play them.  
The band played a whole selection of 
instruments including the violin,  
clarinet, recorder, and melodeon 
(squeeze box). We enjoyed joining in 
with the music by clapping, singing, 
dancing, and even playing our own 
percussion instruments in time with the 
music. Our favourite number was 
‘Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer!’ 

EYFS Nativity 

We had a great time preparing for our  
Nativity, ‘Shine Star Shine’. The  
children did the most amazing job, 
learning lots of songs and dances, and       
performing confidently to entertain the 
audience. Several stars were born!  

Letters to Father Christmas 

The children thought very carefully about what they would 
most like for Christmas this year. We wrote our letters,  
drawing a picture and writing our names at the bottom.   
Nursery were very excited to walk in small groups to the  
red post box to post their letters to Father Christmas. Some of 
us were only just tall enough to reach by standing on tip-toes! 



Reception 
Tring Library 

Reception were very excited to be invited to visit Tring library in November. It was a 
very soggy day but the rain didn’t dampen the children’s enthusiasm. They listened to 
the story ‘The Cave’ and every child was lucky enough to be given their own copy of 
the book to keep. There was also time to share a few books with friends before  head-
ing back to school.  

Children in Need 
The theme for this year’s children in 
need was fitness so the children all 
came to school in their sporty gear.  

Joe Wicks did a special 5 minute 
workout which the children all took part 
in, doing star-jumps, squats and      
lunges. It was hard work but everyone 
enjoyed it. 

All of the children made a Pudsey Bear 
treat with rice cakes and icing. Follow-
ing on from our work on patterns, the 
children made a spotty pattern on Pud-
sey’s eye patch using Smarties or Jelly 
tots.  

Building Blocks 
Parents with children in Reception classes were invited to 
see what ‘Learning through play’ really means. The parents 
watched a phonics and a maths lesson being taught before 
having time to take part in practical activities with their    
children.   

 Letter to Father Christmas 
We have been focusing on acts of kindness in Reception so we 
thought that Santa would like to hear about the kind and 
thoughtful things that Reception have been doing at home and 
in school. The children walked to the local postbox to post their 
letters to the North Pole.    



College Lake Teddies Bear Picnic 

We were invited to College Lake for a teddy bear picnic by Edward the Bear. He sent us a letter and 
asked us to bring our teddies along for a fun day out!   

We learnt that bears need shelter, water, air and food to survive in the wild. We played games  to 
help us remember this.  

We loved having our lunch with our teddies and making dens for them to stay safe from the rain.  

Year 1 

Waddesdon Manor 

We were really lucky to go to 
Waddesdon Manor to help 
the gardeners plant tulip and 
cyclamen bulbs.  

We learnt how to grow healthy plants.  

We also brought some tulip bulbs back to 
school and planted them with Mrs Stone.  

We are really excited about seeing them 
grow in the Spring.  



Our topic this term has been ‘London Life’. In the first half of term we focused specifically on 
the Great Fire of London. We have been learning all about what happened during the fire and 
the effect it had on people living in London. We were lucky enough to be part of a drama work-
shop and we all dressed up to look like we had come from 1666. There were lots of imagina-
tive costumes including, chimney sweeps, scullery maids and the fire itself! As part of our   
topic, we have also been learning about what London is like in the present day.  We learnt 
about bridges on the Thames and we had a go at designing and making bridges of our own 
independently, focusing on our resilience throughout the lesson!  

We are looking forward to baking some bread, just like Thomas Farriner!   

Year 2 



Year 3 

Forest School 
This year, we have been lucky enough to carry on with our forest school every Tuesday morning. The 
two classes take it in turns to spend time in the forest school and do lots of learning outdoor. We have 
lots of discussions about the seasons and the nature we are exploring. This will help Year 3 learn more 
about the importance of playing outside and protecting our environment. We have undertaken a range of   
activities, which all the children have enjoyed and engaged well with. Year 3 are always so enthusiastic 
about learning outdoors and forest school and we are excited to continue this throughout the year and 
incorporate it more into lots of our lessons! 

Ancient Egypt Day 
 Having learned all about the Ancient Egyptians, their culture and be-
liefs, this was all brought to life for the children through a variety of 
workshops run by ‘History off the Page’.   

Life in Ancient Egypt was recreated 
in the KS2 hall.  Children spent the 
morning as traders and craftsmen. 
They made lots of different Egyptian 
items including, Canopic jars out of 
clay and became apprentice        
embalmers, using their mummifica-
tion skills. 

The afternoon was a feast for Pharaoh Akhenaten and Queen Nefertiti. The 
children prepared for the banquet and then tasted Egyptian food and drink. 
They made up an Egyptian dance and acted out the story of Osiris, the wax 
crocodile that came to life when it went into the Nile. The children really enjoyed 
their Egyptian experience and were fully engaged throughout the day. It really 
was a rich and detailed learning experience, giving the children the chance to 
learn through personal involvement and hands-on activity.   



Woburn Safari Park 
This year’s visit to Woburn Safari Park by Year 4, was 
made extra special as we saw two, six week old lion 
cubs. The day started with a guided coach tour of the sa-
fari park where the children saw everything from cheeky 
Macaque Monkeys to herds of elephant and giraffe. It 
was half way through the tour that the lion cubs came into 
view, the children were asked to submit name sugges-
tions to Woburn Safari Park for each of the cubs. 

Once we were sure we had removed all of the Monkeys 
from the roof of the coach, the children were dropped off 
at the Foot Safari, where the second half of the day was 
to begin. 

Year 4 

The afternoon started with an amazing sea lion show 
with educational talk on sea-life conservation. This was 
followed by a stunning wild bird exhibition, the birds 
were very environmentally conscious -they managed to 
pick up litter and place it in a bin! The fun filled afternoon 
was completed with leaping lemurs, playful penguins 
and a fantastic collection of farm animals. 



Year 5 
Swimming 

At the beginning of this half term, Year 
5 began their swimming lessons.in the 
recently refurbished Tring Pool.  Every 
Monday, the two classes take turns 
walking over to Tring School to use the 
swimming pool facilities. There, they 
are split into three groups each work-
ing with a swimming coach.  

The children have been developing 
different swimming strokes. Any they 
already know, they have been perfect-
ing, and any they don’t know, they 
have been developing.  

All the children have been really en-
gaged and determined over the past 
few weeks. It’s been fantastic to see!  

Chocolate workshop 

On the 14th November, we were lucky enough to en-
joy a Chocolate Workshop day. We learnt all about 
the process of how chocolate is made, from bean to 
bar, and the importance of supporting Fairtrade pro-
grams. We got the opportunity to make our own 
chocolates and thought carefully about how all our 
senses  can impact our enjoyment of food.  We also 
learnt about packaging which was really helpful 
when developing our own products for our cookie 
sale! 

Cookie Sale 

As the culmination of an entire half term’s work, Year 5 put together a very successful cookie 
sale. The teams had to be creative in order to create a unique product they could sell, working 
hard on their collaborative skills to ensure success. Each team came up with their own product 
concept and marketing designs, to produce a final product along with packaging. Each team 
took charge of their own stalls and provided a high level of customer service.  The event was 
very successful with both classes making over £100 profit each. The money will be used to part 
fund our next enrichment activity.  



Church Remembrance Visit 
On the 8th November Year 6, and a few willing helpers, walked 
to St Peter and St Paul’s Church on Tring High Street, to place 
our beautifully handmade wreaths on the War Memorial.  

We also visited the church and explored other  memorials within 
the building and learnt more about the names which have been 
added to the memorial this year. The children conducted them-
selves incredibly well and paid their respects with a 2 minutes 
silence as they added the wreath to the memorial. Year 6 have 
learnt why it is important to the community to mark Remem-
brance.   

Year 6 

RAF Hendon 

On 28th November, as apart of the WWI 
and WWII topic, Year 6  visited the RAF 
Museum in Hendon. The children were 
enthralled by the variety of planes availa-
ble to see. We had a fabulous time at the 
collection handling workshop and particu-
larly enjoyed the WWI hangar.  

This trip had a huge impact on Year 6 and 
their understanding of the Battle of Britain 
and its importance to the success of the 
Allies winning WWII.  

Work Shadowing  

This year the children of 
Year 6 completed their work shadowing  placements 
during the Summer holidays. The children worked very 
hard to produce posters linked to the Learning Habits 
which we exhibited for Year 6 parents to come and see 
in the KS2 Hall.  



Take One Book Week 

This term, for Take One Book Week the children looked at a selection of people from the text, 
Stories for Kids Who Dare to be Different, by Ben Brooks.  

The Children all focused particularly on their aspirations for the future, and how using           
resilience and a growth mind-set can help you achieve thigs you never thought were possible. 
All year groups produced fabulous work over the week, a selection of which can be seen on 
display in the KS1 hall.  



Planetarium was selected by a record-breaking number of young judges. Over 10,600 young people 
drawn from 471 schools and youth groups from across the UK cast their votes for their favourite science 
book from a shortlist of six titles, chosen by a panel of adult judges, including author Michael Rosen and 
Royal Society Fellow Professor Sheila Rowan  

Grove Road Science Book Club helps choose the 
winner of the Royal Society’s Young People’s 

Book Prize 2019 

Pupils from Grove were lucky enough to be selected to join the judging panel for the Royal Society this 
year. Ten KS2 pupils gave their time each week to read and review each of the six books shortlisted. 
Each of the books prompted some VERY scientific discussions about topics such as dark matter, the pe-
riodic table and the concept of infinity. The group evaluated and scored the books against set criteria of 
ease of reading, interest, look and feel and inspiration.  
Our panel scored Planetarium and Kid Scientists as their favourites. So we were delighted when Plane-
tarium was announced as the overall winner when we watched the live streaming of the results event on 
13th November. The school was allowed to keep a copy of each of the books.  
 
Here are some of the review comments from our judges:  
Millie said: “Planetarium is an extraordinary book, packed full of great facts and brilliant pictures. I loved 
the page about how the universe began and the detailed and colourful drawings throughout.” 
Jessica said: “I have always liked space but now I love it. It is hard to believe it’s really all out there. I 
couldn’t put Plaetarium down.” 
Willow said: “This book is an easy and exciting read for anyone who loves space. The drawings and pic-
tures are excellent as well. I would have kept it forever. It’s a really inspiring way to show a different area 
of science.”  

The 2019 winner!!! 



Tring War Memorial 
Remembrance Sunday 2019  

On Sunday 10th November, two children and their families from Grove Road Primary School, a�ended 
the Remembrance Service at St Peter and St Paul’s Church in Tring. Olivia and Jonathon from Year 6 
laid a wreath on the memorial respresen�ng all the Primary Schools of Tring, and observed 2 minutes 
silence with the rest of the Tring community.  

We were incredibly proud of the children and the way they conducted themselves at this occasion. It 
really demonstrated that they have a clear understanding of why this �me of year is so important to 
both the Tring and  the wider Bri�sh community.  



Sports News 

Football and Netball 
We have also stated the year with the boys’ 
football and the girls’ netball showing great 
potential. The teams have demonstrated 
great skill and technique during their match-
es. We have high expectations for both 
teams in upcoming fixtures. We have won 
games and lost. The girls’ football will start 
in January and we look forward to seeing 
them representing Grove Road in the DSSN 
league. 

Cross Country 
For the past few years, the sporting calendar has been kicked off by the Cross Country event at Tring 
School. This year, 60 willing runners represented Grove Road fantastically. The weather did not treat 
us kindly but the children all gave 100% showing real determination and resilience.  
 
Both Will and Bella (Y6) claimed gold in the Year 5 & 6 races, Malachi (Y4) came first and claimed gold 
for Y3/4, while Jake (Y2) won gold in the Y1/2 race. Our other medal winners were Oliver Y1/2, Evie 
and Ellie y3/4 plus Gracie in Y5/6.  
 
A huge thanks also goes to the dedicated parents who went with our runners as helpers—hoping they 
have dried out by now!  

Multiskills 
 

On the 27th of November, we also took 20 
children from Years 1 and 2 to take part in a 
Tring Multi-Skills event where the children 
demonstrated fantastic agility, speed, strength 
and team work when competing across a wide 
range of activities. While we are yet to receive 
the final points tally, the children performed 
admirably and should be very proud of their 
efforts.  

Tag Rugby 
 

On Wednesday 2nd October 2019, Year 5 and 6     
competed in the DSSN’s Tag Rugby Tournament. 
They played against other schools in Dacorum and it 
was a fantastic opportunity for them to practise their 
skills.  One player said:  “It was definitely the best trip 
to go out on because it was a very good team working 
sport.“ We won 4 and drew 1 and I learnt a lot more 
about Rugby than I ever knew.” 
Overall, the teams had an amazing experience and 
showed great sportsmanship. They demonstrated   
collaboration respect and fairness towards others. 

Martha and Ella Yr6 

On 1st October, four Year 6 pupils (Emilie, Jonathan, Will and Martha) went to the DSSN’s Bronze Am-
bassadors training at Hertfordshire University.  

Throughout the day we were helped to understand what our responsibilities as a Bronze Ambassador 
Activity Leaders are. Also we did some athletic games to give us some ideas of what we could do at 
school. Our special guest was Linford Christie!   (Will, Johnathan, Emilie, Martha) 
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As in previous years the children in Year 6 across Tring entered the Tring Design-a-Light 
Competition, which this year had to based on the theme of Peter Pan. The children of Grove 
all produced some lovely designs and we were lucky enough to have the winning entry. Con-
gratulations to Seren for her winning Tinkerbell design. Seren also won the chance to turn on 
the light, on stage at the Tring Christmas Festival.   

Meanwhile George 
and William delivered 
the Travelling Crib to 
Long Marston. 
 
Every year the Travel-
ling Crib takes a jour-
ney to every school in 
Tring before arriving 
back at the church in 
time for Christmas.  


