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Geography at Grove Road

Introduction

This document outlines Grove Road’s approach to teaching Geography which is
underpinned by the National Curriculum expectations. This document will outline the
key concepts and themes we teach here at Grove Road and how we ensure that the
pupils develop in their understanding of the world around them.

Purpose of study A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a
curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for
the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse
places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a
deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils
progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their
understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the
formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge,
understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how
the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over
time.

(National Curriculum 2014)

Intent Statement

Our Geography Curriculum aims to provide our children with
a curiosity to learn more about the world around them.
The broad and balanced curriculum is clearly sequenced to
secure pupils’ knowledge of key geographical features at a
local, national and global level. It is designed to ensure all
pupils can make links and comparisons between contrasting
localities whilst developing their geographical skills and use
of geographical vocabulary.

At Grove Road, our Geography provision is based on the National Curriculum. It is a
spiralling curriculum, which ensures the progression of knowledge and skills has
been given careful consideration so that it is gradual, revisited and matched to
expectations for children's age and level of development.

Implementation

'A high quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity
and fascination about the world that will remain with them for the rest of
their lives.'

(DfE, 2013)
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Overview of EYFS Provision

Children are given a secure grounding in the Prime Areas of learning, ensuring they
have a good foundation on which to build through the specific areas, including
Understanding the World (The World).
Understanding of the World is about how children get to know about other people,
the place where they live and about all aspects of the environment. In the Revised
Early Years Foundation Stage, Understanding the World is broken down into three
aspects:

● People and Communities
● The World
● Technology

EYFS staff prioritise responding to children's interests and planning lessons to
engage them on these topics whilst ensuring they learn and develop appropriate
skills in these areas. These mini topics have included ‘hot and cold climates’ or
‘endangered species’ as examples.

The staff are really driven by the inquisitive minds of the children and their
questioning at this young age and aim to build on their existing knowledge. Pupils
learn a whole range of highly transferable skills values and attributes (including:
problem-solving, observation, collaboration, open-mindedness, courage, resilience,
curiosity, integrity, and a sense of what is fair and equitable) that combine to allow
them to explore and interpret the world around them.

Thematic approach

At Grove Road, we deliver our Geography Curriculum through a thematic approach,
using termly or half termly topics to inspire the children’s curiosity. Children are able
to build upon skills taught in the previous year and apply these in new learning.
Lessons are linked to the termly topic, but geographical skills are embedded within
these lessons.

Skills within these topics fall within the three main headings of the Geography
curriculum; Place and Locational Knowledge, Human and Physical Geography and
Geographical skills and fieldwork. The skills for each key stage have been mapped
out to show progression across the key stages. The themes are overarching, within
which these skills are taught.

Below is an overview of the themes taught from Year 1- Year 6 and where the
Geographical skills are covered.
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Key Stage One

Place and Locational
knowledge

Human and Physical
Geography

Geographical Skills and
Fieldwork including a

local study
Year 1 Continents, Oceans and

Seas
Naming the continents and

identifying and locating
oceans and seas.

Seasides and Coasts
Coastal areas

Where in the world do we
live?

Study of Tring and
surrounding villages

Year 2 Rainforests
Brazilian forest

Rainforests
Weather patterns and where

rainforests are located on
the globe

London Life
Local study comparing

Tring to London

Lower Key Stage Two

Place and Locational
knowledge

Human and Physical
Geography

Geographical Skills and
Fieldwork including a

local study

Year 3
South America Extreme Weather Local Study

Year 4
Comparison to European

Country
Oceans Local Study

Upper Key Stage Two

Place and Locational
knowledge

Human and Physical
Geography

Geographical Skills and
Fieldwork including a

local study

Year 5
The Americas Africa Local Study

Year 6
Eastern Europe Mountains Local Study
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Challenge ladders

Where appropriate, Challenge Ladders in our Geography
lessons to structure our learning and thinking and to rehearse
and develop key skills.
The Challenge Ladder embodies the key skills children need
to develop in Geography. It allows children’s learning to be
transferable, successful, in depth and contributes towards the
spiral curriculum.

The Challenge Ladder consists of steps for the children to
follow in order to achieve the skills they are working towards
within a lesson. A Challenge Ladder will include some/all of
the steps below:

❖ Assess: Form an opinion on something, evaluate.
❖ Explain: Describe in more detail.
❖ Compare: Similarity or difference between places.
❖ Demonstrate: Draw or display your understanding.
❖ Identify: Locate or find somewhere/something.
❖ State: Present it clearly in writing

The children will climb these steps throughout one lesson or a unit or sequence of
lessons. Some children will work through these steps independently, whereas others
will use these steps as a scaffold for their learning.

Knowledge organisers

When appropriate, we will use Knowledge
Organisers as a tool to aid and support our
Geography teaching. The use of these organisers
help to ensure that the children are clear about the
key skills they will be learning in each topic and
they can refer back to the Knowledge Organiser
during lessons for key vocabulary etc. At Grove
Road we recognise the importance of pupils
building upon existing skills and making links with
previous learning and the Knowledge Organisers will support them in achieving this.
Here is an example of the type of knowledge organiser we will use.
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Learning environment

Displays around the school reflect coverage of the curriculum and examples of
pupils’ work. Teachers are encouraged to display key vocabulary and use working
walls to show current ideas and investigation. This creates an inspiring learning
environment for the children which enables them to immerse themselves in a
particular topic or theme.

British Values and PSHE

At Grove Road, we understand that geography can make a significant contribution
towards citizenship. Geography education encourages pupils to explore how places
have been changed by the contexts and processes that have shaped them. It helps
them to understand the complex ways in which communities and societies are linked
and to appreciate the diversity of people’s backgrounds. Geography also helps
pupils to understand society better. Appreciating diversity encourages positive
relationships and shared values. It promotes tolerance and partnership, within local
and wider communities.’ Ofsted 2011

Key concepts which relate to the teaching of British Values in Geography lessons
are: understanding the physical and human characteristics of places, the
connections between places and people, interdependence, sustainability and cultural
understanding and diversity.

Outdoor learning and enrichment

Outdoor learning opportunities are provided with
geographical links where possible to allow pupils to
explore their local environment. At Grove Road, we
value outdoor learning as a tool for pupils to explore
their local environment, whilst creating memorable
experiences.

Where possible, educational visits/visitors with links to
Geography will be made to develop their knowledge and understanding of their
topics.

Links with the wider curriculum

The thematic nature of our curriculum means that our topics allow for cross curricular
links between many subjects. Pupils are able to apply their knowledge from one area
to another and make connections in their learning. Many of our themes allow for both
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History and Geography learning under one ‘umbrella’, however we ensure that skills
for each subject are well taught and developed.

Vocabulary and resources

Teachers promote the use of rich geographical vocabulary to enhance pupils'
knowledge and understanding of the curriculum.
Children have access to a range of resources to support their learning and
acquisition of knowledge in their lessons. Subject leaders undertake audits of
geography resources to ensure that staff are able to inspire and engage pupils in
geography lessons with high quality and appropriate resources.

Intended Impact

During the children’s learning journey at Grove Road, our intended impact of the
Geography Curriculum is to ensure that children:

● have a greater knowledge and understanding of
the world around them and will demonstrate a
curiosity about different places.

● secure the skills required for their age range.
● be able to compare and contrast different

locations nationally and globally using some
geographical vocabulary.

● begin to understand the wider world, the
implications we have on it and how our
behaviour can impact on our environment.

● increase their knowledge of other cultures, recognising and embracing our
diverse world.
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