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Growing and Achieving Together 
Community   Respect   Self-Belief   Ambition 

 

14/1/22 Year 1 assembly to parents 

15/1/22 Reception admissions close 

21/1 Y3 trip to Kidzania 

9/2/22 Y5 Ancient Greek Day 

14/2/22 HALF TERM 

21/2/22 INSET day—school closed 

21/2/22 Nursery admissions open 

3/3/22 World Book Day 

23/3/22 Y2 trip to Living Rainforest 

31/3/22 Y5 trip to Wildlife Park 

1/4/22 Tem finishes at 1:30pm 

22/4/22 Annual reports sent home 

19/4/22 Summer term begins 

 

 

FULL SET OF TERM DATES 

LISTED ON PAGE 4 

 

Cold Weather & Cool Classrooms 
It’s that time of year when playtimes are cold and 
muddy. So it is really important that every child 
comes to school with a coat and warm outdoor 
shoes. Some of the younger children are feeling the 
cold and might also need hat, gloves and scarf.  
The mud coming into the building is dreadful so every 
child must also have a change of shoes.  
We also want to suggest pupils layer up. Classrooms 
at the moment are on the chilly side. Rather than sit-
ting in bulky coats, a couple of layers under their uni-
form (vest, thermals, polo neck) will keep them warm 
without feeling too cumbersome. MaPac sell a really 
warm, lightweight fleece in navy that looks very 
smart. If parents prefer not to purchase additional 
items, we quite understand but extra layers need to 
be in school colours (white, black,  grey or navy) 
wherever possible. If you need help sourcing uniform 
please contact the school office.  

Miss Reeve and Miss O’Leary have been busy keeping you all    
updated on life at Grove via our Facebook page. With less access 
for parents on site, they have been uploading images to provide a 
window on Grove, in addition to the updates available to you via 
your child’s Google Stream.  
You can find us via the Facebook link on the school website. There 
are some lovely glimpses of learning and enjoyment right across the 
curriculum. If you would like to change the photograph permissions 
for your child please let us know. The school website is also packed 
with information about what and how we help the children to learn at 
Grove Road.  



Internet Use Survey  
Thank you to all those who responded to the recent  survey to explore internet access for pupils at Grove 
Road. We had over 100 parent responses which has given us a really good cross section across the 
school. Our analysis has focused on KS2 where access to the internet is most frequent. Pupils in KS2 
also completed a similar questionnaire to explore their internet  use and access.  

The vast majority (84%)  of parents  said their 
children spend less than 2 hours online each 
day. You can see below that pupils in KS2 esti-
mate their online time to be far greater.  

Pupils say they spend most time playing games 
online and watching videos which would explain 
why we are seeing most issues related to these 
activities.  

Social media use is mainly happening 
in Year5/6 and this is the year groups 
where phone ownership is highest.  
Apps such as TikTok, Snapchat and  
WhatsApp  are the most popular but 
have a age restriction of 13+. 



Whilst most of the answers on the parent and pupils surveys aligned, there was a significant difference 
for the question above. While 35% of parents said their children are always supervised when online, and 
only 22% said their children accessed the internet independently in their bedroom, you can see from the 
pupil responses above that half of the pupils in KS2 say they are accessing the internet from their bed-
rooms or another room unsupervised.  We appreciate that not every parent responded but it’s also useful  
to see how many pupils (in KS2) are using the internet unsupervised and possibly without their parents 
knowledge. At least 20 pupils (10% of KS2) said that they did not think their parents knew how much in-
ternet access they had.  

Although 85% of parents who responded said they would like more information on internet safety (65% 
asking for online workshops), we had a very low take up for the recent e-safety workshops online (just 7 
parents). Numbers were also low last summer for the Kathy Weston workshops. The cost to school is 
such that we can only offer this once a year. We will run something again next year in the hope that with 
more notice more of you will be able take advantage of the opportunity.  
We appreciate parents are very busy so you might prefer to access some of the  support materials that 
are signposted from the school website.  https://www.groveroad.herts.sch.uk/190/online-safety 
 
There are a wealth of weblinks on the website that are being updated all the time providing access to 
helplines as well as really useful hints and tips. Parent Zone being one such option: 
https://parentzone.org.uk/advice/parent-guides 
 

World Book Day 
  

Thursday 3rd March is World book Day. We want to get “wordy” and our theme of the day will 
be “Wonderful Words” We are very much hoping that the children will come to school that day dressed 
as a word. These can be as simple or as obscure as you like, although we are hoping to avoid nouns 
(e.g. cat, dog) which are not as adventurous. We want the children to use this experience to expand their 
vocabulary. However, if you already have a cat costume, encourage your child to choose an adjective 
such as ‘sleek’ and still get use from that costume. Alternatively, it could be as simple as the word ‘Love’ 
and your child could wear a t-shirt with hearts on. It would also be great if the children had a card which 
has their word and definition on. If you image search online using ‘Vocabulary Parade’ lots of wonderful 
ideas come up. There is plenty of time and Miss O’Leary will send out more information later this term but 
we wanted to give the children time to start thinking about it and planning their ideas. We will be encour-
aging the children to come up with the most interesting word they can and a costume to match. The 
world, or at least the dictionary, is their oyster!  



Term Time & Holiday Dates for  

 
2021/22 

 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 14th February to 

Friday 18th February 
 INSET Day - Monday 21st February 
 Spring Term finishes at 1:30pm on Friday 1st 

April 
 Easter Holiday– Monday 4th April to Monday 

18th April 
 Summer Term begins Tuesday 19th April 
 Bank Holiday - Monday 2nd May 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 30th May to Friday 

3rd June  
 Friday 1st July—Jubilee Day 
 Summer Term finishes at 1:30pm on  Thursday 

21st July  
 INSET Day - Friday 22nd July (school closed for 

staff training)  

Don’t forget that a full set of dates, policies and school information are available on our website.  

www.groveroad.herts.sch.uk 

Provisional Term Time & Holiday Dates 
for  

2022/23 
 
 INSET Day - Thursday 1st September 
 INSET Day - Friday 2nd September 
 Autumn term starts Monday 5th Septem-

ber 
 INSET Day Friday 21st October (TBC) 
 Half Term Holiday Monday 24th October 

to Friday 28th October 
 Occasional Day Friday 25th November 
 Term finishes Wednesday 21st December 

at 1:30pm 
 Christmas Holiday Thursday 22nd Decem-

ber to Wednesday 4th January 
 INSET Day Thursday 5th January 
 INSET Day Friday 6th January 
 Spring Term begins Monday 9th January  
 Half Term Holiday Monday 13th February 

to Friday 17th February 
 Spring term finishes Friday 31st March at 

1:30pm 
 Easter break Monday 3rd April to Friday 

14th April 
 Summer term begins Monday 17th April 
 Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 
 Half Term Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd 

June 
 Summer term finishes Friday 21st July at 

1:30pm 
 
These dates are provisional and could be  

subject to minor changes 

Jubilee Day 
 
Because the additional Jubilee bank holiday 
falls in May half term, the DfE have confirmed 
that schools need to select an additional day of 
holiday as part of the celebrations. To give you 
as much notice as possible we have opted  for 
Friday 1st July 2022. 
 
It’s a long summer term, so the long weekend 
will hopefully give the children a break as we 
approach the end of the school year.  


