
 

How can you question 
your child about what 
you have read? 

Non - Fiction 
Where can you find an 
important piece of information 
about …? 
Find two pieces of information 
that tell you about …? 
What does this part of the 
text tell us about ….? 
Which part of the text tells us 
about …? 
How does this text layout help 
the reader? 
How does (a diagram/picture/
caption) help you to 
understand the information on 
this/these pages? 
What is the purpose of the 
list/diagram/caption/ 
sub-headings in this text? 
Find something that is not a 
fact but the author’s opinion. 
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Recording in your reading 
diaries 

At the end of the session 
write a small comment on 
how your child did in their 
reading diary.  

Mention what they did well 
and where they struggled.  

Mention how they dealt 
with the questions you 
asked and if they were able 
to quote back from the text 
or find an example to 
PROVE IT! 

Let your child know what 
you are writing to ensure 
consistent communication 
between you and your 
child's teacher. 



 

How can you help your child? 
• Try to listen to your child read regularly. 
15-20 minutes four times a week is much 
better than longer sessions once a week. 
• Find a quiet place to share books where 
you can be comfortable. 
• Talk about the book. The next page has 
a list of suggested questions and ideas to 
encourage your child to talk about the 
book. 
• Ask questions which encourage your child 
to give their own opinions for example,  
Do you agree with this/the author’s 
opinion? 
How do you feel about this topic? Why? 
What do you think about/is your opinion 
of…?  
Can you support your view with 
evidence from the text? 
• Encourage your child to read a range of 
texts such as newspapers, comics, poetry, 
non-fiction, etc. 
• Share a book with your child. This may 
involve you reading to them or reading 
and talking together about the book. 
• Play word games - Vocabulary Bingo 
• Encourage children to read a series of 
books from a favourite author or books on 
topics of interests especially to keep 
reluctant readers interested and reading. 

How can you question your 
child about what you have 
read? 

Fiction 
Who was the character that…? 
Show me in the text where you found…? 
What is happening at this point/in this 
part of the story? 
Find one/two things that the main 
character did in this part of the story. 
Why was…important in this story? 
Tell me/write about what sort of 
character/person…was from the things 
they did/said in the story. 
What do you think…thoughts were at this 
point in the story/play? Use the text to 
help you think through your answer. 
If you were going to interview one of the 
characters, which questions would you 
ask and why? 
How did one of the characters change 
their ideas/attitudes during the story/
play? What was it that brought about this 
change? 
What do you think would have happened 
if…? 
Tell me about one important event that 
happened that could not be left out. Why 
is it so important? 
If…had not done…, how might this have 
changed other events in the story? 
 

How has the author organised the 
writing? 
Why does the author begin a new 
paragraph here? 
What is/are the main event(s) that 
happen(s) in this/each paragraph? 
How has the author used words/phrases 
to make this character funny/sad/
adventurous/clever/frightening/excited/
disappointed, etc? 
Which part of the story best describes 
the setting/ characters/action? Which 
words and /or phrases do this? 
Find and copy some words or phrases 
that show us that this character is 
special/helpful/adventurous/unsure/
worried, etc. 
How did the story make you feel? Why 
did it make you feel like this? 
Why do you think the author chose this 
particular setting for this story? 
How has the author started this in an 
interesting way. 
How does this make the reader want to 
read on? 


