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Teaching and Learning Across the Curriculum 

Introduction

We aim to help our pupils become flexible thinkers, confident and resilient learners
who recognise mistakes as opportunities for learning and understand that learning is
a continuum. We encourage our pupils to be reflective learners and recognise that
they are most likely to learn effectively when they are emotionally engaged in their
learning. Teachers therefore aim to ensure pupils are at the heart of all teaching and
strive to be as creative as possible in seeking ways of making learning interesting,
accessible and successful.

Intent Statement

At Grove Road, our curriculum combines ambition and breadth and puts the children
at the centre of our school. Our vision is to create a school that provides an inspiring
education, in a happy, safe and secure environment where all children can achieve
their full potential in order to succeed in our ever changing world. We want to help
each child become resilient, confident and curious young people who have a passion
for learning and achieving. Our ambitious curriculum has been designed to take
account of the legal requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum
and the Primary National Curriculum. Our curriculum is constantly evolving to ensure
the offer for every child is well sequenced and builds on prior learning as well as
responding to the needs of learners and their interests by enhancing their learning
experiences and raising awareness from the local area to national and global
arenas. Therefore, we intend to develop outward looking pupils who are able to
engage in learning about themselves and have an understanding of the wider world
and its diverse cultures. We aim to expose our children to enriching experiences,
immersing them in progressive knowledge and skills; equipping them with personal
characteristics required to succeed in life.

At Grove Road we believe that teaching should:
❖ Convey knowledge and model transferable skills
❖ Outline the relevance of the learning to the real world and establish links with

previous learning across the curriculum
❖ Provide challenging, thought provoking questions to stimulate thinking
❖ Provide opportunities for pupils to discuss and explain their learning in a mixture

of groupings
❖ Guide pupils in their steps towards being successful
❖ Provide time for pupils to use and apply their skills to their work (self-checking

against the Steps to Success / Success Criteria when appropriate)
❖ Model the learning and improvement process
❖ Provide opportunities for self and peer assessment
❖ Summarise learning, providing an allocated time for reflection on the next steps

and opportunity to apply these improvements.
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We believe that children learn best when learning is:
● Stimulating
● Challenging
● Creative
● Well sequenced
● Fun
● Varied
● Practical
● Supported
● Progressive
● Cross curricular
● Reflective
● Interactive
● Enjoyable
● Purposeful and relevant
● Builds on prior experience.

It relies upon the teachers’ good knowledge of our Grove Road learners and secure
assessment. The learning will be owned by the children; where possible they should
have a role in the planning, degree of challenge, choice of resources, reflection and
determining next steps.

Implementation

The Planning of the Curriculum

Our learning is underpinned by the National Curriculum and the core elements of
Literacy, Mathematics and Science follow national frameworks, but we enhance
these to create an exciting and meaningful context for children to explore the world
through termly topics designed to meet the needs of each year group. Through
careful curriculum planning, learning across the foundation subjects is arranged to
allow as many opportunities for thematic, cross-curricular learning as possible. This
provides children with a chance to not only learn the rigours and discipline
associated with each subject but enables them to make links and connections
between knowledge and skills. This approach helps bring greater context to
information and leads to better lifelong learning and critical thinking skills. To ensure
breadth, balance and progression, curriculum content and core knowledge is
carefully mapped across each Key Stage and monitored by dedicated subject
leaders. As an academy we are in the fortunate position of being able to adapt our
curriculum to meet the needs of our students. This means our curriculum has the
scope to be reviewed and evolve as necessary to ensure the children at Grove
always benefit from the best possible practice in education.
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The Learning Environment

Classrooms are well organised, purposeful and attractive learning environments,
which everyone is encouraged to value. They reflect current and on-going learning.
They are inclusive, language rich and are of high quality, supporting the broad
curriculum.

Displays are regularly updated to ensure classrooms
reflect current learning themes. All pupils have the
opportunity to celebrate and display their best work at
some time during the year. We believe that a
stimulating environment sets the climate for learning
and promotes independent use of resources securing
high-quality outcomes by pupils.

All areas and resources of the school are clearly labelled and children are aware of
resource areas within each classroom and are encouraged to be independent in their
use and selection of them.

The learning environment is organised to enable opportunities to learn in different
ways. These include opportunities for:
❖ Investigating and problem solving
❖ Independent and joint research and finding out
❖ Independent, paired or collaborative group work
❖ Whole-class and guided group work
❖ Purposeful discussion including asking and answering questions, debates,

role-plays and oral presentations
❖ Cross curricular use of computing skills
❖ On-site fieldwork and off-site visits to places of educational interest;
❖ Creative activities including designing and making things
❖ Participation in athletic or physical activity
❖ Regular outdoor learning opportunities

Learning takes place in an environment which:
❖ Provides challenge and a stimulating working atmosphere
❖ Scaffolds children’s learning
❖ Is peaceful and calm, happy and organised
❖ Well resourced and clearly defined
❖ Makes learning accessible and encourages independence
❖ Is appreciative and welcoming
❖ Provides equal opportunities
❖ Is safe

Pupils are encouraged to recognise and calculate risk in order that they are able to
identify health and safety hazards in the classroom and to work safely.
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Learning Behaviours and Attitudes to Learning

We wish to instil in all our pupils a love of life-long learning. We expect pupils to
apply themselves to their tasks and remain on task, to engage in discussions about
their learning and to take pride in their accomplishments. Teachers use a range of
strategies to engage and motivate pupils in their learning, so that all pupils make the
progress that they are capable of, making adjustments to support every pupil to
engage.

The school values were agreed after consultation among
all members of the Grove Road community. The result has
been the creation of the Tree of Values. At our roots we
have the values of Respect, Self-Belief and Ambition.
These feed into the strength of our Community, the trunk.

These are our core values upon which we base our
teaching and learning and our vision for the future. The
leaves display the behaviours that our core values
promote: Independence, Determination, Communication,
Curiosity, Friendship, Achievement, Confidence and
Creativity. It is here too that you find our four Learning
Habits which are central to our language of learning at Grove Road. Overarching our
Tree of Values, is our clear statement of intent, our shared purpose at Grove Road,
that as a community we are “Growing and Achieving Together” These values are
promoted and discussed through-out the school day. This gives pupils’ a clear
understanding of the learning behaviours and qualities which we promote and
nurture at Grove Road Primary School. We want children to know and understand
how they learn best.

Character education sits at the heart of our curriculum supported by:
❖ School values
❖ British Values
❖ Learning habits

Pupils are encouraged to be open to feedback and understand that ‘next step’ advice
supports on-going improvement and development. They need to be able to act as
critical partners to support their peers. A culture of determination and resilience helps
children to understand that successful learning can feel challenging.

Learning Habits

The schools in Tring have come together to
agree on a shared “Language for Learning” to
support the children to become better learners.
Our aim is to equip the children with a
language to talk about their learning and the
associated characteristics of effective learners.
In this way the children will strengthen their
confidence and resilience in the face of new
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challenges. We have agreed 4 Learning Habits: Independence, Curiosity,
Determination and Communication.

Through assemblies, circle times, and the wider curriculum we are helping the
children to identify and develop the characteristics associated with each of the
Learning Habits. This gives our children a specific vocabulary to identify and
self-evaluate skills and characteristics that will support them here at Grove Road, on
into Secondary education and right through into the world of employment.

Our world is constantly changing. Young people need to be able to cope with
complexity and uncertainty. Knowledge and technology are changing all the time. In
fact, 75% of the jobs our children will do have yet to be invented. We want the
children to know and believe that knowledge is not a fixed state. Instead, they need
to know that they can learn to learn. We want the children to confidently overcome
obstacles to their own learning and face the future equipped with the skills and
talents to adapt and tackle every new challenge.

Using the Learning Pit, Growth Mindset and Meta-Cognition

The Learning Pit helps pupils to understand that learning can feel challenging, that
it’s good to feel challenged by something new and that it’s by making mistakes and
having a go that we move forward in our learning. The children are encouraged to
articulate what it feels like to learn and work together, to go into “The Pit” and come
out the other side. Each classroom has a Learning Pit display to
encourage children to articulate and understand their growth
mindset feelings. Here’s what some of our pupils have been
saying…

❖ “If you’re not in the pit you could challenge yourself to
make it a bit trickier because then you will be learning
something new.” – Tilly

❖ “If you are not in the pit, you are not learning.” – Ben
❖ “If you fall into the pit you can’t get out until you have learnt

something new. I feel quite happy in the pit because I am
learning.” – Bella

❖ “When you are not sure you can do it, the pit helps me
learn new things.” – Milly

While in the Learning Pit, the pupils are not only learning new knowledge and
concepts, they are also learning how they learn and the different strategies and
resources that will help them achieve their goal and climb to the top.

By recognising the feelings they experience
when challenged and knowing that others feel
the same, the children are developing the skills
of determination and resilience. They are
beginning to take ownership and control of their
learning journey, developing the skills of
intrinsic motivation and lifelong learning.
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We strongly believe that developing a Growth Mindset culture supports resilience
and helps pupils learn. We try to instil a ‘Growth Mindset’ in all our pupils. We have
introduced the theories of Dr Carol Dweck to staff and pupils to embed this within our
school ethos. Pupils know they can develop their skills and talents through effort and
persistence, as well as being receptive to feedback. They generally believe they can
improve through hard work and trying new learning methods. We want all of our
pupils to relish challenges, embrace their mistakes, value the importance of effort,
respond carefully to feedback and take inspiration from others. As a team of staff
and parents, we need to model the mindset of a learner who is not afraid of making
mistakes but who thrives upon them, knowing that this is part of the learning
process. This encourages pupils to become confident and resilient learners. The way
in which we encourage children to learn and explore is vital to their success.

The Challenge Ladder

At Grove Road, we have created the concept of the ‘Challenge Ladder’ which is
embedded across Science and the foundation subjects. We recognise the
importance of breadth and depth of understanding, rather than stand alone
knowledge within each subject. Having a skill based curriculum, enables children to
become independent, curious learners who can transfer their knowledge,
understanding and skills in other parts of the curriculum and in everyday life; helping
them retain knowledge through real understanding.

The Challenge Ladder embodies the key skills children need to develop in all
subjects. It allows children’s learning to be transferable, successful, in depth and
contributes towards the spiral curriculum.

The Challenge ladder consists of steps for the children to follow in order to achieve
the skills they are working towards within a lesson or sequence. A challenge ladder
will include some/all of the steps below:
6. Assess: Form an opinion on something, evaluate.
5. Explain: Describe in more detail or explain how.
4. Compare: Similarity or difference between places.
3. Demonstrate: Draw or display your understanding.
2. Identify: Locate or find somewhere/something.
1. State: Present knowledge clearly in writing or verbally.

The children will climb these steps throughout one lesson or a unit or sequence of
lessons. Some children will work through these steps independently, whereas others
will use these steps as a scaffold for their learning. Building these skills on the
Challenge Ladder will ensure children can ‘compare’ or ‘demonstrate’ in a multitude
of subjects and curriculum areas.

Knowledge Organisers

In the Summer term 2021, we will be introducing Knowledge Organisers as a tool to
aid and support teaching and learning. The use of these organisers help to ensure
that the children are clear about the key skills they will be learning across a
topic/theme. Pupils will refer to the Knowledge Organiser during lessons for key
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vocabulary, key times, people and places etc. We will use knowledge organisers at the
beginning of each session to revise prior learning, in order to move knowledge to long term
memory. We also use Knowledge Organisers to pre-teach and prepare pupils for
learning. In addition, these will also be shared with parents and carers to reinforce
learning at home.

At Grove Road we recognise the importance of pupils building upon existing skills
and making links with previous learning and the Knowledge Organisers will support
them in achieving this. We teach and model to the pupils how to use their knowledge
organisers to review, revise and quiz themselves. Teachers also model and
encourage pupils to use knowledge organisers as a prompt and a scaffold when
learning.

British Values

At Grove Road School we uphold and teach
pupils about British Values which are defined
as:

● Democracy
● Rule of law
● Individual liberty
● Mutual respect
● Tolerance of those of different

faiths and beliefs

These values are taught explicitly through Personal, Social, Health Education
(PSHE), and Religious Education (RE). We also teach British Values through our
broad and balanced curriculum and through whole school systems and structures.

The school takes opportunities to actively promote British Values through daily
routines and whole school systems and structures such as electing House Captains
and running House Forums. We also actively promote British Values through
ensuring that our curriculum planning and delivery includes real opportunities for
exploring these values.

At Grove Road School, British Values are reinforced regularly and in the following
ways:

Democracy:

Democracy is an important value at our school. Pupils have the opportunity to have
their voices heard in various ways: through regular pupil voice interviews through
monitoring areas of the curriculum and through the House system. Each year, all
children in the school are invited to vote in the election of House Captains. Year 5
children can choose to stand for election. Hustings are held, in which they explain
their vision for their House. A secret ballot is then carried out, and the children in
each House vote for their new leader. This provides a regular opportunity for the
children to learn about and experience the process of democracy.
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Every two weeks our serving Year 6 House Captains lead a House Forum in which
children have the opportunity to air their views about various aspects of the school,
from reflecting on the implementation of the behaviour system, to voting on the
purchase of play equipment and organising fundraising activities.

The Rule of Law:

The importance of laws and rules, whether they are those that govern the class,
sport, the school or the country, are reinforced throughout regular school days.

At Grove Road, children are asked to reflect upon how their behaviour has fallen
short of agreed norms and are encouraged to consider the effect of their behaviour
on others. Pupils are taught the value and reasons behind laws that govern and
protect us, the responsibilities that this involves and the consequences when laws
are broken. Visits from external agencies are also encouraged through our
curriculum: in Year 6 a local magistrate visits the school each year to help children
understand the process of law and recognise the age of criminal responsibility;
children take part in a mock trial at a magistrate court where they assess evidence
and determine the guilt of a “defendant.”

To encourage and promote good behaviour, positive attitudes to learning and
intrinsic motivation, we are committed to praising children’s efforts. We endeavour to
praise the children informally, individually, during group work, in front of the whole
class and the whole school. Children are rewarded not only for achievement in
curriculum areas, but for behaviour and general endeavour. These qualities are also
celebrated each week at our celebration assembly.

Individual Liberty:

Pupils are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are in a safe and
supportive environment. As a school we provide boundaries for our children to make
choices safely, through the provision of a safe environment and balanced curriculum.
Pupils are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal
freedoms and are advised how to exercise these safely, for example through our
e-Safety teaching. Pupils are also given the freedom to make choices during lessons
through our ‘challenge by choice’ approach to learning.

Mutual Respect:

Our school ethos and the behaviour policy are
based around our core values of ‘respect,
community, self-belief and ambition’. These
values determine how we live as a community at
Grove Road School, considering the needs of
others as well as our own. We encourage the
children to balance their rights with an
awareness of responsibilities to others. Children
are taught about the value of respect implicitly
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through the modelling of appropriate behaviour by adults and explicitly through
PSHE lessons and through the implementation of our behaviour policy.

Tolerance of Those of Different Faiths and Beliefs:

This is a priority at Grove Road, given the mono-cultural demographic of the local
community. We work hard to raise awareness and global perspectives. This is
achieved through enhancing pupils’ understanding of their place in a culturally
diverse society and by giving them opportunities to experience diversity in the wider
community. Collective Worship and discussions involving prejudices and
prejudice-based bullying have been supported by learning in RE and PSHE.
Learning across the curriculum, in particular RE, promotes understanding of other
cultures and beliefs. We use our thematic approach to the curriculum to provide
opportunities for children to explore different faiths and belief systems in relevant and
interesting ways.

Feel Good Five

At Grove Road mental health and well-being is integral. In order to learn effectively
we equip pupils with the skills to look after their emotional health and well-being.
These skills are then referred to and used on a daily basis.

There are five ways pupils are encouraged to improve their emotional health and
well-being:
❖ Connect: Spend time with family and

friends. Enjoy doing things together and
talking to each other.

❖ Be active: It keeps you physically
healthy, and makes you feel good

❖ Keep learning: Try something new. Try a
new hobby, or learn about something just
because it interests you.

❖ Take notice: Take a break to see how you
feel. Relax and look around you or listen
to music, take a few deep breaths.

❖ Give: Do something for a friend or
relation/adult, as well as making them
feel good, it can make you feel good too!

Intended Impact of The Curriculum

The intended impact of our curriculum at Grove Road
is to ensure children leave as resilient, independent
and lifelong learners. The main evidence of impact will
always remain the quality and breadth of work seen in
pupil’s books and the learning environment within the
school and on-line through Google Classroom.

9



Grove Road has a clear vision for the teaching and learning of the curriculum across
the school and due to this, we strive for pupils to:

● Be enthusiastic and keen learners who enjoy learning
● Make connections in their learning
● Discuss their learning
● Know their next steps
● Feel challenged
● Be inquisitive and ask questions
● Be flexible thinkers
● Be resilient learners.

Grove Road’s Curriculum will effectively help our pupils develop into well rounded
individuals who embody our values and carry with them the knowledge, skills and
attitudes which will make them lifelong learners and valuable future citizens.
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