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Learning to Read at Grove Road

At Grove Road Primary School we see that the teaching of Reading skills are an essential part of
a child’s learning journey. We believe that children need to learn, embed and use reading skills to
become a fluent reader and sustain a love of reading. This document will
draw together some of the important concepts behind our facilitation of
developing readers. It will define how reading is taught at Grove Road and
the implementation of reading across the school and
the curriculum.

Grove Road’s Reading Intent Statement:

Grove Road strives to ensure all children leave Grove Road as fluent readers so they can apply
their reading skills across the wider curriculum, allowing them to access learning and succeed.
Grove Road aims to instill a love of reading so that children can access and read a wide variety of
texts with stamina, enthusiasm and understanding.

At Grove Road, we believe that children should be exposed to a range and variety of different
texts, books and styles of writing. To teach the fundamental process of the reading journey, we
have created our own Grove Road’s Systematic Synthetics Phonics Policy (please see attached
on the school website for further details). To teach children to read, Phonics is given the utmost
importance. We have created our own Grove Road’s Phonics Long Term Plan that follows the
Phonic Phases, and this is complemented with daily Phonics Play planning and a range of text
types. This chosen approach is to ensure the children have a comprehensive planned sequenced
approach to learn reading. Furthermore, we complement the teaching of reading with a range of
sequenced reading books that the children read in school and at home. To expose the children to
a variety of styles, we have invested in a range of schemed books, for example Big Cat Collins
Letters and Sounds and Dandelion Readers, to ensure that the children are competent readers
across a range of texts.

The Implementation of Teaching Reading at Grove Road:

Beginning the Reading Journey:

The joy of books and reading starts in Nursery where we provide a literacy rich environment
where books are valued and are accessible to all. At Grove Road we are committed to ensure
that every child learns to read. To achieve this, we strive to deliver excellent Phonics teaching
and learning.

To begin teaching early phonics, we develop children’s listening skills. There is
a focus on aural work, training children in awareness of sounds. Daily sessions
are planned by the teachers and carried out in small groups with all members of
staff to allow them to target specific skills and sounds.

At Grove Road, in accordance with the current Government Validation Notice
and review of Phonics Provision, we are currently following a Long Term Grove
Road Phonics Phases Plan, complementing this with Phonics Play weekly
planning and a range of resources and text types (detailed below). This chosen
approach has allowed us to create a ‘Grove Road Systematic, Synthetic Phonics Programme’,
tailored to the needs of our school and ensures the children have a comprehensive planned
sequenced approach to help them learn to read. We have ensured that our approach is rigorous,
systematic and used with fidelity to help us achieve strong results for all children, including the
most disadvantaged.
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To develop language and vocabulary in the Early Years, we have introduced weekly ‘words of the
week’ and ‘wow words’. These words are displayed within the classroom environment and shared
with parents and carers each week. This helps embed age related vocabulary and exposes the
children to more challenging words and helps increase their vocabulary.

Once the children are able to hear and differentiate between sounds, hear rhymes and continue
patterns, Phase 2 is introduced. This begins in Nursery with a
sound of the week being used from the Spring term.

When the children move into Reception, they recap these
sounds and move through the sounds at a pace that is
appropriate to them. Phonics is delivered daily Early Years and
Key Stage 1, through fun, interactive and high paced sessions
(please see Phonics Policy for more details). In Key Stage 1,
children also engage in whole class sessions ensuring they will
always have exposure to age related expectations too.

Guided Reading:

Across the school, one of the main approaches to teaching reading is through our daily Guided
Reading sessions. These sessions take place from Year 2 through to Year 6. Children receive a
weekly, small group, adult led session around a text. These texts are carefully selected, allowing
children to access them with their reading skills, but challenging them out of their comfort zone.

Pupils receive a weekly, small group, adult led session around a text which they can decode. This
could be any text type linked with another area of the curriculum, which has been chosen and
possibly adapted by the class teacher to support their reading development. For example, if the
topic is Mother Nature, the children may read a selection of pages from a non-fiction book about
Volcanoes, which they are studying. Teachers use their professional judgement and creativity to
help choose engaging texts to help foster a love of reading through these sessions.

Guided Reading is organised in a carousel of activities. Every child will receive two sessions with
an adult per week and complete three independent activities. These activities focus on
comprehension, word and vocabulary understanding and follow up activities from a guided
session. An example of how a Guided Reading week in Year 6 is organised can be seen below:

Slytherin CGP SPAG FICTION –
Comprehension
Qs A1-B3

Follow up
comprehension
with Miss
Meedin

Comprehension
with Miss
Meedin.

Comprehension
with Mrs Power.

Hufflepuff Comprehension
with Mrs Power.

CGP SPAG Comprehension
with Mrs
Seivwright.

FICTION –
Comprehension
Qs A1-B3

Follow up with
Miss Rodrigoe

Ravenclaw myON - Free Read Comprehension
with Mrs Power.

FICTION –
Comprehension
Qs A1-B3

Follow up with
Miss Rodrigoe

CGP SPAG

Hogwarts FICTION –
Comprehension
Qs A1-B3

Follow up
comprehension
with Miss Meedin

Comprehension
with Mrs Power.

CGP SPAG myON - Free read

Gryffindor Free read. myON - Free Read CGP SPAG Comprehension
with Mrs Power.

FICTION –
Comprehension
Qs A1-B3

During the adult input sessions, when working with the class teacher, the session will begin by
focusing on key vocabulary that the children will access or come across during their reading time.
Discussions around these key words and enabling the children to access and decode them prior
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to beginning the text, will enable the children to be more fluent whilst reading. Then, the session
will focus upon discussing different reading strategies that the children can draw upon when
reading independently, for example; chunking a word into a root word and removing a suffix/prefix
or using their phonics knowledge to help them decode it.

It is important for children to be able to discuss and draw upon these reading strategies that they
have been taught, when reading independently. The children will then read the text independently
and at their own pace. Teachers will listen to children individually and ask targeted questions to
each child. The group will then rejoin together to answer and discuss questions based upon the
text. We carefully plan these questions to ensure a range of retrieval and sight questions are
asked as well as comprehension, inference and reflective questioning.

Reading for Pleasure:

At Grove Road, we try to encourage children to foster a love of reading and read for
pleasure. Every class has daily shared reading sessions, where a member of the
teaching team will read a class text aloud to the children. This allows children to
access a wide range of authors, share different text types, listen to a role model
reading and appreciate literature. Every classroom displays which book they are
reading on their door, to encourage and show the rest of the school what books
have been read.

Creating reading environments which are engaging and stimulating is important to
promote a love of reading. We therefore try to ensure that there are plenty of
exciting reading areas for children to access and enjoy reading in. Across the
school, we have three library areas that children use and enjoy as well as many
classrooms having carefully planned themed reading corners/areas.

The Reading Canon:

As teachers, we are committed to be reading role
models; giving the children to hear first hand a range of
books, stories and texts being read to them. Books are
shared within all areas of the curriculum and English
lessons use high quality texts to provide learning
opportunities.

At Grove Road, we also ensure that all children, despite
their reading abilities, have the opportunity to access,
listen to and follow along to a range of high quality books on their learning journey at Grove. We
believe that ‘children need to inhabit the lives of those who are like the and to learn about the
lives of those whose experiences and perspectives differ from their own’ (DfE).

To enable teachers to share books and foster the love of reading within their classrooms, we have
implemented the Grove’s Reading Canon. The Reading Canon lays out high quality texts that the
children will listen, engage and be immersed with within each year group. The expectation is that
class teachers will read these books during a quiet, reading for pleasure and ‘Shared Reading’
time. This will ensure that children are engaged, be captured within a book and therefore promote
a love of reading. We recognise that ‘the main aim of storytelling is to breathe life into the words,
capturing children’s attention’, DfE.

Picture books have been selected for EYFS and Key Stage 1 and longer stories and poetry for
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the children as they move into Key Stage 2. There is no limit to the amount of books shared
within the classroom. Teachers may select other texts to support areas of learning and interests
within a class. However, these carefully selected books are the minimum books that the children
will access during ‘Shared Reading’ time within a year. As a child leaves a year group, they will
have all accessed the same books and engaged with them as a class during a reading for
pleasure time.

The Reading Canon ensures children have opportunities to access, listen to and read more
challenging texts, unlocking the challenge of the text and being immersed with high quality
reading experiences. Children of all abilities will have a way of talking about shared texts and
being able to reference stories that everyone has read, making books more relevant and bringing
books to life. Teachers are the reading role models, promoting an engagement and love of
reading. Grove Road’s Canon forms only a part of the reading curriculum at Grove Road but its
power lies in the fact that all children and teachers share a daily quality read.

Reading Buddies:

At Grove Road, we use our links with our Multi-Academy Trust and Tring School and organise
Reading Buddies for the children. Selected children are partnered up with a Sixth Form buddy to
meet and read weekly with them. Within these sessions the children form a working relationship,
with the Sixth Formers supporting the Grove children with their independent reading and
comprehension.

Enrichment Opportunities:

We create enrichment opportunities for children to appreciate literature
and to promote reading for pleasure, across the academic year. We
celebrate World Book Day, where children have participated in recent
years in book stalls, dressing up as words and
characters, listening to different teachers read their
favourite books and having live interviews and
experiences with local and well-known authors.
These events inspire children further by promoting
access to books, inspiring their imagination and

raising the profile of books as a gateway to learning.

Children across the school get the opportunity to join Grove Road’s Book
Club. Teachers run Book Clubs across the school during lunchtimes, to encourage and promote a
love of reading. This is an opportunity for children to meet as a group, share their favourite books
and opinions. In Key Stage 2, the children focus on a longer text for a period of time over the half
term, where they read together and discuss. Children thoroughly enjoy Book Club and say, “I like
to express our thoughts about the books we are reading and love having the opportunity to listen
to other children read and read altogether” (Year 5 pupil).

Each year, we organise a Book Swap for the children to take part in. Books
are donated to the school and all children then get to choose a new book to
take home. This allows all children, despite their reading level and
background, to enjoy a book and to promote reading for pleasure.

Grove Road participates in the Carnegie Shadowing Awards each year. A
group of Year 6 pupils work alongside Suzanne Watkins, the Manager of the
Learning Resource Centre at Tring School and visit weekly to participate in
the judging. This gives the children an opportunity to work alongside Tring
School, giving their time each week to read and review the shortlisted books
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for the Carnegie Awards.

Reading Resources:

At Grove Road, we have a range of reading resources. In Early Years, children have access to a
wide range of picture and story books. The reading books they take home are from the Dandelion
Readers and Big Cat Collins Letters and Sounds. These align closely to their phonics levels. In
Key Stage 1, the reading books are from a range of resources. Having a range of different types

of books, enables the children to access different text types and
stories, with a wider range to choose from allowing children to
progress at their own rate and for teachers to target books
according to pupil preference.

In addition to the Book Band schemed books, we have three well
equipped libraries - one in each age phase. Children are allowed to
borrow books from these libraries, to use in school and at home.

The libraries have a range of authors, fiction and non-fiction texts.

Home Reading:

From Nursery and Reception, pupils take home books to read and share with their
parents/carers. These books are colour banded in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 to help
pupils to practise their decoding skills at the appropriate level and pace. These books are closely
linked to the phonics stage that the child is currently working on. This is to ensure they practise
and secure their understanding, and can read their books with confidence and fluency.

In Key Stage 2, some pupils may still be working on colour banded books to support their
development and confidence. Once the children are deemed able to read with increased fluency
and confidence, they are able to choose a home reading book from the school library. Pupils are
encouraged to read every day and parents to record this in the child’s school reading record.

Inclusive Reading:

At Grove Road, we are committed to providing our children with the tools they need to become
confident readers. We believe that learning to read is vital to access other areas of the
curriculum. We are therefore dedicated to providing extra support to the children who find
learning to read challenging.

We carry out comprehensive reading assessments, of reading ages and common exception word
audits, for children who are struggling with their reading development. From this, we offer many
different interventions, such as Fischer Family Trust, for reading and
writing progression, and Precision Monitoring. We believe that giving
the children different tools to learn to read will help increase their
confidence and ability.

Precision Monitoring is learning sight words fluently, applying these in
their spoken language and within their reading. This intervention is
carried out on a 1-1 basis with a child and is bespoke to their word
understanding. For it to be successful, it happens on a daily basis and
with a home-school partnership, where children can practise these
words at home too.

Echo reading is a re-reading strategy designed to help children develop expressive and fluent
reading. In echo reading, the adult or confident reader reads a short segment of text, sometimes
a sentence or short paragraph, and the student will echo it back. It can help improve several
areas of reading including:
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● Confidence
● Comprehension
● Identifying unknown words
● Improving listening skills
● Proper phrasing
● Vocabulary

Reading Between the Lines is an intervention used to support children to understand inference
within texts. The ability to draw inference is a crucial element of reading comprehension. Children
are shown various texts (from simple tasks with picture support and plentiful clues to more
challenging scenarios) and are supported to infer the information required. Reading Between the
Lines is especially appropriate for children with speech, language and communication needs.

WellComm is an intervention, which quickly identifies areas of concern in language,
communication and interaction development in order to ensure targeted intervention. It plays a
crucial role in identifying children with potential language difficulties and offers a range of
customised interventions to address difficulties and help support children’s language.The Big
Book of Ideas provided focused teaching and intervention activities to meet individual needs.

Word Aware promotes the vocabulary development of children. It consists of 4 strands:

● Make words count
● Teaching vocabulary
● Fun with words
● Word detective

The Word Aware approach is full of practical and inspiring ideas to develop both spoken and
written vocabulary.

Sound Linkage contains a phonological training programme used to support children with poor
phonological awareness, reading delays and dyslexia. There are 10 sections of activities in the
programme:

● Identification of words and syllables
● Identification of rhyming words
● Identification of phonemes
● Blending
● Segmentation
● Deletion
● Substitution
● Transposition of phonemes within words

All activities are accompanied by a set of record sheets, picture cards and additional activities
that are useful in helping children master the skill of reading.

We also encourage children who may have lower comprehension skills, compared to their
decoding understanding, to access and play different comprehension skills games, such as board
games, within group situations. In addition, we have a range of texts, from the Project X Book
Scheme, that are of a high interest level with a lower reading age/decoding skills.

Tracking Reading Skills Across the Age Phases:

To ensure progression and curriculum development, we teach and closely assess and track the
key reading skills. We follow the National Curriculum alongside our Reading Skills Progression
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Document (see attached on website under English Curriculum section). These documents ensure
the progression of each reading strand is built upon and developed in every year group, showing
a clear pathway for a child’s reading journey.

Intended Impact of Reading:

During the children’s learning journey at Grove Road, our intended impact of Reading
curriculum is to ensure that;

● At Grove Road there is a consistent teaching, progression and continuity in the teaching and
learning of phonics throughout the school and the Grove Road programme, is taught and
followed with fidelity.

● Children at Grove Road use their phonics skills and knowledge to help them decode and
fluently read.

● Children become fluent readers by the end of Key Stage 1.
● Children will enjoy reading across a range of genres.
● Children of all abilities will be able to succeed in all reading lessons across the curriculum.
● Children will be ready to read in any subject in their forthcoming secondary education.
● Children will use a range of strategies for decoding words, not solely relying on phonics.
● Parents and carers will have a good understanding of how they can support reading and

home, and contribute regularly to home-school records
● The % of pupils working at ARE within each year group will be in line with, or above, national

averages.
● The % of pupils working at Greater Depth within each year group will be in line, or above, with

national averages.
● There will be no significant gaps in the progress of different groups of pupils (e.g.

disadvantaged vs non-disadvantaged).
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