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Learning to Write at Grove Road

At Grove Road Primary School we recognise that English skills
underpin all elements of the school curriculum. Given the
fundamental importance of Speaking, Listening, Reading and
Writing in everyday life, we are driven by the need to develop
each child’s reading and writing ability, thus enabling them to
play a full part in society. Teaching and learning of writing at
Grove Road is an engaging and developmental process to
enable all children to succeed.

Grove Road’s Writing Intent Statement:

Grove Road strives to give children the opportunities to learn and develop writing skills which
they can apply across different genres and for different audiences. Children will leave Grove
Road independent writers so they are able to access the whole curriculum and succeed.

At Grove Road, we follow a Talk for Writing approach to plan and deliver English lessons.
We have created a Grove Road Long Term Genre plan, to ensure a range of fiction and
non-fiction genres are taught across the curriculum and year groups. The purpose behind
the long term planning is to ensure that coverage of genres is coherent, strategically planned
and the skills/knowledge within each genre progress upon each year group. It ensures that
children have the opportunity to write in a range of genres year upon year, developing their
competence and skills. Therefore, by the end of Key Stage Two, children will be able to
apply their writing skills across a range of genres, in a fluent, independent manner. By
following a Talk for Writing approach, ignites passion, curiosity and engagement within
writing and gives children the opportunity to develop their writing in a multi-sensory,
sequenced way.

The Implementation of Teaching Writing at Grove Road:

Beginning the Writing Journey

Learning to write begins in Nursery where throughout the EYFS, emergent mark-making is
celebrated and valued as children begin to ascribe meaning to the marks they make,
differentiating them from drawings.

The start of the writing journey begins with the
development of the motor skills required for sitting
comfortably at a table and being able to hold a pencil
effectively. Children are encouraged to develop their
gross motor skills through digging, climbing and
balancing. Pencil control is established through daily
‘busy fingers’ sessions where the muscles are
strengthened through activities such as using
tweezers, hammering with tap-a-shape and squeezing
dough.
Talk for Writing begins in Nursery, by being immersed
in books, storytelling and oral language. Teachers

model text mapping to support the children to learn stories off by heart. Opportunities are
given for children to mark make and create their own text maps and to orally retell stories.
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Daily input is given throughout the Reception year on letter and sound correspondence and
children are shown the correct formation of the letters. They initially begin with letter
recognition using magnetic letters, moving to forming letters
using whiteboards and pens when they are developmentally
ready.

The EYFS settings provide opportunities for children to explore
their growing confidence and acquisition of grapheme - phoneme
correspondence through carefully selected activities and
resources that reflect children’s current interests. During Child
Initiated Learning (ChIL)
children can access mark making and writing implements inside
and outdoors using a variety of materials, media and formats

from drawing maps to catch dinosaurs; using chalks on the floor; to
keeping scores on a flipchart for a game, to writing orders in the cafe on
special pads.

Children continue to follow the Talk for Writing structure, creating their
own text maps and using these to innovate and invent their own pieces
of writing. Within the Reception year, different genres for writing are
introduced and the children will begin to independently write stories and
simple non-fiction recounts and instructions. We aim for all children to be
able to demonstrate a good understanding of English and to enjoy writing
for pleasure by the time they leave Reception.

The English Long Term Genre Plan from Reception to Year 6:

At Grove Road, we follow a Talk for Writing approach to plan and deliver English lessons.
We have created a Grove Road Long Term Genre plan, to ensure a range of fiction and
non-fiction genres are taught across the curriculum and year groups. Below you will find an
example of how these are plotted across each year group. We have also created Model
Progression documents and a Non-Fiction Progression document to help track and show
progression of key skills across the genres.
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Talk for Writing

The Writing Teaching Sequence

At Grove Road, we believe that children learn best when they are
immersed within a genre, read and unpick a range of examples and use
these to help build their skills to draw upon when they become
independent writers.

Talk for Writing is an engaging teaching framework developed by Pie
Corbett, supported by Julia Strong. It is powerful because it is based on
the principles of how children learn. It enables children to imitate the
language they need for a particular topic orally, before reading and
analysing it, and then writing their own version (Talk4Writing website).

We use the Teaching Sequence for Writing to plan and deliver English
lessons. It is a powerful and recommended approach for the teaching of
reading and writing. The process from reading to writing may be repeated
several times over a unit of work as children read, discover, practise and
apply what they have learnt to their own writing. Within the teaching
sequence, we embed Talk for Writing strategies and features (elaborated below) that we
deem important and powerful to help the children with their writing journey.

The Teaching Sequence follows a three part journey for any given unit of learning or genre.
Teachers plan and teach 2 to 3-week lesson sequences which are genre-based. These
sequences follow the Four Core Components of Writing which are Plan – Draft – Edit –
Publish approach as set out in the National Curriculum.

Phase 1: Familiarisation/Imitation
Within the first phase of the teaching sequence children are immersed within the text or
genre. Opportunities are created to read the book, make predictions, discuss the story type

and unfamiliar vocabulary. Children are encouraged to read
with a reader’s eye, asking questions such as ‘Do I like it?
How does it affect me?’. In addition, children will read with a
writer’s eye to unpick the text, asking questions such as:
‘How has the writer done it? What techniques can I learn and
apply?’. Children will use Talk for Writing strategies, such as
text mapping and memorising the text, within this phase. This
will enable children to internalise and learn the text which, in
turn, will benefit and support their writing. Within this phase,
the children will capture ideas from the text to then explore
further.

Phase 2: Innovation
Once children are familiar with the model text, the teacher will
then model and teach them how to create their own versions.
Modelling of the planning process is essential. With younger
children, this may be based on changing the basic text map and
retelling new versions. Before the writing stage, children will
have the opportunity to write shorter passages of writing
through the form of ‘incidental writes’, for example character or
setting descriptions and diary entries. During the planning
phase, children will use the boxing up technique to create
simple plans and orally develop ideas prior to writing. Teachers
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will model and demonstrate this and ideas will be generated in a collaborative way. Shared
and guided writing is then used within this phase to model and support children when writing
over a number of days. This ensures that children are writing texts in small chunks,
concentrating on bringing all the elements they have learned together, writing effectively and
accurately. Feedback is given throughout these lessons, one-to-one and in a whole class
approach, so children can be taught how to improve and edit their writing.

Phase 3: Invention
In the final phase, children will independently apply what has
been taught, practised and learned. Children are guided
through planning, drafting and editing their writing
independently. At Grove, we provide the children with a rich
starting point that the children know to make their writing
purposeful. Within this phase, the writing will become
increasingly independent of the original model text. Whilst in
Key Stage 1, children may only make a few simple changes,
older children will be adding, embellishing, altering and
manipulating the original structure.

Grammar Skills

At Grove Road, we believe that teaching key grammar skills should be embedded within the
teaching sequence. The key grammar skills which are taught to each year group (see
Writing Progression Key Skills doc), are carefully woven and embedded within a unit of
learning. This ensures that children make the connection between the grammar skills and
can embed them within their writing, making it purposeful.

Take One Book Weeks

Across the school, we aim to include two Take One Book weeks over
the academic year. These weeks give the whole school, from
Nursery to Year 6, the opportunity to engage with the same text and
immerse themselves within it, as teachers weave the text throughout
their curriculum planning, to maximise learning opportunities across
the curriculum and bring the text to life. To begin the week and
introduce the text, we try to ensure we hook the children in with an

exciting experience. For example, when we
focused on The Lost Thing by Shaun Tan,
teachers at Grove created a huge 3 dimensional
model of the ‘Lost Thing’ in the main hall, which
‘magically’ appeared in the first Monday
assembly. This engaged the children and
sparked curiosity and imagination. When
learning about Alice in Wonderland, a room was
transformed into the magical Afternoon Tea Party, where each class had
the opportunity to visit and find their writing tasks for the week hidden in
tea cups. These whole school immersion units have engaged, inspired
and created wonderful writing opportunities.

Spelling

At Grove Road, spelling is taught through a whole class daily sessions approach. In Early
Years and Key Stage 1 spelling is taught through phonics, where children use a
multi-sensory approach to learn to read, and then transfer to writing. By the end of Year 2,
children are secure with their phonics and are working on spelling rules and patterns.
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From Year 2, the teaching of spelling is through the Herts ESSENTIALs Spelling Scheme.
This Herts for Learning resource is a whole class approach to teaching spelling that enables
all children to succeed, and gives teachers the unique tools to make that happen. The
complete resource features a year’s worth of teaching sequences for each year group; all
inter-related and all following on in logical progression. It focuses more on the teaching of
spelling so that children understand how to apply patterns, strategies and knowledge to all
words. It also provides links to prior knowledge and tracks back to related objectives so that
teachers can give targeted support to children who are not yet able to spell words from their
year group programme of study (Michelle Nicholson, Herts For Learning, Essential Spelling
Blog).

The ESSENTIALs Spelling Scheme follows a similar teaching sequence to Phonics. It
comprises four phases; Review, Teach, Practise and Apply. Wherever possible, all children
take part in these parts of the sequence regardless of prior spelling attainment. The premise
is that unless children are supported towards age-related spellings, their learning gap will
grow wider. These spelling sessions are fun, multi-sensory and engaging to encourage
children’s enjoyment of spelling to help them progress and learn spelling rules securely.

Tracking Writing Skills Across the Age Phases

To ensure progression and curriculum development, we teach and closely assess and track
the key writing skills for each year group. We follow the National Curriculum alongside our
Writing Skills Progression Document and Non-Fiction Texts Progression Document (see
attached on website under English Curriculum section). These documents ensure the
progression of each writing strand is built upon and developed in every year group, showing
a clear pathway for a child’s writing journey.

Handwriting

At Grove Road, we take pride in our handwriting. Letter formation is introduced in the Early
Years Foundation Stage and children learn to form their letters with a clear
start and end point. Children are introduced to activities, which establish fine
motor skills within the Foundation Stage. Before children are expected to start
forming letters they take part in repeating pattern activities to establish the
feeling of continuous flow and to teach the most frequently used movements.
Multi-sensory experiences ensure that the techniques are not only fun to
learn, but that pupils learn and practise the skills effectively.

In the Early Years and Foundation Stage, children will learn how to form
letters correctly, by using the Read Write Inc mnemonics for support. At Grove Road, we
provide resources that support the teaching of lower-case and capital letters correctly,
modelling a clear start and finish point of all letters. We have adapted our Handwriting Policy,
in line with the Government Validation Programme Criteria, to ensure that children are not
taught to join letters or start every letter on the line with a lead in. When children are secure
with the formation of letters, they will begin to learn cursive handwriting style (from Year 1
onwards).

Once children can securely form their letters, we move onto teaching the cursive handwriting
style. When children are secure with the basis of correct letter formation, cursive writing
letter formation with a lead-in join, is introduced. This will be from Year 1 onwards; early joins
will be introduced as children are taught to join diagraphs, for example oo, ee and ay. We
follow the long term plan from Pen Pals to support our progression. This supports sound
recognition too. Children focus on correct letter formation, including the initial joining flick,
positioning them on the lines and making them equal in size. Children’s letter formation will
continue to develop in Year One and when children are ready they will be introduced to more
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letter joins. Children will be expected to have developed a joined cursive style by the end of
Year 2.

We believe that handwriting is an important presentation skill. Children can feel proud of the
work they produce when it is well presented, with clear letter formation and written in a
legible style. We believe that promoting a fluent cursive handwriting style also supports
spelling through muscle memory.

We teach continuous handwriting and children learn to join letters in words as a series of
continuous flowing movements or patterns. With the exception of words containing “x”, all
words can be written without taking the pencil off the paper. This helps the children develop
a fluid, flowing style. The motor memory of the child’s hands and fingers will also help them
to spell, as each word becomes one movement instead of many.

Making Writing Inclusive For All

To ensure all children have the opportunity to access the curriculum,
we ensure our teaching of writing is inclusive for all. We use a range of
strategies to support children who may find writing and English more
challenging. We endeavour for all children to become successful
writers.

For children who find the physicality of writing difficult or/and have
difficulty with their working memory, we encourage the use of
technology to support their learning. We use Google Classroom as a
tool within the classroom and children can access Google Docs on
ChromeBooks which has a voice recording device. This enables the
children to speak to the computer and for it to dictate what they are
saying. Furthemore, we teach children and give them time to practise
their typing skills using a programme called Nessy Fingers.

At Grove Road, we use the programme Clicker 8 to support children with writing. It is a
programme which can be accessed on all of our school laptops and supports children to

write independently. Teachers can provide children with word
banks, sentence sets, word maps and pictures that the children
can click to listen to or read independently. They can use these
as a scaffold and support to create their own writing.
Furthermore, children can use the microphone tool to dictate
their writing and it will appear on the screen in front of them.
Clicker 8 can be used with all children at all levels, to support
and extend their learning of writing further.

Children who have specific learning
needs and find writing challenging

may engage within the Fischer Family Trust programme. At Grove
Road, we have staff members who are trained to deliver the
programme on a one-to-one daily basis. Fischer Family Trust
Wave 3 is an early intervention for children who have difficulties
learning to read and write. It is aimed at children who are unable to
access a group intervention. It addresses skills and knowledge at
word, sentence and text level. The aim is for the child to develop a
range of independent reading and writing strategies.

At Grove Road, we make every classroom an inclusive classroom
to ensure all learners’ needs are met. Therefore, during English
and writing lessons, scaffolds such as word banks, sentence
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starters, common exception words (in alphabetical order) and picture supports are available
in each lesson. Children are taught how to use these and are encouraged to access them
independently to support their learning. Furthermore, we ensure that presentations use a
soft pastel colour background, to help support visual access for all learning styles and
especially those who struggle to access text when displayed on a stark contrast background.

Intended Impact of Writing:

During the children’s learning journey at Grove Road, our intended impact of Writing
curriculum is to ensure that;

● Children will enjoy writing across a range of genres.
● Children of all abilities will be able to succeed in all English lessons because work will

be appropriately scaffolded.
● Children will have a wide vocabulary that they use within their writing.
● Children will have a good knowledge of how to adapt their writing based on the context

and audience.
● Children will leave primary school being able to effectively apply spelling rules and

patterns they have been taught.
● Parents and carers will have a good understanding of how they can support spelling,

grammar and composition and home, and contribute regularly to homework
● The % of pupils working at ARE within each year group will be in line with, or above,

national averages.
● The % of pupils working at Greater Depth within each year group will be in line with, or

above, national averages.
● There will be no significant gaps in the progress of different groups of pupils (e.g.

disadvantaged vs non-disadvantaged).
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