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19/10 Parent Consultations 4-6:15pm 

20/10 Y2 History Workshop day 

21/10/21 Parent Consultations 4:45-7:30pm 

25/10/21 HALF TERM 

31/10/21 Closing date for Y7 admissions 

applications 

1/11/21 OCCASIONAL day—school closed 

1/11/21 Reception admissions process 

opens 

3/11/21 Y1 to Waddesdon Manor 

12/11/21 R & KS1 PJ Party 

19/11/21 Children in Need day 

19/11/21 KS2 Discos 

23/11/21 Y6 History Workshop day 

26/11/21 INSET Day-school closed 

8/12/21 Early Years’ Nativity am 

9/12/21 Early Years’ Nativity pm 

10/12/21 Festive Friday 

17/12/21 Christmas lunch 

21/12/21 Term Ends 1:30pm 

5/1/21 INSET Day—school closed 

6/1/22 Spring term begins 

15/1/22 Reception admissions close 

14/2/22 HALF TERM 

21/2/22 INSET day—school closed 

 

FULL SET OF TERM DATES LISTED ON 

PAGE 3 

 

E-Safety Special  
Edition 

Internet safety is the child protection issue of the 21st Century. 
Whilst the internet can offer access to a host of resources and    
benefits we are starting to see the impact of all sorts of issues for the  
children we work with at Grove Road. Many issues that previously 
would have been restricted to KS3 and KS4 are now filtering down to 
KS2 and younger pupils.  
Parents are feeling increasingly out of their depth and some have no 
idea the sort of things the children are seeing online. It’s too easy to 
think “not my child”. The sad reality is that every child who has     
access to the internet is at risk. If your child has: 

• access to a device connected to the internet 

• any social media accounts 

• access to on-line gaming 
they may well have seen or heard things that are inappropriate, but 
could be disturbing or even putting them at risk of harm. The      
messages in this letter are for all parents regardless of the age or 
gender of your children.  

In this letter we will explore and 
highlight some of the issues we 
are currently dealing with linked 
to online : 

• CONTENT 

• CONTACT 

• CONDUCT 



CONTENT 

What we are finding is that the children are very good at telling us all the right answers about their online 
activities. They know about password security, they know about not giving people they meet online their 
details, they even know that not everyone is who they say they are online… BUT they are curious and 
they often feel they know best. They also don’t want to get into trouble or risk losing access to their 
phones and i-pads. As such they are not sharing concerns and they do not always fully appreciate what 
they are viewing.  
 
What we want to try and do is share some of the recent issues we have been alerted to at Grove and 
how this fits with the picture nationally and locally.  

 

The issue of what can be viewed online is much discussed.  In the past children would look up rude 
words in a dictionary or try to purchase magazines from the top shelf of the local newsagent; there 
was a limit to where their curiosity could take them. Children are now able to access pornography at 
the click of a button and experience is showing us that this is no longer a teenager only issue.  
Children are now sharing images and media clips on TikTok, some of which are inappropriate and 
sometimes disturbing. By venturing into this online world they are seeing images of violence, misogy-
ny and graphic sex , before they have a clear sense of what a healthy loving relationship looks like. 
Children can become de-sensitised and their views on sex can be affected leaving boys and girls vul-
nerable to unhealthy relationships, manipulation and grooming.  
We recently had pupils in upper KS2 sharing Japanese Anime films that looked like a cartoon, but 
contained graphic pornography and sexual violence. These were then shared with friends. Some of 
whom were very disturbed by what they saw, others went on to watch more of the same. None of 
them spoke to their parents or teachers about this. It only came to light because a parent did a check 
on their child’s search history.  
Sadly, primary aged children watching and sharing pornographic images is now a reality and some-
thing we all need to be mindful of. The recent incident included girls and boys. It’s no longer enough 
to think my child wouldn’t do that. The pressure children feel to fit in and be part of a group and not tell 
tales are all issues that result in them being vulnerable and suggestible. They are still children and will 
not always make safe or sensible decisions. So parental controls, security settings and fire walls are 
essential.  
Please be alert to your child’s digital activity by: 
• Checking their search history and social media accounts regularly. 
• Checking what sort of discussions and attachments are being shared between their friends 
• Checking their security settings are still as they were when you last checked (they know how to 

change them)  
Quite often parents do not want school involved with events that take place out of school, but our 
safeguarding remit is very clear and we will contact you if we feel your child is at risk or unsafe. It is 
really important to work together but our reach is limited. Our primary goal is always the safety and 
wellbeing of all our students.  
Don’t wait for a problem before getting involved in your child’s digital hygiene. We had a very low take 
up for the sessions that ran last year to help parents support their children to be safe online. I know 
everyone is very busy but the online world is changing very fast and quite often the children know 
more than we do.  

If you think your child has seen something inappropriate the Children 1st link below may be helpful.  

https://www.children1st.org.uk/help-for-families/parentline-scotland/guidance-advice/pornography/   

  Tel: 08000 28 22 33 

Do you know what your child is accessing 
online?  

https://www.children1st.org.uk/help-for-families/parentline-scotland/guidance-advice/pornography/


CONTACT 

Social Media is an aspect of internet safety that is changing all the time.  
 
Despite the legal age to have accounts on apps like Tik Tok and WhatsApp being 13yrs, it seems most parents by  
have agreed to give their children access by the time they reach Y5/6.  
 
Whilst some children at Grove appear to have security settings organised, many do not. Some have undone the 
security settings that parents put in place. One result of this is that, of the accounts we have seen, many of the 
children have hundreds of followers. Some have over 1000 people who they have given access to. The children 
are desperate to collect likes and as such they are giving access to strangers. With that comes the ever increas-
ing risk of inappropriate content and contact from strangers.  
 
Parents are reporting that if they have removed a phone from their child’s bedroom over night, it is not unusual for 
them to receive upwards of 500 notifications through the night.  
 
If you are allowing your child to have access to social media sites you need to be talking to them about: 

• Who follows them and why? (Are they people you would let into your house?) 

• What are the boundaries and limits  to their social media contact? (Do you allow unsupervised access?)  

• Who are they contacting and who contacts them?  

• How long are they spending on social media each day? (Does the reality match what they are saying?) 

• Security and privacy settings (and why these matter)  

• Do they have a cut off time? (or do they have access to a device all through the night?)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Six Apps and services every parent should know about: 
https://www.parents.parentzone.org.uk/morearticles/the-6-apps-and-services-that-every-parent-should-
know-about 
 

Pictured are 2 Tik Tok accounts from Y6. 
One with tight parental controls. The other  
with open settings.  

Do you know who your child is contacting online?  

Children (including pupils at Grove Road) are being 
approached by strangers to engage online. We 
know that groups  linked to County Lines are using 
apps like Tik Tok to groom and manipulate children. 
So please do encourage open dialogue with your 
children if they are using social media. We need 
them to talk to a trusted adult if they feel out of their 
depth.  



CONDUCT 

Children often say unkind and silly things to one another. Learning pro-social behaviour is a key part of growing 
up, with some children finding it easier than others. The additional challenge is that social media is coming into 
children’s lives and giving them access to spaces they are not fully equipped to deal with. On social media they 
are mixing with unseen and unknown contacts of all ages. The language being used and the images being shared 
are unregulated and unsupervised. Many children have access to their own devices, often unsupervised and 
sometimes through the night.  Children with social media accounts are getting hundreds of notifications through 
the night, many of which are inappropriate.  
 
Issues with online comments include: 

• They stay there forever as part of an individual’s digital footprint 

• Children can receive these messages in in the safety of their own home and are not getting the distance or 
respite they need to keep perspective 

• Children will say things online that they might not say face to face 

• Online comments can be read and re-read making it hard for the victim to move on 

• Children are reluctant to report them because they worry about losing access to social media 
 
You may not be able to prevent your child receiving unkind comments but you can encourage them to tell you if 
something has happened. It is also a good idea to check their messages and social media accounts,              en-
couraging them not to say anything to anyone on line that they would not be happy for you to see.  
 
Many children are now accessing an online world they are not fully equipped to deal with. The pressure to be like 
their peers, to have a phone and to fit in (fear of missing out) can be overwhelming and makes it difficult for many 
parents to say no. Please help to guide your child online. Be aware of the pitfalls and the risks so that your child is 
safe and their conduct is always appropriate.  Don’t wait for a phone call from school to alert you to a problem.  

During lockdown, people in the UK spent 40% of their day watching TV and online services. The time spent on 
apps increased by 20%, with mobile phone usage up by 30% from pre pandemic levels.  For some children, their 
online behaviours have not reverted to pre-pandemic usage patterns. You can check your child’s screen time on an 
iPhone or ipad by: 

• Going to settings 

• Tapping screen time 

• Tapping ‘See all activity’ under the graph 

• You can see usage and  how many times a device was picked up 
If you have other Apple devices and have turned on Share Across Devices, you can view overall usage across all 
devices signed in with the Apple ID and password. 
 
Android doesn’t offer a screen time feature by default like iOS, but there are ways to check your usage. If you’re 
using a Pixel device or a device that’s running Android One, you can check your screen usage with Digital Wellbe-
ing. Simply go to settings and click Digital Wellbeing. 

Cyber bullying and abuse is a very real issue for children and adolescents with an online presence. The greater 
their access to social media, the greater the risks.  
 
Below is a link to a very moving film of two parents and their tragic experience, reflecting on the impact of social 
media and their advice to other parents to avoid underestimating the impact and influence social media can have.  
https://fb.watch/8kpD-2PTvL/  

Do you know how your child is behaving online?  

Whilst I am aware that there is some very challenging content in this newsletter and that many of 
the children at Grove are still very young, experience is telling us that we cannot be complacent 
about the risks of social media. The internet is a powerful slave but a very poor master. We just 
don’t want you getting caught out.  
The school website has links to Parent Zone which will give you the most up to date guidance 
and information.  
https://www.groveroad.herts.sch.uk/190/online-safety 
 

If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  

https://fb.watch/8kpD-2PTvL/


Term Time & Holiday Dates for  

2021/22 
 

• Half Term Holiday - Monday 25th October to 
Friday 29th October 

• INSET Day - Monday 1st November (school 
closed for staff training)  

• Occasional Day - Friday 26th November School 
closed 

• Term finishes at 1:30pm on Tuesday 21st De-
cember 

• Christmas Holiday - Wednesday 22nd Decem-
ber to Wednesday  5th January 2022 

• INSET Day - Wednesday 5th January (school 
closed for staff training)  

• Spring Term begins - Thursday 6th January 
2022 

• Half Term Holiday - Monday 14th February to 
Friday 18th February 

• INSET Day - Monday 21st February 
• Spring Term finishes at 1:30pm on Friday 1st 

April 
• Easter Holiday– Monday 4th April to Monday 

18th April 
• Summer Term begins Tuesday 19th April 
• Bank Holiday - Monday 2nd May 
• Half Term Holiday - Monday 30th May to Friday 

3rd June  
• Friday 1st July—Jubilee Day 
• Summer Term finishes at 1:30pm on  Thursday 

21st July  
• INSET Day - Friday 22nd July (school closed for 

staff training)  

Don’t forget that a full set of dates, policies and school information are available on our website.  

www.groveroad.herts.sch.uk 

Provisional Term Time & Holiday Dates 
for  

2022/23 
 
• INSET Day - Thursday 1st September 
• INSET Day - Friday 2nd September 
• Autumn term starts Monday 5th Septem-

ber 
• INSET Day Friday 21st October (TBC) 
• Half Term Holiday Monday 24th October 

to Friday 28th October 
• Occasional Day Friday 25th November 
• Term finishes Wednesday 21st December 

at 1:30pm 
• Christmas Holiday Thursday 22nd Decem-

ber to Wednesday 4th January 
• INSET Day Thursday 5th January 
• INSET Day Friday 6th January 
• Spring Term begins Monday 9th January  
• Half Term Holiday Monday 13th February 

to Friday 17th February 
• Spring term finishes Friday 31st March at 

1:30pm 
• Easter break Monday 3rd April to Friday 

14th April 
• Summer term begins Monday 17th April 
• Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 
• Half Term Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd 

June 
• Summer term finishes Friday 21st July at 

1:30pm 
 
These dates are provisional and could be  

subject to minor changes 

Jubilee Day 
 
Because the additional Jubilee bank holiday 
falls in May half term, the DfE have confirmed 
that schools need to select an additional day of 
holiday as part of the celebrations. To give you 
as much notice as possible we have opted  for 
Friday 1st July 2022. 
 
 It’s a long summer term, so the long weekend 
will hopefully give the children a break as we 
approach the end of the school year.  


