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Growing and Achieving Together 
Community   Respect   Self-Belief   Ambition 

 5/10 Parent Consulta-

tion on-line bookings 

open 7pm 

 13/10 Flu Vaccina-

tions Rec-Y6 

 w/b 19/10 On-line Parent Consultations 

 23/10 INSET Day -school closed for 

staff training 

 26/10 HALF TERM 

 2/11 School resumes 

 11/11 Individual photographs 

 11/11 Home Learning resumes 

 18/11 Flu vaccinations Rec– Y6 

 27/11 Occasional Day (School Closed)  

 16/12 Christmas lunch 

 22/12 @1:30pm Term ends 

 6/1/21 INSET Day- school closed for 

staff training 

 7/1 Spring Term starts 

 

 

FULL SET OF TERM DATES ON PAGE 3 

Parent Consultations & Reports 2020/21 
We have opted to try on-line parent consultations this term via your 
child’s Google Classroom account. The booking system will open on 
Monday 5th October (details to follow). Each teacher will nominate a 
mix of early and late evening sessions during week beginning 19th 
October. This of course is an experiment where we hope the ad-
vantages will outweigh the challenges. We will seek your feedback 
after the event, to see whether it is a format to pursue.  

Shoes 
As we start to transition back to familiar routines we wanted to re-
mind parents that all children will need smart, black school shoes 
to be worn in the building as well as a pair of shoes suitable for 
outdoor play such as trainers or wellingtons.  
Currently, we are keen to avoid congestion in cloakroom spaces 
so we are asking that children come to school in their smart black 
shoes and change into their outdoor shoes at break when we can 
more easily stagger the cloakroom use.  
As we approach half term the site can get very muddy. If your walk 
to school is especially muddy, children can wear boots and change 
on arrival, but the fewer who do this the better.  
Trainers can obviously be taken home as needed (especially at 
weekends) This will allow parents to check fit and condition. regu-
larly. A small draw string shoe bag is really helpful for storing mud-
dy shoes during the day.  
Our key goals are smooth transitions on arrival and departure, and 
to minimise mud being brought into the building. Moving back to 
our pre-existing shoe routines should help with both these goals.  

Please see the September Parent Handbook for details of the systems and 
measures in place at Grove Road to keep children, staff and parents safe.  

Tring  School Open Evening 
Tring will be hosting an on-line 
(live streamed) open evening for 
current Y6 and Y5 parents on 8th 
October. The event will begin at 
6pm 
Details can be found on the Tring 
School Website 

 

The start to term has been very busy and the full return has presented more challenges than any of 
us anticipated - particularly with so many coughs and colds doing the rounds. Thank you to all those 
parents who have supported community safety by observing advice to test and isolate when they 
suspect symptoms that might indicate CV-19.  Details of procedures in the event of a positive case 
are outlined in the parent handbook.  
In the meantime, please remember that staff are doing their best to answer queries in a rapidly 
changing context. Regardless of the stresses and strains of the current situation, verbal aggression 
will not be tolerated and could result in a site ban for any parent deemed to have abused a member 
of staff or another member of the school community.  We ask that everyone interacts with respect 
and consideration. We’ll only get through this by working together.  



Don’t Forget ... 

 Read the Parent Handbook so you are fully aware of the measures in place to reduce transmission risks 

 Make sure we have up to date contact details for you so that we can keep you informed via email, text alerts and 
the Everbridge notification system. It is also really important that we can reach you during the day should we 
need to. If your contact details have changed over the summer please email: 

                                        admin@groveroad.herts.sch.uk 

 Continue to adhere to the one way system around the school site and maintain a 2m distance at all times 

 Where possible, just one parent to come on site for drop off and collection 

 Avoid coming to the school office wherever possible. Please phone or email instead. We need to limit the num-
ber of people coming into the school building.  

 If you do come into the school building, we ask that all visiting adults wear a mask or face covering. 

 Help your child keep the items they bring into school to the absolute minimum. (water bottle, snack, change of 
shoes).  

 Reinforce the good hygiene practices we will be promoting in school: 

 Regular and thorough handwashing 

 Use of tissues when sneezing or coughing (catch it - bin it -kill it)  

 Avoid touching own face as much as possible 

 Avoid taking your children to crowded places as much as possible to minimise transmission risks at school 

 Where reading books are coming home, please limit the number of people handling them.  

 Please keep your child at home if they develop a high temperature, persistent cough, or other symptoms that 
might suggest COVID-19. Full guidance is available in the Parent Handbook on what to do if your child or a 
member of your household becomes unwell.  

We want to make the most of every day that we can be at school this year and we will do all we can to make 
the school as safe and welcoming as it has always been whilst restrictions and COVID-19 risk assessments 
are still in place. Please help us by adhering to the current guidance  

HANDS                  FACE                SPACE  

We Are Looking For A New FOG Chair 
 
Over the years, Friends of Grove has funded projects which have enhanced the childrens’ learning experience at 
school with new Chrome books, improved outdoor learning areas, books, and so much more. As you will have seen 
from their recent letter, they have had to take a different approach to fundraising at the start of this year due to coro-
navirus restrictions, but hope to resume normal activity soon.  
 
Friends of Grove is run by volunteers from the school community, but as a registered charity it requires certain posi-
tions to be filled. These positions are voted in at the AGM, which is usually held in October.  
This year we will see Vanessa Robinson stand down as Chairperson after 3 years of leading the FOG team. Thank 
you Vanessa for all your amazing hard work and fundraising ideas.  
 
We are now asking our families and wider school community for someone who would like to take on the role of Chair 
to enable FOG to continue its essential fundraising work this school year.  
 
Experience is not essential- we just need someone who is well organised, and able to give their time and enthusi-
asm, with a desire to be involved in fundraising and organising fun events for the children and families. It would best 
suit someone who is not currently working full time, but you will have full ongoing support from a great team of exist-
ing members. The FOG team are a friendly and sociable group of parents and carers, it’s a great way to meet peo-
ple and be involved in the school.  
 
Please let me know if you, or someone you know might be interested in learning more, whether it be for the chairper-
son role or as a more general helper. You can email FOG directly via their email address: 
friends@groveroad.herts.sch.uk,  
or speak to a FOG member at school (from a socially distanced 2m, obviously!) New fundraising ideas will always be 
welcomed, especially in light of the ongoing coronavirus restrictions! 
 
Please consider helping us, your support is more important than ever.  

Birthday Sweets  
Something we have neglected to clarify is how we will manage “Birthday Sweets” whilst we are adhering to CV-19 
restrictions. If your child wishes to bring in birthday sweets we ask that they are items that can be distributed in 
sealed wrappers. Staff will hand these out at the end of the day and tell children they need parental permission be-
fore they eat them. Sweets will be spread out on a platter or tray to prevent multiple hands reaching into the same 
bag. It is also really helpful if the teacher can have sight of packaging that gives ingredients as we have several pu-
pils in school with severe allergies.  Please avoid choices that include nuts, egg or dairy.  
 

mailto:friends@groveroad.herts.sch.uk


Google Classroom 2020/21 
You should now have received a letter with details of Google Classroom 2020/21 for Year 1 to Year 6. As well as 
access to Home Learning materials, parents are encouraged to look at what is available and remain involved so 
that you are all up to speed in the event of some year groups, or the whole school needing to move to on-line 
learning. Class Teachers are posting messages on the stream that parents might find of interest.  The Reception 
and Nursery Classrooms go live this week ( so please make sure you have returned your permission slips) Full 
instructions and guidance will be sent home for new parents. We are hoping to start very gradually and will post 
additional resources after half term. Staff are currently working behind the scenes to prepare some interim on-line 
teaching resources to be available in the event of a year group or class being sent home to self-isolate so that a 
transition to on-line provision can be relatively swift.  

BBC “Own It” App 
 
The Own It Keyboard and App helps children aged 8-13 years to lead a positive 
life online. Easy and free to download it provides keyboard prompts as children 
type and receive messages in the form of an emoji or caution message. It’s a 
bit like an on-line conscience, helping children think twice about what they 
choose to type. Designed to be the voice of an older sibling, the keyboard, once 
installed, responds with in-the-moment feedback to anything unkind or inappro-
priate. This will help children avoid mistakes with their digital footprint as well as 
give advice to children who receive inappropriate or unkind messages.   
 

The Own It app helps children  take control of their  online choices! 

The Own It app comes with a special keyboard. This can be used like any 

other keyboard, but it also gives you helpful tips and friendly advice as you 

write! 

Track how you feel and improve your wellbeing. Packed full of gifs and 

emojis to help express yourself! 

There are lots of fun quizzes, videos and articles to enjoy. 

Best of all, the Own It keyboard and app is personal to you. Everything you 

type is kept completely private, and never leaves the Own It app on your 

phone. 

  
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/take-control/own-it-app 
 
We are really keen for all our KS2 pupils, who have a device of their own, to 
download the App and install the keyboard as well as making use of the excel-
lent resources available. Please have a look and see what you think. The links 
below have some videos to explain the App and keyboard facility in a bit more 
details.  

https://www.bbc.com/ownit 
 

https://www.bbc.com/ownit/take-control/did-you-ever-post-mean-comments-
online 

Chrome Book Purchase Opportunity 
We are in the final stages of being able to confirm details for parents who might wish to purchase Chrome Books 
through Grove Road (and thus save on VAT). We are working on this is partnership with Tring School so that any 
devices purchased will be compatible with both school domains and licencing. I know that some of you are keen to 
make a decision as you are wanting something in place for Home Learning and also prepare in the event of further 
school closure/local lockdown.  
A letter will be coming out to you any day now with purchase options, once we can confirm prices with the supplier. 
This is in no way a requirement, but children will be able to bring their own Chrome Books into school if you wish. 
The option to buy might also help those of you thinking about applying for a Y7 place at Tring, to spread the cost 
by purchasing their Chrome Book early.  
In the meantime if you want to know more about the Chrome Book scheme at Tring and the information made 
available to parents in Y6 last year regarding purchase and use at Tring, the following webiste might be helpful.  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6RQlYLf2Wk     and   https://www.tring.herts.sch.uk/389/chromebooks 

https://www.bbc.com/ownit/take-control/own-it-app
https://www.bbc.com/ownit
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/take-control/did-you-ever-post-mean-comments-online
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/take-control/did-you-ever-post-mean-comments-online
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6RQlYLf2Wk
https://www.tring.herts.sch.uk/389/chromebooks


Don’t forget that a full set of dates, policies and school information are available on our website.  

www.groveroad.herts.sch.uk 

Term Time & Holiday Dates for  
 

2020/21 
 

 INSET Day - Wednesday 2nd September 
 Autumn term starts -Thursday 3rd September 

2020 
 INSET Day - Friday 23rd October (school closed 

for staff training)  
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 26th October to 

Friday 30th October 
 Occasional Day - Friday 27th November 2020 

School closed 
 Term finishes at 1:30pm on Tuesday 22nd     

December 2020 
 Christmas Holiday - Wednesday 23rd December 

to Wednesday  6th January 2021 
 INSET Day - Wednesday 6th January (school 

closed for staff training)  
 Spring Term begins - Thursday 7th January 

2021 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 15th February to 

Friday 19th February 
 INSET Day - Monday 22nd February (school 

closed for staff training)  
 Spring Term finishes at 1:30pm on Friday 26th 

March 2021 
 Easter Holiday– Monday 29th March to Friday 

9th April 2021 
 Summer Term begins Monday 12th April 2021 
 Bank Holiday - Monday 3rd May 2021 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 31st May to Friday 

4th June 2021 
 Summer Term finishes at 1:30pm on Tuesday 

20th July 2021 
 INSET Day - Wednesday 21st July (school 

closed for staff training)  

Provisional Term Time & Holiday Dates for  

2021/22 
 

 INSET Day - Wednesday 1st September 
 Autumn term starts –Thursday 2nd September 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 25th October to 

Friday 29th October 
 INSET Day - Monday 1st November (school 

closed for staff training)  
 Occasional Day - Friday 26th November School 

closed 
 Term finishes at 1:30pm on Tuesday 21st De-

cember 
 Christmas Holiday - Wednesday 22nd Decem-

ber to Wednesday  5th January 2022 
 INSET Day - Wednesday 5th January (school 

closed for staff training)  
 Spring Term begins - Thursday 6th January 

2022 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 14th February to 

Friday 18th February 
 INSET Day - Monday 21st February 
 Spring Term finishes at 1:30pm on Friday 1st 

April 
 Easter Holiday– Monday 4th April to Monday 

18th April 
 Summer Term begins Tuesday 19th April 
 Bank Holiday - Monday 2nd May 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 30th May to Friday 

3rd June  
 Summer Term finishes at 1:30pm on  Thursday 

21st July  
 INSET Day - Friday 22nd July (school closed for 

staff training)  
 

These dates are provisional and could be  
subject to minor changes 

Sharon Wilson (Head Teacher) 

Please note that our 5th INSET Day for 2020/21 has 
now been allocated to Monday 22nd February. 

Wherever possible we have tried to ensure our core term 
dates are aligned with Tring School. 


