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7/12/21 Y2 Christmas assembly 

8/12/21 Early Years’ Nativity 9:30am 

9/12/21 Early Years’ Nativity 2:00pm 

10/12/21 Festive Friday—non uniform 

14/12/21 Y1 Christmas assembly 

17/12/21 Christmas lunch 

21/12/21 Term Ends 1:30pm 

5/1/21 INSET Day—school closed 

6/1/22 Spring term begins 

15/1/22 Reception admissions close 

14/2/22 HALF TERM 

21/2/22 INSET day—school closed 

 

FULL SET OF TERM DATES 

LISTED ON PAGE 3 

 

Christmas Countdown 
Hello!  
December already and what a term it has been! As we 
count down the last 14 school days until we break up 
for the Christmas holiday we wanted to update you on a 
couple of things and thank you for your ongoing sup-
port.  
We are really keen to try and make the last few days of 
term as Christmassy as we can, but we also want to 
ensure we do all we can to navigate concerns around 
self-isolation in the run up to the festive season.  
This has been an incredibly challenging term for staff 
and I want to publicly thank them for the amazing job 
they have done to keep the children happy whilst work-
ing behind the scenes to adapt and adjust almost daily 
to changes and challenges thrown in their path. We are 
very lucky to have such a dedicated and hard working 
team. 

Secret Santa 
Thank you for all the Secret Santa donations already received. Staff 
elves are busy wrapping hampers so do let us know if there is a 
Grove Road family you would like to nominate for a Christmas ham-
per.  
You can make your donations to support this little bit of Christmas 
joy via the school Gateway. It’s not too late to submit nominations 
for any families you think might benefit from a surprise delivery. 
Simply send an email to: 

secretsanta@groveroad.herts.sch.uk 

Miss Reeve and Miss O’Leary have been busy keeping you all    
updated on life at Grove via our Facebook page. With less access 
for parents on site, they have been uploading images to provide a 
window on Grove, in addition to the updates available to you via 
your child’s Google Stream.  
You can find us via the Facebook link on the school website. There 
are some lovely glimpses of learning and enjoyment right across the 
curriculum.  

www.groveroad.herts.sch.uk  



CV-19 Update 
Sadly, you will not have missed the growing momentum in the media about another development in 
the Coronavirus situation. In response to the discovery of the new Omicrom variant, the DfE have 
issued revised guidance to schools on things that can stay the same and things we need to adapt as 
part of our mitigation measures. Based on the number of cases at Grove in the last 4 weeks these 
include: 
 Staff and visitors wearing masks in and around the building   
 Pupils need to self isolate if waiting for a PCR test result 
 Staff have resumed testing at least twice weekly using Lateral Flow tests 
 Pupils need to self isolate if they have a sibling who tests positive 
 Pupils are currently maintaining age phase bubbles 
 
These mitigation measures will be stepped up or stepped down depending on case numbers.   
 
Whilst our case numbers at Grove Road are slowing down, we are still seeing new cases. One pupil 
in KS1, one in KS2 and two staff have tested positive this week.  
 
Currently the advice from Public Health is that we can continue with the Early Years and KS1 Christ-
mas performances as long as there is not an increase in case numbers in one or more of these year 
groups.  
If you are attending one of these performances we are asking all parents to: 
 Take an Lateral Flow Test (LFT) the morning you are due to attend 
 Wear a mask when in the building, unless you are exempt 
 Wear layers! We will need to have all windows and the external door open in the KS2 hall to 

keep the space ventilated 
 Please only attend if you have booked a ticket. If you cannot attend that is fine but we ask that 

you do not give your ticket to anyone who already has their ticket allocation. 2 seats per family is 
a maximum. Do not feel you have to use your whole allocation if you don’t need it. Ideally adults 
attending will be from the same household bubble as the children so that we can minimise con-
tact to just the immediate school community.  

 We will not open the doors until 15 minutes before the performance to avoid people sitting for 
longer than they need to in this confined space. The children will be performing on the stage so 
wherever you sit you should get a clear view. Our suggestion is that you fill seats from the back 
first.  

Our goal is to strike a balance between giving children as many opportunities as possible in the run 
up to Christmas, but also minimising risks where we can. Staff have faced transmission risks all term 
and I am keen to get everyone to Christmas as safely as possible. So your help in adhering to the 
guidance above will be much appreciated and hopefully ensure we can go ahead with all the events 
scheduled in the run up to the end of term.  

In addition to the messages above, Rothchild 
House have posted the following message this 
week: 



On-line use survey 
 
We had over 100 responses to the parent survey exploring pupils’ access to the internet at Grove. All 
pupils have also now completed the pupil survey. Once we have completed the analysis we will share 
the outcomes with you in January, so that you can see what other parents have said and what the pu-
pils shared.  
The feedback from parents has been really helpful and I appreciate that it was probably more relevant 
to KS2 than for parents of younger pupils based on their internet access, which is what we were most 
interested in at this point.  
What is clear is that a lot of children are accessing the internet unsupervised and possibly more than 
parents realise, especially those who have access to the internet in their bedrooms. With the Christmas 
break approaching, please take time to check the security settings on your child’s accounts and talk to 
them about how they stay safe online.  
Thank you for taking the time to complete the survey. It was much appreciated.  

Christmas Plans at Grove! 
 
In partnership with FOG we are working behind the scenes to organise various events in the run up to 
the end of term. We have everything crossed that all will go ahead, so please see the information on 
page 2 outlining how you can help by following mitigation measures to minimise transmission wherev-
er possible.  
 
Tuesday 7th December—Year 2 Christmas assembly 9:00am (doors open 8:45am) 
Wednesday 8th December—Early Years nativity 9:30am (doors open 9:15am) 
Thursday 9th December—Early Years nativity 2:00pm (doors open 1:45pm) 
Friday 10th December—Festive Friday—This is an alternative to a Christmas Fair to give the chil-
dren the opportunity for a bit of festive fun. This means that again we are losing a significant fundrais-
er this year so please remember to purchase a raffle ticket or two and come along for a hot chocolate 
after school from one of the stalls on the playground. Other events and activities that day:  
 Non-uniform day. Christmas jumpers or party clothes  
 Christmas discos during the day for Y1-Y6 
 Christmas fitness activity morning for Nursery & Reception 
 Christmas craft activities 
 Father Christmas will be on site and delivering some early gifts!  
 FOG selling Christmas refreshments after school (outside)  
 
Nathan Ing is running the discos as a gift to the school. If you would like to show your appreciation, 
Nathan is a fundraiser for the British Heart Foundation and he has said any donations to that charity 
are always gratefully received.  
 
Tuesday 14th December—Year 1 Christmas assembly 9:00am (doors open at 8:45am)  
Friday 17th December—Christmas Lunch (pizza day will be on Wednesday that week) Children who 
have packed lunch are welcome to bring a festive lunch… crackers and music for all.  
Tuesday 21st December—Term ends at 1:30pm  
 
The children are tired so the staff are working to maintain routines where possible in amongst the ex-
citement of Christmas, to keep them steady and settled. Please stay alert to any symptoms of illness 
so that we can avoid transmission of bugs or virus where possible in the run up to this important fami-
ly holiday.  



Term Time & Holiday Dates for  

 
2021/22 

 
 Autumn term finishes at 1:30pm on Tuesday 

21st December 
 Christmas Holiday - Wednesday 22nd Decem-

ber to Wednesday  5th January 2022 
 INSET Day - Wednesday 5th January (school 

closed for staff training)  
 Spring Term begins - Thursday 6th January 

2022 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 14th February to 

Friday 18th February 
 INSET Day - Monday 21st February 
 Spring Term finishes at 1:30pm on Friday 1st 

April 
 Easter Holiday– Monday 4th April to Monday 

18th April 
 Summer Term begins Tuesday 19th April 
 Bank Holiday - Monday 2nd May 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 30th May to Friday 

3rd June  
 Friday 1st July—Jubilee Day 
 Summer Term finishes at 1:30pm on  Thursday 

21st July  
 INSET Day - Friday 22nd July (school closed for 

staff training)  

Don’t forget that a full set of dates, policies and school information are available on our website.  

www.groveroad.herts.sch.uk 

Provisional Term Time & Holiday Dates 
for  

2022/23 
 
 INSET Day - Thursday 1st September 
 INSET Day - Friday 2nd September 
 Autumn term starts Monday 5th Septem-

ber 
 INSET Day Friday 21st October (TBC) 
 Half Term Holiday Monday 24th October 

to Friday 28th October 
 Occasional Day Friday 25th November 
 Term finishes Wednesday 21st December 

at 1:30pm 
 Christmas Holiday Thursday 22nd Decem-

ber to Wednesday 4th January 
 INSET Day Thursday 5th January 
 INSET Day Friday 6th January 
 Spring Term begins Monday 9th January  
 Half Term Holiday Monday 13th February 

to Friday 17th February 
 Spring term finishes Friday 31st March at 

1:30pm 
 Easter break Monday 3rd April to Friday 

14th April 
 Summer term begins Monday 17th April 
 Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 
 Half Term Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd 

June 
 Summer term finishes Friday 21st July at 

1:30pm 
 
These dates are provisional and could be  

subject to minor changes 

Jubilee Day 
 
Because the additional Jubilee bank holiday 
falls in May half term, the DfE have confirmed 
that schools need to select an additional day of 
holiday as part of the celebrations. To give you 
as much notice as possible we have opted  for 
Friday 1st July 2022. 
 
It’s a long summer term, so the long weekend 
will hopefully give the children a break as we 
approach the end of the school year.  


