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Growing and Achieving Together 
Community   Respect   Self-Belief   Ambition 

 w/b 12/10 On-line Par-

ent Consultations 

 13/10 Flu Vaccinations Rec-Y6 

 22/10 Y6 Cyber-bullying workshop 

 23/10 INSET Day -school closed for 

staff training 

 26/10 HALF TERM 

 2/11 School resumes 

 11/11 Individual photographs 

 11/11 Home Learning resumes 

 18/11 Flu vaccinations Rec– Y6 

 27/11 Occasional Day (School Closed)  

 16/12 Christmas lunch 

 22/12 @1:30pm Term ends 

 6/1/21 INSET Day- school closed for 

staff training 

 7/1 Spring Term starts 

 

FULL SET OF TERM DATES ON PAGE 3 

Please see the September Parent Handbook for details of the systems and measures in place 
at Grove Road to keep children, staff and parents safe.  

Pupil Fundraiser 
JUST FOR FUN!  

 

Pupils in Year 5HL are working to raise money for  
Cancer Research UK, and they would really appreciate 
your support.  

They have organised a just for fun non – uniform day on 
Thursday 22nd October  to raise awareness and money 
for Cancer Research. There is a JustGiving website al-
ready set up at: 

 https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/uzma-Latif1  

You can donate as much or as little money as you wish, 

but please donate something if your child dresses up. 

The suggested theme is Halloween, but that is optional. 

The key thing is for the children to dress up in an outfit 

that makes them happy, just for fun. The initiative has 

come from Year 5 who expressed concerns that during 

the lockdown patients had their Cancer treatment de-

layed and charities like Cancer Research did not raise 

as much money as they normally would.  

Please help Year 5 raise money for Cancer Research 

UK. If every child takes part and donates just £1 we 

could raise over £450.  

We Are Looking For A New FOG Chair 
Please let us know if you, or someone you know might be interested in the chairperson role. You can 
email FOG directly via their email address: friends@groveroad.herts.sch.uk,  
 
New fundraising ideas will always be welcomed, especially in light of the ongoing coronavirus re-
strictions! 
 
Please consider helping us, your support is more important than ever.  

mailto:friends@groveroad.herts.sch.uk


Chromebooks 
The Chromebook purchase offer is available to all year groups but we are unable to offer a VAT saving 
outside Year 6 and Year 5. This is because we cannot currently say that children in Nursery to Year 4 
need a Chromebook to be able to access their daily learning in school. A letter will come home this week 
with details of purchase options but you may find cheaper options available elsewhere.  
If however we go into another lockdown or we have to send a year group home to self-isolate, we would, 
at that point, be able to offer a reduced price, as a Chromebook would be an essential piece of equip-
ment.  

Halloween and other seasonal gatherings and celebrations 
Although not everyone may choose to celebrate Halloween, Council leaders across Hertfordshire are  
encouraging people to celebrate safely, helping to save lives by preventing the spread of the coronavirus. 
This year, many Halloween traditions such as ”Trick or Treating” carry a risk and the county’s message 
is: this Halloween, stick to a safer way of having fun. 

Top 5 low risk activities: 

 Carving or decorating pumpkins with members of your household and displaying them in your 
window, or outside. This year, why not carve a rainbow in your pumpkin? See our ‘how to’ vid-
eo here: https://youtu.be/8rm4ri9_PxE 

 Taking part in a local ‘spot the pumpkin’ trail throughout half term week, where people display 
pumpkin or Halloween pictures in their windows and you have to try and find them all with your 
family 

 Organising a Halloween scavenger hunt, where children from your household are given lists of 
Halloween-themed things to look for either in your home, or outdoors 

 Having a virtual Halloween costume competition using zoom or Skype 

 Having a Halloween film night with your household 

 

Three higher risk activities to avoid this Halloween: 

 Participating in traditional trick-or-treating, where treats are handed to children who go door to 
door 

 Attending crowded fancy dress parties or any party where there are more than six people 

 Going to an indoor haunted house where people may be crowded together and screaming 

 

If you have any  COVID-19 symptoms, think you may have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, or 
you have been told to self-isolate, you should not participate in any in-person Halloween festivities and 
should not give out sweets to trick-or-treaters. 

School Uniform reminders: 
Please help us to re-establish routines and expectations at school by supporting us with our school uni-
form expectations.  
Since lockdown and the phased return, we are seeing more hoodies, novelty hair bands and coloured 
shoes. Whilst this might sound officious, these items can cause distraction and disruption in lessons, 
when teachers are working hard to get classes settled and re-focused on their learning. From this week, 
children will be asked to remove novelty hair bands and hoodies with logos. Please help us reinforce 
these expectations to reduce distractions in class. Please contact us if you are struggling to purchase 
uniform.  

https://youtu.be/8rm4ri9_PxE


COVID-19 Update 
 

I am relieved to be able to confirm that we have not had any confirmed cases amongst staff or pupils at 
Grove Road since term began and full-time provision resumed. However, as the graph below shows, the 
number of confirmed cases in Dacorum continue to rise.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ttps://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/cases?areaType=ltla&areaName=Dacorum 

Currently, the greatest number of children self-isolating are among secondary aged pupils. However, 
across Hertfordshire the number of children 16 or under, testing positive, is very low and accounting for 
less than 10% of all cases in Hertfordshire between 21st September and 4th October. Neither of the two 
confirmed cases at Tring School (Year 12) have any sibling connections to Grove Road. However, as  
cases in Tring town continue to rise, connections to pupils and staff at Grove are inevitable, so please do 
everything you can to ensure you and your children minimise contact and maximise distancing when out of 
school.  
 

Definitions of “close contact” are being revised and currently Herts County Council are advising schools 
that:  
A ‘contact’ is a person who has been close to someone who has tested positive for coronavirus whilst they 
were infectious (48 hrs prior to symptom onset to 10 days after -  or 48 hrs prior to test if asymptomatic.) 
 
The following criteria are to be used when defining a contact of a case:  
 
 Direct close contacts: Direct face to face contact with a case for any length of time, including 

being coughed on or talked to.  This will also include exposure within 1 metre for 1 minute or longer. 
 Proximity contacts: Extended close contact (within 1-2m for more than 15 minutes) with a case 
 Travelled in a small vehicle with a case or bigger van/transport where social distancing was not 

maintained 
  

As you can imagine, pupils and staff within a class or year group bubble will likely all be considered close 
contacts, based on the criteria above. Whilst staff are doing all they can to adhere to guidance and pro-
mote distancing, the nature of a primary school classroom is that there are times in the day when pupils 
and staff are routinely within 1m of each other.  
 

In the event of a confirmed case at Grove Road (subject to advice by PHE), it is likely that a class and pos-
sibly a whole year group may be required to self-isolate for 14 days. Whilst this will feel daunting and  
certainly inconvenient, our priority will be to do all we can to contain the chain of infection and transmission. 
Staff are preparing to move swiftly to on-line provision should we need to send a class or year group home, 
so that education provision can be maintained and disruption to learning minimised.   

6/10/20 = 19 new cases 
7 day average = 14.1 



Parent Consultations 
This is a reminder that Parent Consultations begin this week and run for the next 9 days. As you know 
this is an experiment and we are hoping the technology works as well as it did during lockdown. Staff 
are sending home confirmation of log-in details and your individual Google Meet joining code. Only a 
couple of parents made use of the test log-in last week, so I am hoping that means you all feel confident 
with the process.  
Whilst on-line meetings might not feel ideal, it’s certainly a good thing to be able to host these important 

conversations with you all. Please make the best of a tricky situation and work with us to keep to time, 

go with the flow, and help each other to make it a success!  

The first 6 weeks 
 
We have been back for nearly 6 weeks now and although we were pleased to welcome all year groups 
back in July (part time in smaller bubbles), the full return in September has presented all sorts of  
new challenges. Whilst staff and pupils have done a wonderful job of adapting to all the organisational 
changes currently in place, the real impact of all these changes is only now becoming evident.  
 
Many of the children are still adjusting to being back and we are seeing this in their learning behaviours. 
The sensory and emotional adjustments required for being back in a class of 30 are significant. Staff are 
working to settle and guide the children. Some have made the transition quickly, but others are needing 
more support. Parent Consultations begin this week and staff will use the opportunity to talk you through 
the changes and adaptations being made to support your children. Even those children who benefited 
from high levels of adult support during lockdown are facing adjustments. It’s difficult to go from 1:1 care 
and guidance to being 1 of 30.  
 
It is really important we give the children time to settle and re-adjust emotionally as well as getting their 
learning back on track. Don’t be surprised if teachers are telling you there are some gaps in learning, 
this is inevitable and something we anticipated. It’s an issue to be addressed but not something to be 
overly concerned about at this point. What we must do, as a priority, is get the children feeling secure 
and resilient enough to learn.  
We are in the process of booking another presentation from Dr Kathy Weston to address some of these 
issues and how we can work together to rebuild the resilience in the children of Grove Road.  
 
In the meantime there are little things we can do to re-establish routines and help the children feel more 
secure: 
 
 Talk positively about school and learning (try to avoid projecting your adult frustrations onto them).  
 Insist on uniform so that children know it’s school as normal 
 Establish and stick to routines. If you are making use of the staggered start in the mornings arrive at 

the same time each day and maintain a consistent bedtime routine. 
 Remove electronic devices from the bedroom at night. There is currently too much on-line activity by 

the children well into the evening. Parents can help trump peer pressure by routinely removing de-
vices from the bedroom and stopping on-line activity an hour before bedtime. The children are cur-
rently struggling to navigate social media and we are seeing the emotional fall-out in school.  

 

The children have all experienced significant change and disruption in the last 6 months and they know 
there is lots still being discussed in the news. Our job is to work together to create as much routine and 
security as possible in order to help them feel secure and face further challenges with resilience and 
confidence.  

If someone in your family tests positive for CV-19 please inform us immediately. You will need to follow 
the guidance outlined in the link below:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for
-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection


Don’t forget that a full set of dates, policies and school information are available on our website.  

www.groveroad.herts.sch.uk 

Term Time & Holiday Dates for  
 

2020/21 
 

 INSET Day - Friday 23rd October (school closed 
for staff training)  

 Half Term Holiday - Monday 26th October to 
Friday 30th October 

 Occasional Day - Friday 27th November 2020 
School closed 

 Term finishes at 1:30pm on Tuesday 22nd     
December 2020 

 Christmas Holiday - Wednesday 23rd December 
to Wednesday  6th January 2021 

 INSET Day - Wednesday 6th January (school 
closed for staff training)  

 Spring Term begins - Thursday 7th January 
2021 

 Half Term Holiday - Monday 15th February to 
Friday 19th February 

 INSET Day - Monday 22nd February (school 
closed for staff training)  

 Spring Term finishes at 1:30pm on Friday 26th 
March 2021 

 Easter Holiday– Monday 29th March to Friday 
9th April 2021 

 Summer Term begins Monday 12th April 2021 
 Bank Holiday - Monday 3rd May 2021 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 31st May to Friday 

4th June 2021 
 Summer Term finishes at 1:30pm on Tuesday 

20th July 2021 
 INSET Day - Wednesday 21st July (school 

closed for staff training)  

Provisional Term Time & Holiday Dates for  

2021/22 
 

 INSET Day - Wednesday 1st September 
 Autumn term starts –Thursday 2nd September 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 25th October to 

Friday 29th October 
 INSET Day - Monday 1st November (school 

closed for staff training)  
 Occasional Day - Friday 26th November School 

closed 
 Term finishes at 1:30pm on Tuesday 21st De-

cember 
 Christmas Holiday - Wednesday 22nd Decem-

ber to Wednesday  5th January 2022 
 INSET Day - Wednesday 5th January (school 

closed for staff training)  
 Spring Term begins - Thursday 6th January 

2022 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 14th February to 

Friday 18th February 
 INSET Day - Monday 21st February 
 Spring Term finishes at 1:30pm on Friday 1st 

April 
 Easter Holiday– Monday 4th April to Monday 

18th April 
 Summer Term begins Tuesday 19th April 
 Bank Holiday - Monday 2nd May 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 30th May to Friday 

3rd June  
 Summer Term finishes at 1:30pm on  Thursday 

21st July  
 INSET Day - Friday 22nd July (school closed for 

staff training)  
 

These dates are provisional and could be  
subject to minor changes 

Sharon Wilson (Head Teacher) 

Please note that our 5th INSET Day for 2020/21 has 
now been allocated to Monday 22nd February. 

Wherever possible we have tried to ensure our core term 
dates are aligned with Tring School. 


