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What a start to 2021 this has been! I’d like to be saying welcome back and Happy New Year but 
neither seem appropriate. So instead perhaps the new term greeting is Thank you! Thank you on 
behalf of the children and the staff for all you are doing. Parents and carers remain the unsung   
heroes of lockdown learning; none more so than our parents at Grove Road. 
 
What Next? 
You should have received several updates outlining the school’s approach to managing the chal-
lenges of another lockdown, which are all available on the website for your reference.  
Initial feedback from parents and staff seems to suggest that this lockdown is proving more chal-
lenging for everyone, for all sorts of reasons.  Our priority is to keep things as steady and worry 
free for the children as possible, working with all of you to provide as much flexibility and support 
as we can.  
If you have seen the update from Miss Reeve you will know that we are making additions to 
Google Classroom from this week. Please remember the work we schedule is meant as a guide 
only. Whilst the DfE are suggesting the children receive tasks and input that equates to between 3 
and 4 hours a day, this very much depends on your circumstances. The range is designed to keep 
the children focused on key skills whilst also providing a breadth of learning to keep them engaged.  
Some weeks you might manage more than others. Some children, depending on their age and 
ability will respond better than others.  
Please be kind to yourselves and do what you can. Comparing yourself to others can be detri-
mental and stop you celebrating all the wonderful things you are doing in impossible                   
circumstances.  
Staff have asked me to thank you all again for everything you are doing to keep numbers on site to 
a minimum which has helped enormously.  
We will be asking for your views more formally on 26th January when we will be seeking your per-
spective on Google Classroom and on-line learning so that we can review and adapt what we are 
doing to best meet the needs of as many of the children as possible. 
In the meantime please remember there are resources for parents on the Grove Together Class-
room to help you navigate the challenges of lockdown. This newsletter also hopes to signpost all 
parents and carers to support and help they might need over the coming weeks.  



Our Pathway to Diversity, Equity and Global Awareness 
 
Our hope is that by the time children leave Grove Road they will have a broad and balanced understand-
ing of the world which allows them to move through it with compassion and integrity. Even during lock-
down, we continue to ensure that our teaching and curriculum reflects the core British values of equality 
and respect.  
Governors and Trustees have published a Diversity Statement to make clear our ethos and direction.  
 
The Ridgeway Learning Partnership (RLP) promotes an inclusive ethos where we value diversity and  
recognise each person's unique perspective.   
 
The Trust schools seek to create: 

 Equity of opportunity for students, where we value the visible and invisible qualities of each  
person. 

 Awareness of unconscious bias and work to reduce and remove it from the organisation. 

 A learning environment where we all respect different cultures, understand and learn from our  
history, and expect high levels of mutual respect for every human being. 

 Young people who have an understanding and knowledge of the value and importance of diversity in society. 
 
Within the RLP, we can all bring our authentic whole selves to our schools, confident in the knowledge that we 
will be accepted for who we are and can strive to improve our understanding of diversity  
continuously. 

 
On Monday (18th January), Miss Lowey uploaded an assembly explaining a whole school diversity project 
to promote thinking about equity and equality. Originally a project planned for the spring term to be ad-
dressed in school, we have opted to pursue this now as a home learning project. The themes will be 
threaded throughout the year with assemblies and PSHE lessons to explore thoughts and ideas. Please 
take time to watch the assembly with your child and discuss some of the themes in more detail. The pro-
ject is designed to allow the children to access the themes at their own level of understanding and        
maturity. We look forward to seeing their ideas!  

Dr Kathy Weston - Resilience Workshops 

Some of you will remember the workshop session with Dr Kathy Weston last year, just before the first 

lockdown. The feedback from parents was so overwhelmingly positive that we have organised 4 further  

on-line workshops for parents across Tring.  

The sessions will be broadcast through the Tring School Youtube channel and parents will have the     

option to view them live and ask questions, or watch the recordings, which will be available for14 days 

after the live broadcast.  

We have agreed 4 themes that we think will be of most help to parents managing lockdown at the mo-

ment. Joining instructions will follow later this week. All the workshops are free and can be watched more 

than once. Log in details to follow.  

 “Parenting in a Pandemic” on 2nd February at 7pm will cover topics linked to family feelings and stress. Help-

ing parents to explore strategies to juggle the conflicting demands of work, family  and Google Classroom. 

 “Learning On-Line” on 9th February at 7pm will hopefully empower parents to understand that you are not ex-

pected to “home school” your children, but instead realise the unique learning opportunities that you as parents 

and carers can provide. Kathy will highlight the advantages you can give your children through talk and emotion-

al security.  

 “Building Resilience” on 16th March at 7pm will cover again some of the points raised in the session last 

March to help you foster resilience in your children.  

 “Digital Resilience”  on 23rd March at 7pm will explore the greatest challenges to children’s overall health and 

emotional wellbeing in today’s world—social media and on-line activity. Kathy will share her thoughts on what 

you need to know and how you can help your children avoid or at least navigate these challenges as positively 

as possible. 



 
 
We all have mental health, just as we all have physical health. COVID-19 may have triggered new feel-
ings of worry and uncertainty which your child hasn’t experienced before. It’s therefore more important 
than ever that every person knows how to look after their mental health and wellbeing - and how to seek 
help if they need it.  
 
Make sure you are following JustTalk on Instagram and Twitter at @JustTalkHerts and Facebook at 
JustTalkHerts to stay up to date.  
You will also find lots of FREE to access information on: 
 

www.justtalkherts.org 
Materials include: 
 E-learning – Evidence based ways that your child can improve their wellbeing   
 Short films and activities  
 Tools and activities for handling difficult times and emotions  
 Information about support services and how to access them  
 Parents ‘Top Tips’ leaflet on how to talk to your child about their mental health and wellbeing  
 
Domestic Abuse 
You may also have seen reports in the media about how to get help if you are experiencing violence or 
abuse in the home. 
You can go to any registered pharmacist in the UK and ask to speak to “ANI” (Annie) at which point you 
will be offered a safe space to talk to determine what help you need. ANI stands for Action Needed Im-
mediately.  
Pharmacies have been chosen as the outlet for the plan because they have staff trained to support    
people and are also classed as essential retail, meaning they remain open throughout any lockdown.  
The scheme is available now in 2,300 Boots stores and in 255 independent pharmacies.  
 
Support can also be found by dialling: 
 Domestic Abuseline 0808 2000 247 
 Respect Helpline for Male Victims of Abuse 0808 8010327 
 

 

Feeling Good Five 
We will continue to promote our Feel Good 
Five with the children to support their emo-
tional health and mental well-being. Now 
more than ever it’s important to nudge the 
children to take part in activities that support: 
 
 Connecting 
 Being Healthy 
 Keeping Learning 
 Taking Notice (mindfulness) 
 Giving 
 
During lockdown some of these things are 
more challenging to maintain in the ways we 
might typically approach them, but they are 
all still possible. At the moment, going for a 
walk to spot signs of spring, taking exercise 
or writing messages to friends and family are 
just as important as the tasks on Google 
Classroom. Regular screen breaks and time 
spent on something creative or a hobby will 
recharge batteries and boost emotional resili-
ence.  



Don’t forget that a full set of dates, policies and school information are available on our website.  

www.groveroad.herts.sch.uk 

Term Time & Holiday Dates for  
 

2020/21 
 

 Half Term Holiday - Monday 15th February to 
Friday 19th February 

 INSET Day - Monday 22nd February (school 
closed for staff training)  

 Spring Term finishes at 1:30pm on Friday 26th 
March 2021 

 Easter Holiday– Monday 29th March to Friday 
9th April 2021 

 Summer Term begins Monday 12th April 2021 
 Bank Holiday - Monday 3rd May 2021 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 31st May to Friday 

4th June 2021 
 Summer Term finishes at 1:30pm on Tuesday 

20th July 2021 
 INSET Day - Wednesday 21st July (school 

closed for staff training)  

Provisional Term Time & Holiday Dates for  

2021/22 
 

 INSET Day - Wednesday 1st September 
 Autumn term starts –Thursday 2nd September 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 25th October to 

Friday 29th October 
 INSET Day - Monday 1st November (school 

closed for staff training)  
 Occasional Day - Friday 26th November School 

closed 
 Term finishes at 1:30pm on Tuesday 21st De-

cember 
 Christmas Holiday - Wednesday 22nd Decem-

ber to Wednesday  5th January 2022 
 INSET Day - Wednesday 5th January (school 

closed for staff training)  
 Spring Term begins - Thursday 6th January 

2022 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 14th February to 

Friday 18th February 
 INSET Day - Monday 21st February 
 Spring Term finishes at 1:30pm on Friday 1st 

April 
 Easter Holiday– Monday 4th April to Monday 

18th April 
 Summer Term begins Tuesday 19th April 
 Bank Holiday - Monday 2nd May 
 Half Term Holiday - Monday 30th May to Friday 

3rd June  
 Summer Term finishes at 1:30pm on  Thursday 

21st July  
 INSET Day - Friday 22nd July (school closed for 

staff training)  
 

These dates are provisional and could be  
subject to minor changes 

Sharon Wilson (Head Teacher) 

Wherever possible we have tried to ensure our core term 
dates are aligned with Tring School. 

Food Bank Support 
 
 

If you or a neighbour in Tring are struggling to 
make ends meet the Tring Parish team are more 
than happy to help. We know there are many 
families not eligible for Free School Meals who 
are currently struggling. If you are worried you 
cannot give your children a hot meal everyday 
this week, please get in touch and we can help 
organise some additional food hampers.  
 
The team at Tring Parish also have supplies of 
essential toiletry items available if you need 
them. Any requests will be treated confidentially.  
 
You can also contact St Peter & St Paul’s church 
direct on 01442 822170,  who can help with food 
supplies but also be a supportive ear in these 
challenging times.  


