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FULL SET OF TERM DATES  

ARE LISTED ON THE BACK PAGE. 

• 29/3 1RP class assembly @ 9am 

• 29/3 Y2 to Living Rainforest 

• 29/3 Y5 History Workshop 

• 31/3 Term finishes @1:30pm  

• 17/4 Term resumes 

• 21/4 Annual reports home 

• 1/5 Bank Holiday 

• 2/5 1BA school trip 

• 8/5 Bank Holiday 

• 9/5 1RP school trip 

• 9/5 Y6 SATs begin 

• 15/5 Y5 to Hazard Alley 

• 19/5 KS1 Family Learning 

• 19/5 KS2 Disco 

• 22/5 Y5 Bikeability Week 

• 24/5 Nursery walk to Tring Park 

• 26/5 FOG Big Bounce Fundraiser 

• 29/5-2/6 Half Term 

• 9/6 EY & KS1 Sports Day (am) 

• 14/6 Class photographs 

• 14/6 Colonel Custard 

• 16/6 KS2 Family Learning 

• 16/6 KS2 Sports Day (am) 

• 19/6 Y6 to PGL 

• 23/6  Rec trip Bekonscot model village 

• 27/6 Y1 History workshop 

• 27/6 Parent Consultations (online)  

• 28/6 Parent Consultations (online) 

Plus… (see back page)  

Resilience Matters 
 

We talk to the children a lot about resilience and 
the power it creates. As well as a curriculum that 
supports academic progress, we want our pupils 
to leave Grove Road prepared for the next 
phase in their education and on the right path to 
be learners for life.  
Many of the children at Grove Road will grow up 
to do jobs that don’t yet exist. The world is 
changing fast and we want the children 
equipped to cope with change, to be flexible in 
thought and embrace new ideas and able to 
make choices as well as able to deal with      
challenges and disappointment.   
The amount of new technical information is dou-
bling every 2 years. So for students starting  a 
technical degree, half of what they learn will be 
outdated by their third year of study. So for our 
pupils the skills of adaptability, curiosity and   
resilience will be crucial.  
Experiences such as disappointment, being 
pushed out of their comfort zone and dealing 
with change are all essential learning opportuni-
ties, that we as adults need to help them           
re-frame. What can feel negative or difficult in 
the moment, can be a positive learning            
opportunity in the long term.  
I mention this because as we have resumed  
after school clubs, inviting visitors in and taking 
part in more enrichment opportunities we have 
seen an increase in parents questioning and 
challenging things like casting in plays, team  
selections and access to events. In a large 
school of over 450 pupils not everyone will get 
their choice. So please work with us to help your 
children learn to manage disappointment and 
celebrate their opportunities. The skill of           
resilience in the face of disappointment will be a 
huge advantage to them in later life..  

Wishing you all a very  
Happy Easter! 



 
As you will be aware from the news, there have now been four days of industrial action in schools 
across the country. As yet, none of the staff at Grove Road have elected to take strike action. They 
have continued to work at full pelt and have provided cover for colleagues who have been unwell.  
 
Quite often, possibly because everyone has first hand experience of schools and their own education, 
many people assume they know what the role of a teacher is all about. However, as we reach the end 
of term, I feel it is worth explaining that the role of the teacher extends well beyond the time when the 
children are here. Most teachers are in by 7:15am and they work late into the evening, either here in 
school or at home - as well as at weekends and in the holidays. All the planning, marking, emails, 
meetings, sports fixtures, report writing, parent consultations and after school commitments are done 
in their own time.  
 
We have a very talented team and we work hard to hold onto them. Whilst you might disagree with 
some decisions or get frustrated by some of our systems, please try to remember your child is one of 
456 pupils and the staff at Grove Road work very hard to give them all the very best education and 
experiences possible.  
 
The last two years have proved challenging for schools and the ongoing budget restraints are making 
things even more difficult. We will always seek to work in partnership with parents, but we are also  
increasingly finding that we are needing to manage parental expectations to explain what we can    
reasonably do.  Whilst we are always happy to hear suggestions and listen to queries, I want parents 
to understand that staff do their absolute best all of the time, but are working to balance the needs of 
all children. 
 
I especially wanted to thank the parents who have taken the time this term to express their apprecia-
tion and send in positive feedback for the staff and the jobs they do at Grove Road. The positive feed-
back we have received has made a huge difference for staff. Whilst there is always room for improve-
ment and we will never get it right for everyone all of the time, the team at Grove Road do a fabulous 
job and I am very proud of them all.  I certainly feel very lucky to be working with such excellent            
colleagues.  

Reading at home 

Some parents, new to Grove Road have been asking about reading and how we allocate reading 
books. Please find a link below to a presentation available on the school website that explains the prin-
ciples we work to when teaching phonics and reading. 

The home reading book is designed to be an easy and comfortable read for the children. They should 
be able to read at least 95% of the text independently. We appreciate parents are keen for children to 
progress but rest assured the texts we use in school will stretch them and parents are welcome to 
share a variety of books at home.  

https://youtu.be/NorWQr2VnSA 

Grove Road Revolving Door… 
 
Having waved farewell to Mrs Chillingworth last term, I am very excited to announce that she has      
decided to return  to the Grove Road community after Easter! We have missed her enormously, and 
with Miss Morri due to move on with her global travel adventure in May, Mrs Chilli arrives back at just 
the right time.  
 

https://youtu.be/NorWQr2VnSA


Community & Consideration 
At a time when things are tricky for many, it is more important than ever to pull together as a commu-
nity.  
 
We have had several parents and neighbours flag concerns about inconsiderate and anti-social be-
haviours  in the last week or two. This has included unsafe parking, sitting in cars outside the school 
gates with engines running and two cases of verbal abuse between adults.  
 
Neighbours have been advised to report parking issues and number plates to the police. Parking on 
the corner of Chiltern Way is especially dangerous. After the accident on Brook Street earlier this 
month please be mindful of the risks created for children trying to cross roads and stay safe. Many 
children across Years 5 and 6 walk home on their own.  
 
Neighbours have also asked if parents waiting to drop off and collect could turn off their car engines 
while they wait. Car engines idling  have been proven to affect the air quality and have a detrimental 
impact on health & well being.  
 
Please show consideration for the residents around the school site and park with consideration. If 
there is no space to park, please try one of the roads further from school and walk the extra 5 
minutes now the weather improving.  

 

FOG Community Art Competition 
 

The quality of art work submitted for the community art 
competition was excellent. All the highly commended 
entries nave been posted on the school Facebook 
page.  

Congratulations go to Charlotte in 3KW and  Matil-
da in 2AL whose winning art work will be re-created 
on large panels outside by Claire Goodman.  



Matilda 2023 
 

Congratulations to Years 
3&4 for a fabulous  

production. 



Term Time & Holiday Dates for  
 

2022/23 
 

• Spring term finishes Friday 31st March at 
1:30pm 

• Easter break Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th 
April 

• Summer Term begins Monday 17th April 
• Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 
• Bank Holiday Monday 8th May  
• Half Term Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June 
• INSET Day Friday 30th June -closed 
• Summer term finishes Friday 21st July at 

1:30pm 

Don’t forget that a full set of dates, policies and school information are available on our website.  

www.groveroad.herts.sch.uk 

Provisional Term Time & Holiday Dates 
for  

2023/24 
 
• INSET Day - Friday 1st September 
• Autumn term starts Monday 4th Septem-

ber 
• INSET Day Friday 20th October (TBC) 
• Half Term Holiday Monday 23rd October 

to Friday 27th October 
• Occasional Day Friday 24th November 
• Term finishes Friday 22nd December at 

1:30pm 
• Christmas Holiday Monday 25th Decem-

ber to Wednesday 3rd January 
• INSET Day Thursday 4th January 
• INSET Day Friday 5th January 
• Spring Term begins Monday 8th January  
• Half Term Holiday Monday 19th February 

to Friday 23rd February 
• Spring term finishes Thursday 28th March 

at 1:30pm 
• Easter break Friday 29th March to Friday 

12th April 
• Summer term begins Monday 15th April 
• Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 
• Half Term Monday 27th May to Friday 

31st May 
• Summer term finishes Friday 19th July at 

1:30pm 
 
These dates are provisional and could be  

subject to minor changes 
 

One INSET day still to be scheduled 

 
There is an additional day of holiday to be      
allocated for 2022/23 to align with DfE school 
term requirements.  
The additional day will take place on Friday 30th 
June 2023. Tring School is also closed that day 
for staff training. 
In addition a Bank Holiday for the coronation has 
been announced (8th May)  

Summer term events (continued from 
page 1)  
• 30/6 School closed  

• 4/7 New parent induction talks 
 
• 5/7 Open Evening 3:30-5:00pm 

• 6/7 Y2 to Windsor Castle 

• 10/7 2AL Class Assembly @ 9am 

• 10/7 Y5/6 performance @1:30pm 

• 11/7 1RP Class assembly @ 9am 

• 11/7 Y5/6 Performance @ 1:30pm 

• 12/7 1BA Assembly @ 9am 

• 12/7 Class swaps pm  

• 13/7 2CP class assembly @ 9am  

• 14/7 Y3 History workshop  

• 19/7 Y6 Leavers’ disco 

• 21/7 Term finishes @ 1:30pm 


