
Grove Road Primary School

Non-Fiction and Fiction Genres
Skills and Knowledge Progression



Non
Fiction

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Reports Reports x2 – (2 + 2 weeks)
Find out about a subject by listening or
watching a video
Contribute to a discussion on the
subject as information is assembled and
the teacher writes
Assemble information from own
experiences
Write a simple non-chron by writing
sentences to describe.

Reports (4 weeks)
After a practical activity, take part in a
discussion, generalising from repeated
occurrences or observations
Recognise description is generally used
for precision rather than to create an
emotional response.
Distinguish between a description of a
single member of a group and the
group in general.
Read texts containing info in a simple
report format
Assemble info on a subject and use the
text as a template for writing a report
on it, using appropriate language

Reports (4 weeks)
Analyse- function, form, language
features.
Explore and incorporate in writing the
language of comparison and contrast
Turn notes into sentences grouping info
Note how writing moves from general
to more specific detail
Write non-chron reports, independently,
including the use of organisational
devices to aid conciseness- headings.

Reports (4 weeks)
Analyse- function, form, language
features, often written in present tense.
Compare reports written in past tense.
Develop research and note-taking
Teacher demonstrate how to write
report using notes in a spidergram.
Analyse a comparative and
non-comparative report and note the
difference.
Write own non-chron reports based on
notes, helping the reader to understand
what is being described

Reports (2 weeks)
Collect information to write a report in
which two or more subjects are
compared.
Consider using a question in the title to
interest the reader.
Write short non-chron comparative
report- clarity, conciseness and
impersonal style.
Explore the use of a more personal style
in some reports and use this in writing.

Reports (2 weeks)
Write report as presentation on a
non-fiction subject
Choose appropriate style and form of
writing to suit audience
Plan how info will be organised
Approach the subjects and compose an
opening, subsequent paragraphs and a
conclusion that will attract the reader
and capture interests throughout

Recounts Recount- simple first person
recounts based on real events (2
weeks)
Informally recount incidents in own life
for others to listen to.
Experiment with writing in a variety of
play and role-play situations.
Write sentences to match pictures or
illustrating an event.
Use experience of simple recounts with
an adult focusing on retelling,
substituting or extending, leading to
simple independent writing.

Recount- recounts telling
historical events (2 weeks)
Discuss the sequence of events
recounted in texts at a level beyond
which they can read
Collect a wider range of words and
phrases to support chronology
Read recounted information and discuss
how info is related
Create simple timelines to record the
order of events
Write narratives about personal
experiences and those of others (in role)

Recount – news/sports report (2
weeks)
Watch or listen to third person recounts
such as news/sports news and identify
the sequence of main events.
Note the inclusion on relevant, but
non-essential detail, to interest and
engage the reader
Continue to build banks of words
supporting chronology, noting those that
indicate specific timings.
Build banks of descriptive verbs to add
detail and description
Read examples of third person recounts
Write impersonal newspaper style
reports

Recount (2 weeks)
Write recounts based on the same
subject for two contrasting audiences
reflecting the level of formality required
Practise writing recounts with word
limits so that pupils are forced to
consider the conciseness of their writing,
whilst still trying to maintain the
engagement of the reader.

Recount 2 weeks)
Distinguish between biography and
auto, recognising the effect on the
reader of the choice between 1st and 3rd

person, distinguishing between fact,
opinion and fiction
Develop the skills of biographical and
auto writing in role, adapting distinctive
voices based on research or describing a
person from different perspectives.
When planning writing, select the
appropriate style and form to suit a
specific purpose and audience, drawing
on knowledge of different non-fiction
text types.

Discussion Discussion (2 weeks)
Begin to recognise which texts present a
single viewpoint and which try to be
more objective and balanced.
Through questioning and debate, explore
the expression of different views.
Give well structured and extended
justifications for opinions.

Discussion (2 weeks)
Discuss texts which seems to present a
more balanced view or explore more
than one possible perspective on an
issue.
Experiment with presentation of various
views through discussion, debate,
drama
Consider and evaluate viewpoints-
noting which are strong/weak
Identify language, grammar,
organisation and stylistic features.
Plan, compose, edit and refine a
balanced discussion presenting 2 sides
of an argument.

Discussion (2 weeks)
Understand distinction between
persuasive presentation and discursive
of a balanced argument.
Write a balanced report of a
controversial issue: summarise fairly the
views, analysing strengths and
weaknesses, drawing reasoned
conclusions where appropriate, using
formal language and presentation
Experiment with setting out opposing
views in paragraphs
Choose appropriate style and form to
suit a specific purpose and audience.

Instructions Instructions (2 weeks)

Contribute to class composition of
instructions with teacher scribing.
Write consecutive instructions
independently.

Instructions (2 weeks)
Listen to and follow more complex
instructions.
Read and follow sets of instructions.
Analyse instructional texts and note
their function, form and language.
Write extended instructions
independently.

Instructions – (2 weeks)
Compare instructions .
Analyse more complex and identify
organisation devices.
Research a particular area and prepare
oral instructions.
Evaluate effectiveness.

Instructions (1 week)
In group, give clear oral instructions for
complex task.
Follow oral with increased complexity
Evaluate sets of instructions for
purpose, organisation, layout, clarity,
usefulness

Instructions
Choose appropriate form of writing and
style to suit specific purpose, drawing
on knowledge of different non-fiction
texts.
Interweave  the use of diagrams and
illustrations, using these to take place of
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Independently write clear instructions
using simple devices to aid the reader.

Identify which are more complex
procedures or combined with other
texts.
Write an extended set and test them on
other people, revise and edit.

text where a visual would make it easier
to follow.
Use the language conventions and
grammatical features of the different
types of text as appropriate.

Explanations Explanations (2 weeks)
Draw pictures to illustrate a process and
use pictures to explain.
Ask questions to extend their
understanding and knowledge.
Write a series of sentences to explain a
simple, process based on first hand
experiences.

Explanations (2 weeks + 2
weeks)
Discuss a wide range.
Draw on and use new vocab from
reading.
Create a flowchart/cyclical diagram to
explain a process (after doing it)
After seeing and hearing an oral
explanation of a process, explain the
same orally.
Read flowcharts or cyclical diagrams
explaining processes.
Following practical, produce a flowchart
independently ensuring clear sequence.
Write a series of sentences to explain

Explanations – flow chart (2
weeks)
Comment on a range of texts, focusing
on how easy they are to understand.
Create diagrams (flow charts) to
summaries or make notes of stages in a
process.
Ensure relevant items are grouped
together.
Explain processes orally
Write a series of extended sentences to
explain a process
Ensure relevant details are included and
accounts ended effectively.

Explanations (2 weeks)
Interested the reader by addressing
them directly, or by relating to their
own experience.
Read and analyse a range, investigating
features of impersonal style
Distinguish between explanations,
reports and recounts whilst recognising
an information book would contain all
of these.
Comment on and justify a range of
texts.
Plan the steps and check that you have
included any necessary information
about how and why things happen as
they do

Explanations (2 weeks)
Read and analyse a range of texts linked
to other curriculum areas
Teacher demonstration of how to
research and plan a page for a
reference book.
In shared writing and independently
plan, compose, edit and refine
explanation texts, using reading as a
source, focusing on clarity, conciseness
and impersonal style.

Explanations (2 weeks)
Choose appropriate form of writing and
style to suit a specific purpose and
audience
Consider the difference between
historical explanations and explanations
using present tense.
Investigate when a different tense is
needed.

Persuasive
texts

Persuasion texts (3 weeks)
Read and evaluate a wider range of
texts, explaining and evaluating
responses orally.
Through role play, drama explore
persuasive scenarios and discuss the
effectiveness of different strategies
Present a persuasive point of view in the
form of a letter, beginning to link points
together and selecting style and vocab
appropriate to the reader.

Persuasion texts (3 weeks)
Read and analyse a range of persuasive
texts to identify key features and for
persuasion/inform
Investigate how style and vocab are
used to convince the reader.
Evaluate adverts for their impact,
appeal and honesty, focusing in
particular on how info is presented.
Assemble and sequence points in order
to plan the presentation of a point of
view
Use graphs, images, visual aids to make
the view more convincing.

Persuasion texts (3 weeks)
Read and evaluate letters intended to
inform, protest, complain, persuade
Consider- how they are set out,
language
Read examples- compare – informs,
persuades, considering the deliberate
use of ambiguity, half truth, bias, how
opinion can be disguised as fact.
Collect and investigate persuasive
devices
Draft and write texts for real purposes-
present clear view, comment on
emotive issues
Adapt for different audiences.

Persuasion texts (3 weeks)
Recognise how arguments are
constructed to be effective: expression,
sequence, persuasive examples,
illustration, evidence, pre-empting
potential objections, appealing to the
known views and feelings
Orally and in writing construct effective
arguments: use language techniques,
develop a logical point, anticipate
possible objections, harnessing the
known views, tailoring writing to formal
presentation when appropriate.
Choose appropriate style and form to
suit a specific purpose and audience
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Fiction Topics Covered with Skills Progression
Year 1 Narrative: (6 weeks)

Stories with predictable phrasing
Narrative: (6 weeks)
Traditional Tales – Fairy Tales

Narrative: (4 weeks)
Contemporary fiction stories reflecting
children’s own experiences

Take One Book

X3 weeks across the year
Oral Storytelling

● Innovate on patterns from a familiar story orally

including some story language

● Re-tell familiar stories and recount events- who, where,

what

● Use story language, sentence patterns and sequencing

words to organise events

● Recite stories, supported by story boxes, pictures

● Act out stories and portray characters and their motives

Writing Composition
● Write own version of a familiar story using a series of sentences to sequence

● Use patterns and language from familiar stories in own writing

● Write complete stories with a simple structure

● Decide where it is set, include good/bad characters and use ideas from reading

Grammar
● How words can combine to make sentences

● Joining words and joining clauses using and

● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives

● Separation of words with spaces

● Introduction to capital letters  . ? !

● Capital letters for names and for the personal pronoun I

Year 2 Narrative:(4 weeks)
Traditional Tales- Fairy Tales

Narrative: (4 weeks)
Traditional Tales- Myths- Creation stories

Narrative: (4 weeks)
Stories with recurring language

Take One Book
X3 weeks across the year

Oral Storytelling
● Re-tell familiar stories using narrative structure and

dialogue from the text- include relevant details and

sustain the listener’s interest

● Tell own real and imagined stories

● Dramatize parts of own stories for class

● Read aloud with appropriate intonation to make the

meaning clear.

Writing Composition
● Plan and write own stories with a logical sequence of events, using complete sentences

grouped together to tell the different parts of the story.

● Include descriptions of characters and setting and some dialogue.

● Use phrases drawn from story language to add interest, she couldn’t believe her eyes.

Grammar
● Subordination and co-ordination

● Expanded noun phrases for description and specification

● How the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its functions as a

statement, question, exclamation and command

● Correct choice and consistent tense

● Progressive form of verbs in the present and past tense to mark actions

● Use of capital letter, . ? ! , (for list) ‘ (where letters are missing and

possession)

Year 3 Narrative:(2 weeks)
Traditional Tales- Fables

Narrative:(3 weeks)
Traditional tales- alternative versions

Narrative:(5 weeks)
Adventure stories

Narrative:(2 weeks)
Writing and performing a play

Take One Book
X3 weeks across the year

Oral Storytelling
● Plan and tell stories, varying voice and intonation to

create effects and sustain interest

● Role play include dialogue to set the scene and present

characters

● Discuss writing models similar to those they will use in

their own writing to learn from its structure grammar

and vocab

● Explore moral dilemmas for characters using drama

Writing Composition
● Write stories that have a problem and resolution and are organised into paragraphs using

adverbs of time

● Include description of a typical setting and characters

● Use written dialogue to move the plot on

● Consolidate vocab and grasp of sentence structure

Grammar
● Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions adverbs, prepositions

● Introduction to paragraphs as a way to group related material

● Introduction to inverted commas to punctuate direct speech

Year 4 Narrative:(4 weeks)
Traditional Tales- Myths

Narrative: 2 weeks)
Story settings

Narrative:(4 weeks)
A story with a theme

Narrative:(2 weeks)
Writing and performing a play

Take One Book
X3 weeks across the year

Oral Storytelling
● Work in role to interview story characters

● Use improvisation to explore alternative actions and

outcomes to a particular issue

● Explore dilemmas using drama techniques- improvise

alternative courses of actions for characters

Writing Composition
● Write in role as a character from a story.

● Plan and write a longer story where the central character faces a problem that needs to

be resolved

● Use a clear story structure

● Use different ways to connect or introduce paragraphs

● Develop settings using adjectives and figurative language

● Include character descriptions designed to provoke sympathy or dislike in the reader and

try using figurative or expressive language to build detail

● Monitor whether their writing makes sense.

Grammar
● Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and

preposition phrases

● Fronted adverbials

● Use of paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme

● Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across sentences to aid

cohesion

● Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech

● Apostrophes to mark plural possession

● Use of commas after fronted adverbials.
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Year 5 Narrative:(3 weeks)
Traditional Tales- Legends

Narrative:(4 weeks)
Suspense and mystery

Narrative: (4 weeks)
Fiction from our literary heritage.

Take One Book
X3 weeks across the year

Oral Storytelling
● Improvisation and role play to explore characters points

of view

● Re-tell a familiar story from the point of view of another

character

● Use spoken language imaginatively to entertain and

engage

Writing Composition
● Plan and write complete stories- organise more complex chronological narratives into

paragraph units

● Adapt narratives that don’t have linear chronology

● Extend ways to link paragraphs in cohestive narrative using adverbs and adverbial phrases

● Experiment with the orders of chapters/paragraphs to achieve different effects

● Try varying pace by using direct and reported speech

● Use dialogue to build character

● Develop characterisation by showing the reader what the characters, do, say, feel, react

● Check for consistency in narrative voice in each part of story

Grammar
● Relative clauses- who, which, where, when, whose, that

● Indicate degrees of possibility using adverbs or modal verbs

● Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph

● Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time, place, tense choices

● Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity.

Year 6 Fiction Genres (4 weeks)
A range of short stories, conveying different genres;
a genre-swap story

Narrative workshop (4 weeks)
Review key narrative technique (creating
settings, characterisation, atmosphere)

Debating Skills Take One Book
X3 weeks across the year

Oral Storytelling
● Use improvisation and role play to explore typical

characters, setting and events in fiction genres

● Tell short stories in particular genres to engage and

entertain

Writing Composition
● Plan and write an extended story. Enhance writing with accuracy.  Use paragraphs to vary

pace and emphasis

● Describe a setting- senses, vary sentence length to achieve effect, variety of techniques to

introduce characters/characterisation, use dialogue at key points.

● Understand selection of appropriate Grammar and vocab can change/enhance meaning

● Use techniques learned from reading (figurative language, describe feelings, create mood,

changes of scene

● Create convincing characters and gradually reveal more as the story unfolds

● Understand nuances in vocab choices

Grammar
● Difference between structures typical of informal speech and structures for

formal speech

● Linking ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices:

repetition of a word or phrase, grammatical connections and ellipses

● Use of the semi colon, colon and dash

● How hyphens can be used to avoid ambiguity
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