
Grove Road Primary School

14th September 2022

Welcome Nursery

Dear Parent/Carer,

A very big welcome to Grove Road Nursery! We are very excited that you have decided to join us
here at Grove Road. The children are settling in very well and are eager to learn. The Nursery
team consists of Mrs Oakley, Mrs Harrison and Mrs Dunham (the Nursery teachers) as well as
Miss Brace, Miss Rodriguez and Miss Salter.

Key Worker Groups
As you will already know, Nursery has 4 colour groups each with an allocated Key Worker. Your
child will have been placed into one of these groups to allow them to settle in and feel comfortable
within the environment. Pupils will be able to participate in adult-led activities with their Key Worker
as well as being given the opportunity to work with and get to know all the Nursery team. If you
wish to share any information concerning your child, regardless of how small, please inform any
member of the Nursery team, or contact us via Admin on the school’s email address
(admin@groveroad.herts.sch.uk).

Blue: Mrs Oakley                                           Green: Mrs Harrison
Red: Mrs Dunham Yellow: Mrs Harrison

With regard to pupil collection, you will receive a Nursery collection arrangement letter. We would
be grateful if you could return it to us as soon as possible. If your child is to be collected by
someone other than yourself or by someone we have not met before you must inform a member of
the Nursery team when you drop your child off or by phoning the school office. We will not let your
child leave the building if we do not know the adult collecting your child and they do not have the
password you have supplied us with.

Routine
Each child has been allocated a peg in the Nursery. We encourage you to provide a coat and a
change of clothing on your child’s peg (please ensure that all clothing and shoes are clearly
labelled with your child’s name). Your child will also have an allocated shoe area. We encourage
pupils to sit down and change their shoes to help them become familiar with their indoor and
outdoor shoe routine whilst also promoting independence. Please can you ensure that your child
has Velcro or slip-on shoes (without laces) that will help your child become more independent in
this area. The team will work to support your child to become more independent when changing
their shoes and also when toileting. If you have any questions about how to help your child be
more independent in these areas at home please do not hesitate to ask. Book bags are to be
placed in the colour-coded book bag boxes according to your child’s Key Worker group. Below the
book bag area is also a box where pupils will place any work they would like to take home. We ask
you to regularly check in the boxes and take home your child’s creations. Letters will be individually
named and passed to you at the end of the session.
Please remember a named water bottle to put on the snack table for your child to access in the
day and named wellies for the rack outside.

Busy Fingers
Both morning and afternoon sessions begin with a ‘Busy Fingers’ session. The aim of ‘Busy
Fingers’ is to develop fine motor skills, language skills and a gentle settling in time. The morning
session is between 8.30am and 9.00am and the afternoon session is 12:30pm and 1:00pm. If you
get the chance we love to see you as much as the children participating in Busy Fingers. We ask
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that children stay in the classroom for ‘Busy Fingers’. They can explore the set-up activities
outside within their ‘Explore and Learn’ time. The children take great pride in showing you their
Nursery and what they are doing. Nursery doors close at 9.00am and 1:00pm, so please try to be
in by then. It is at this point that we say goodbye to the Mummies and Daddies and shake our
tambourine ready to start our exciting day.

Nursery Library Books
Your child is welcome to borrow a book from the Nursery Library bookshelves just inside the
Nursery front door. Please only borrow one book and return the book to the shelves before
choosing another.

PE Days
PE takes place on a Monday morning and Wednesday afternoon. During PE we have the
opportunity to go to the KS1 hall. Whilst we do not ask pupils to bring in a change of clothes we do
ask them to remove their socks and shoes. Our PE sessions can be quite active and regularly
include the chance to use the apparatus. For this reason we ask that pupils wear clothing that
allows them to move freely.  Where possible please avoid tights, skirts, and hooded tops/jumpers,
although we appreciate this is not always possible - particularly in the winter months.

Outdoor Learning
The children will have the opportunity to participate in ‘Outdoor Learning’ located outside near the
Key Stage 2 hall. These small group sessions, which will take place weekly on a Monday and a
Wednesday, aim to foster confidence, independence, resilience and creativity in our children. They
will need a waterproof coat and wellies, but waterproof trousers are provided.

Nursery Google Classroom 2022/23
Nursery will soon have a new Google Classroom which we will use to post useful information about
Nursery as well as some of the learning we have been doing. More information to follow.

Tapestry
Tapestry is a platform that we use to record observations on your child throughout the year linked
to the Early Years Curriculum. You will soon receive an email to set up your account. Most weeks,
you will find that your child’s profile has been updated with an activity that your child has completed
in their Explore and Learn child-initiated learning time. Please feel free to add comments to your
child on these observations. We would particularly encourage you to post any ‘wow’ moments that
the children have at home as we can then share these with the class. At the end of the year, you
will have the opportunity to download the journal and keep it as a record of your child’s Nursery
Year. You may see these abbreviations on your child’s observations:
E&L = Explore and Learn
AL = Adult Led
BF = Busy Fingers

Wow Board
In Nursery we like to share your child’s “Wow Moments” from home. This can be something they
have enjoyed doing, something they have done for the first time or anything that has made you
proud. Please fill in one of the Superhero forms attached and send it into Nursery where we will
share it with everyone and then put it in our ‘Superhero’ wow board for everyone to see.

Family Photos
Nursery are looking to create a ‘family’ display in our home ‘role-play’ corner.  We would like to
have a photo of each child with their family, preferably 6x4 or 7x5 in size, which we will put up.
Please bring these into Nursery when you have one.
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Some Polite Reminders
We understand that throughout the year there will be lots of birthdays to celebrate. We are not able
to hand out invitations for you. You can however send in birthday treats for your child to hand out
when it is their birthday.

We politely ask that children’s toys are left at home (comforters can stay in bags for when they’re
needed). If your child would like to bring in an item or object related to our learning we are more
than happy for them to share this with us during our daily ‘Talk Time’ session.

Please can we also ask that children do not wear necklaces, rings or bracelets as they may get
lost, broken or caught on furniture.

A Request for Some Resources
The children in Nursery love to cook and create. They also enjoy creating things out of playdough
and salt dough. We try to make things that link to our learning and enrich the children’s learning, by
following recipes, reading instructions together, measuring and weighing alongside developing their
language and physical skills.

In order for us to continue these valuable experiences we would really appreciate it if you could
donate any key ingredients. We regularly use:

Flour (plain, cornflour) / table salt / food colouring – any colour. Just one of these ingredients will be
a huge help.

We would also like junk modelling resources such as cardboard tubes, boxes and large boxes.

We would like to take this opportunity again to welcome you to Grove Road Nursery and remind
you that our door is always open - no query or question is too small. We look forward to working
with you over this academic year to give your children the best possible start in their school life.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Oakley, Mrs Harrison and Mrs Dunham


