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Nursery Provision                                                                            Thursday 7th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
You will be aware that there has been some ambiguity around guidance for the re-opening of 
Nursery settings. Hertfordshire have issued clarification today to say that 
 

 “it is their expectation that all nursery schools remain open for face to face learning, even if they 
are part of a primary school. The only exception to this would be if a closure is as a result of 
positive case(s) in the nursery school and any relevant self-isolation period is being observed or, 
because it is operationally unviable for them to open.” 
 

I have to be very honest with you all and say that given the risk assessment we are working to 
across the rest of the school this worries me. Having said that, I also appreciate for many of you 
the challenges and stress of school lockdown are enormous, particularly when juggling work 
commitments.  
 

I have spoken to staff this evening and we need to now try and plan how we can fulfil this 
requirement and keep staff, the pupils and their families as safe as possible, given the high 
transmission rates locally.  
 

Our goal is to try and offer spaces to nursery children next week where they are needed. To be 
able to manage staffing and risk assessments we need you to: 

 Complete the Survey Monkey via the link below to give us an initial indicator of possible 
demand (by lunchtime tomorrow). I know this is a very quick turnaround but to be able to try 
and get things in place for next week we need to move quickly. There are two questions, 
one to try and gauge demand over the next two weeks and one about longer term thoughts.  

 We will then issue a Gateway link (possibly tomorrow) for parents to book places for the 
coming week.  

 

Based on that information we will review our risk assessments and try to meet demand. If demand 
for sessions exceeds the number of pupils we feel we can safely accommodate, we may need to 
talk to parents and carers about possible rotas.  
 
This is a lot earlier than I was intending to offer nursery on-site provision more widely and I would 
ask parents to be as flexible as possible if they do not rely on nursery provision for work 
commitments.  
 

The nursery team will continue to offer on-line provision for all nursery children throughout this 
lockdown period for those who wish to keep their children at home. 
 

Thank you for your help and we will be in touch again tomorrow once we have enough responses 
to the survey. Whilst not essential it would be helpful if those already eligible to attend could also 
complete the survey so we have a full sample.  
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/VK9Z2VK 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sharon Wilson (Head Teacher)  
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