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Outdoor Learning at Grove Road

Introduction
This document outlines Grove Road’s approach to teaching
Outdoor Learning and how we develop children’s skills and
independence. As a school we aim to broaden and enrich
the children’s experiences by learning outside to enhance
their understanding of the world and give a creative
approach to building our curriculum. . This starts in Nursery
and goes through to Year 6.

Intent Statement
At Grove Road Primary we have a varied
outdoor environment, which can provide
learning opportunities and enrichment for all
children. We strive to give children the
opportunity to develop their own curiosity
and foster independent thinking. Children
are encouraged to lead the learning,
following their interests and using what they
have learned across the curriculum to
deepen their understanding.

Our main aims for our Outdoor Learning Curriculum are:

❖ To take learning beyond the classroom.
❖ To enable children to develop knowledge and skills in ways that add value to

their everyday learning experiences.
❖ To offer a creative approach to learning across the curriculum.

These aims will be covered with a variety of Outdoor Learning teaching and
strategies that not only seek to aid the children in their learning but also be provided
in a positive, enjoyable, creative and inspiring manner that will allow them to transfer
the skills and knowledge from the outdoor learning lessons into the classroom and
life outside of school.

Benefits of Outdoor Learning:

1. Enjoyment: Children enjoy participating and reflecting in outdoor activities it can
encourage a positive attitude to challenge and adventure

2. Confidence and character:Children gain confidence through trying new activities
as well as building resilience through taking on challenges and achieving
success.

3. Health and wellbeing: They develop their growth mindset.
4. Social and emotional awareness: Raises awareness of the natural local and

global environment and understand the importance of conservation and
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sustainable development
5. Environmental awareness: They acquire and develop

a range of skills in outdoor activities, fieldwork and
exploration.

6. Activity skills: Increase their initiative and innovation,
enthusiasm, curiosity, self-reliance, responsibility,
perseverance, tenacity and commitment

7. Personal qualities: Children extend their key skills of
communication, problem-solving, creativity, critical
thinking, leadership and co-operation

8. Skills for life: Children learn to appreciate the benefits
of physical activity and the lifelong value of participation
in healthy leisure activities and reflection

9. Increased motivation and appetite for learning:
Children develop an increased motivation and appetite for self-directed learning
that is contributing to raised levels of attainment in other aspects of their
development, as well as becoming concerned, responsible and fulfilled citizens

10. Broadened horizons: They broaden their horizons and becoming open to a
wider range of employment opportunities and life chances

‘High quality outdoor learning’ English Outdoor Council 2015

Implementation

Overview of Early Years Coverage:
Outdoor learning is a fundamental part of the Early
Years Curriculum to support the Characteristics of
Effective Learning. Through effective planning and
adult responses to support children’s ideas, children
can learn about the special and unique opportunities
outdoors. Children have daily access to the
designated Outdoor Learning area during their
Explore and Learn child initiated learning time.
Children are encouraged to
experience:

● Imaginative play
● Building and construction
● Physical activity
● Smaller fine motor skill and gross motor skill activities
● Horticultural work
● Scientific and environmental discovery
● Quiet and reflective play
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EYFS Learning Environment:
Our EYFS outdoor learning environment offers a huge range of experiences to

enhance the children’s learning. As a mixture of wooded
and paved areas, the children have great opportunities to
explore the natural environment hunting for bugs, exploring
the seasons and using the resources around the area to
develop their own investigations and play. There is a range
of foliage to explore and regular planting is planned to allow
the children opportunities to see new life growing. This
often leads to exploration and questions which further
develop their learning.
Our environment also offers opportunities to develop core
strength and gross motor skills through the use of climbing
apparatus, wheeled equipment, digging, sand and water.
Planned enhancements and interactions by the teaching

staff seek to use the environment to extend the children’s learning in creative ways.

In addition to this the children have a ‘Welly Walks’ where we take the children out
and about around the whole school site. These link to different activities that we are
doing in the curriculum, such as patterns, textures, fine motor skills and creative
skills.
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Overview of Outdoor Learning in KS1 and KS2
As a whole school, Outdoor Learning forms a part of
our wider curriculum, offering the opportunity to take
the learning outside the classroom. The cross
curricular approach enables the learning to be
explored on a grander scale, blown up in size and
multiplied. Mess can more easily be made to explore
and investigate. Children can develop their tidying
and organising routines. Fresh air, rain, wind,
sunshine and other elements bring the children into
close contact with nature and enable them to

experience the wonder of the outdoor world first hand. Questions arise outdoors
which can only be explored outside and physical exercise and spatial understanding
are developed.

Activities might include:
● Seasonal activities (planting, leaf collections,

looking at animal habitats, investigating ice)
● Science based learning linked to nature, the

environment and physical movement
● Creative approaches to English (e.g. poetry,

treasure hunts, hooks for new topics)
● Historical reenactments (Stone age - hunter

gatherers)
● Art in nature using the huge range of resources

available in the school grounds.
● Maths (using natural collections, measure and shapes)
● Geography activities linked to maps, orienteering and weather patterns.
● Computing

School Learning Environment:

We are exceptionally lucky to have an extensive grounds which offer excellent
opportunities for both formal and informal learning and play. This includes large
expanses of grass, a wooden climbing frames, courtyard areas, raised planters for
growing vegetables and wild flowers, a wild‐life pond and a wild-area.
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Our School buildings can also provide a useful resource for learning about energy
use and waste for example – tying in well with the school’s Eco-school Programme
and our efforts to have ecology and sustainability as an integrated theme throughout
our curriculum and evident in all aspects of the life and work of the school. We
actively encourage teachers to plan opportunities for children to engage in learning
beyond the school grounds. This may be as simple as a walk to a local town to visit
the Natural History museum as part of their History lessons or a visit to College
Lake, the local reservoirs as part of Geography.

In addition, our Y6 PGL residential is a key aspect of our Outdoor Learning. This
provides children with an opportunity to widen their range of experiences and find
new skills and interests in which they may excel.

Resources available in Tring to enhance learning:
● Tring Local playpark
● Tring Park
● Natural History Museum
● St Peter’s and St Paul’s church
● War memorial
● College Lake

Resources we use to
support the learning:

● https://muddyfaces.co.uk/activities
● https://www.mudandbloom.com/blog
● https://www.ltl.org.uk/free-resources/
● Whole School Approaches to Developing Outdoor Learning and Play |

Creative STAR Learning | I'm a teacher, get me OUTSIDE here!

British Values and PSHE Links:

At Grove Road, we aim to take a holistic approach wherever possible when teaching
British Values. Within Outdoor Learning sessions, the children will have the
opportunity to practise these skills linked to the core British values.

Democracy: Take the views and opinions of others into account; Take turns and
instructions from others.
The Rule of Law: Understand the importance of safety rules when working
scientifically; Know that there are consequences if rules are not followed.
Individual Liberty: Make choices when planning an investigation; Others may have
different points of view as to where to start.
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Tolerance:Scientific discoveries have come from other cultures. Understanding and
respecting views of others.
Mutual respect: Work as a team; Discuss findings; Offer support and advice to
others.

As part of our commitment to developing our Outdoor curriculum we have a school
Eco council which is designed to enable the school to help the environment. At
Grove Road, pupils were all invited to apply to be part of the Eco Team. The team is
made up of one elected pupil from each class who meets with the Eco co-ordinator.
They meet regularly to discuss and plan how to improve both the Grove Road school
environment and that of the wider world. The Eco-team members feedback the key
highlights of their meetings to keep everyone informed of their plans.

We are at present working towards our Green Flag Award from the Eco schools
organisation. Eco Schools is an international award programme that guides schools
on their sustainable journey, providing a framework to help embed these principles
into the heart of school life.

Enrichment
Over the course of their school life at Grove Road the children have a wealth of
opportunities to experience trips and share with visitors which broaden their
knowledge and understanding. The children will have opportunities both locally and
further afield to extend their outdoors. Trips and visits include:

EYFS Local walks, visits from animals, Bekonscot model village.

KS1 Local walks, College lake, The living Rainforest.

KS2 Local walks, Chiltern Open air museum, Windsor Castle. Woburn,
Legoland, Canal museum and boat trip, PGL residential.

Challenge Ladder

Where appropriate, the challenge ladder will be used in lessons. We recognise the
importance of breadth and depth of understanding, rather than stand alone
knowledge within each subject. Having a skill based curriculum, enables children to
become independent, curious learners who can transfer their knowledge,
understanding and skills in other parts of the curriculum and in everyday life; helping
them retain knowledge through real understanding.

The Challenge Ladder embodies the key skills children need to develop in all
subjects. It allows children’s learning to be transferable, successful, in depth and
contributes towards the spiral curriculum.

The Challenge ladder consists of steps for the children to follow in order
to achieve the skills they are working towards within a lesson or
sequence. A challenge ladder will include some/all of the steps below:
6. Assess: Form an opinion on something, evaluate.
5. Explain: Describe in more detail or explain how.
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4. Compare: Similarity or difference between places.
3. Demonstrate: Draw or display your understanding.
2. Identify: Locate or find somewhere/something.
1. State: Present knowledge clearly in writing or verbally.

The children will climb these steps throughout one lesson or a unit or sequence of
lessons. Some children will work through these steps independently, whereas others
will use these steps as a scaffold for their learning. Building these skills on the
Challenge Ladder will ensure children can ‘compare’ or ‘demonstrate’ in a multitude
of subjects and curriculum areas.

Intended Impact

After the implementation of the outdoor learning curriculum, children at Grove Road
will become more well-rounded and prepared learners and individuals. They will not
only be more confident and resilient learners, they will become more caring and
supportive peers due to the heavy focus the curriculum places on understanding and
generating empathy. This will allow children to become more able to regulate their
social, mental, emotional and spiritual health meaning the children perform better in
collaborative learning and tasks, arming them with the skills necessary to improve
themselves in their schooling career and life in the wider world.

As children grow in confidence in their abilities in the outdoor environment, they will
begin to understand, assess and manage their own risk and safety. This will allow
the children to become more independent and show them that life comes with not
only risk but also rewards. It also teaches them what their own limits are and that
they can push through them. Our outdoor curriculum encourages problem solving,
logical thinking and self-reflection and evaluation but most of all the pupils will see
that mistakes aren’t failures; they are a part of learning.
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