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Grove Road Full Return 
Handbook to Support Transmission Reduction 
 
This plan will be reviewed and updated in line with government advice.  
All text below in blue is taken for the DfE guidance supplied to schools. Links to the documents are 
listed below for your reference.  

 
Guidance for full opening - schools (revised 7th August 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-

outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 

 
What parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges in 
the autumn term (updated 2nd July)  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-

providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-

know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term 
 

Plans, Systems & Structures for Full Re-opening 
 
Given the improved position, the balance of risk is now overwhelmingly in favour of children returning to 
school. For the vast majority of children, the benefits of being back in school far outweigh the very low 
risk from coronavirus (COVID-19), and this guidance explains the steps schools need to take to reduce 
risks still further.  
We are, therefore, asking schools to prepare to welcome all children back this autumn. While coronavirus 
(COVID-19) remains in the community, this means making judgments at a school level about how to 
balance and minimise any risks from coronavirus (COVID-19) with providing a full educational experience 
for children and young people. Schools should use their existing resources to make arrangements to 
welcome all children back.  
In welcoming all children back this autumn, schools will be asked to minimise the number of contacts that 
a pupil has during the school day as part of implementing the system of controls outlined below to reduce 
the risk of transmission.  
While our aim is to have all pupils back at school in the autumn, every school will also need to plan for 
the possibility of a local lockdown and how they will ensure continuity of education. 
 
As we move out of restricted class sizes and closer to a more normal way of working in school, this 
handbook sets out how we will continue to do all we can to minimise transmission risks but also provide 
full time education for the pupils at Grove Road. 
If the situation changes nationally, or locally, there may be a need to return to smaller bubbles of children 
and a re-implementation of stricter restrictions. If we are instructed to close or partially close we will 
quickly revert to on-line provision for those year groups affected. In the meantime, the guidance below is 
how we hope to proceed.  
 
At Grove Road there will be three layers of contact and transmission reduction measures: 

 LAYER ONE: The school community (450 children) and their immediate families 

 LAYER TWO: Age phase bubbles (Early Years, KS1, Lower KS2 & Upper KS2)  

 LAYER THREE: Year group pods (max. 60 children) 
 
Layer 1 relies on staff, parents and pupils following government guidance out of school as well 
as on-site. 
As a community, Grove Road stakeholders have worked together to follow advice and keep the 
transmission rate low. As we return for the autumn term we will need your help to maintain adherence to 
the guidance out of school as well as on site, to minimise the risk of transmission within our community. 
By increasing the numbers on site each day we need to work together to continue to minimise risk. There 
will be unavoidable cross-over across the school community through sibling connections and shared 
access to the school site at drop off and collection. We will seek to mitigate against risks on site through 
measures such as, staggered starts, one-way systems, and ask that parents support us by taking steps 
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to minimise pupil exposure to unnecessary risk wherever possible. Parents are asked to avoid taking 
children to crowded places (beaches, zoos, public transport etc.) wherever possible when term resumes 
further reducing the risk of transmission at Grove Road.  
 
Layer 2 relies on limited contact and adapted routines around the site 
There will be some minimal cross-over within the Layer 2 age phase bubbles as pupils and staff move 
around their particular building at lunchtimes, walking to PE, or accessing shared facilities such as toilets. 
Frequent cleaning arrangements, restricted access and adapted school routines will be an essential 
element of our risk reduction for this layer of contact. 
 
Layer 3 is our most frequent and intensive contact grouping 
Children and staff will spend the majority of their time in their classrooms and outside with their class and 
year group pods, reflecting revised government guidance as restrictions begin to relax (as we move from 
pods of 15 to 30-60) . Robust hand and respiratory hygiene as well as frequent cleaning and resourcing 
considerations will be central to transmission reduction for this layer.  
 
Consistent groups will reduce the risk of transmission, by limiting the number of pupils and staff in regular 
contact with each other to only those within a group. This recognises the fact that children find it very 
difficult to distance from staff and from each other. Maintaining distinct groups (year groups) that do not 
mix makes it quicker and easier to identify those who need to self-isolate in the event of a positive case 
in the school community. The prevalence of COVID-19 is diminishing and as such schools can increase 
the numbers in each group. 

 
What steps will the school take to minimise infection and transmission? 
 
Essential measures include: 

 a requirement that people who are ill stay at home 

 robust hand and respiratory hygiene 

 enhanced cleaning arrangements 

 active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 

 formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those in school 
wherever possible and minimise potential for contamination so far as is reasonably practicable 

Although class groups will go back up to 30 to enable all children to return to school full time, we will 
adapt systems to minimise cross-over and mixing. Our aim to keep year groups (Layer 3) distinct from 
each other and mimimise the cross over within and between age phases (Layer 2) in the same 
block/building. This will mean that although we are aiming to return to full capacity, there will be aspects 
of the school day that remain subject to restrictions and adaptations until further notice.  

We will:  

 seek to mimimise face to face seating in classrooms 

 restrict movement and access between the different school buildings 

 keep the sharing of equipment to a minimum 

 avoid large gatherings and continue on-line assemblies with no more than one year group bubble 
(layer 3)  in the hall or dining room at one time 

 retain playground zoning until further notice, restricting cross-over between year groups 

 stagger lunchtimes to avoid cross-over in the dining room 

 encourage pupils and staff to distance as much as possible 

 clean communal areas more regularly as well as frequently touched surfaces 

 Staff working in close proximity to a child may wear visors to minimize droplet transmission 
 
Whilst DfE guidance says that staff can operate across different classes and year groups, we will seek to 
restrict cross-over to Layer 3 and Layer 2 only wherever possible, rather than right across all year 
groups.  
 
 
 
 
 



System of controls 
This is the set of actions schools must take. They are grouped into ‘prevention’ and ‘response to any 
infection 
 
Prevention: 
1) minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school 
2) clean hands thoroughly more often than usual 
3) ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 
4) introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using standard 
products such as detergents and bleach 
 
5) minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible 
6) where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) 
 
Numbers 1 to 4 must be in place in all schools, all the time. 
Number 5 must be properly considered and schools must put in place measures that suit their particular 
circumstances. 
Number 6 applies in specific circumstances. 
 
Response to any infection: 
7) engage with the NHS Test and Trace process 
8) manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community 
9) contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice 
 

 
Can I choose whether to send my child back to school? 
As we began our phased return we were clear that there would come a point where school attendance 
would again become statutory. From September all pupils are expected to return to school.  
 
School attendance will be mandatory again from the beginning of the autumn term. This means from that 
point, the usual rules on school attendance will apply, including: 
 parents’ duty to secure that their child attends regularly at school where the child is a registered pupil 

at school and they are of compulsory school age; 

 schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence 

 the availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ codes of 
conduct 

Pupils who are shielding or self-isolating 

We now know much more about coronavirus (COVID-19) and so in future there will be far fewer children 
and young people advised to shield whenever community transmission rates are high. Therefore, the 
majority of pupils will be able to return to school. You should note however that: 

 a small number of pupils will still be unable to attend in line with public health advice because they are 
self-isolating and have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves; or because they are a 
close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 shielding advice for all adults and children will pause on 1 August, subject to a continued decline in 
the rates of community transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). This means that even the small 
number of pupils who will remain on the shielded patient list can also return to school, as can those 
who have family members who are shielding. Read the current advice on shielding 

 if rates of the disease rise in local areas, children (or family members) from that area, and that area 
only, will be advised to shield during the period where rates remain high and therefore they may be 
temporarily absent (see below). 

 some pupils no longer required to shield but who generally remain under the care of a specialist 
health professional may need to discuss their care with their health professional before returning to 
school (usually at their next planned clinical appointment). You can find more advice from the Royal 
College of Paediatrics and Child Health at COVID-19 - ‘shielding’ guidance for children and young 
people. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-shielding-guidance-children-young-people#children-who-should-be-advised-to-shield
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-shielding-guidance-children-young-people#children-who-should-be-advised-to-shield


Where a pupil is unable to attend school because they are complying with clinical and/or public health 
advice, we expect schools to be able to immediately offer them access to remote education. Schools 
should monitor engagement with this activity 

Where children are not able to attend school as parents are following clinical and/or public health advice, 
absence will not be penalised. 

Pupils and families who are anxious about return to school 

All other pupils must attend school. Schools should bear in mind the potential concerns of pupils, parents 
and households who may be reluctant or anxious about returning and put the right support in place to 
address this. This may include pupils who have themselves been shielding previously but have been 
advised that this is no longer necessary, those living in households where someone is clinically 
vulnerable, or those concerned about the comparatively increased risk from coronavirus (COVID-19), 
including those from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) backgrounds or who have certain 
conditions such as obesity and diabetes. 

If parents of pupils with significant risk factors are concerned, we recommend schools discuss their 
concerns and provide reassurance of the measures they are putting in place to reduce the risk in school.  

Schools should be clear with parents that pupils of compulsory school age must be in school 
unless a statutory reason applies (for example, the pupil has been granted a leave of absence, is 
unable to attend because of sickness, is absent for a necessary religious observance etc). 

What will the drop off and collection arrangements be?  

Parents can drop children between 8:30am and 8:50am. Parents can then collect between 3:00pm and 
3:20pm. We have opted not be specify an exact drop off time for each year group to make logistics as 
easy as possible for parents, but we may need to revise this if the site is feeling too congested or the 
one-way systems are not being used, making social distancing difficult.  

The one way system will remain in operation 8:30-8:50am and 3:00-3:20pm 

We ask that only one adult comes onto school site when dropping off. Parents will not be able to come 
into the building.  

We also ask that parents do not touch any equipment or resources that are in the outdoor areas so that 
we can minimise touch points 

Gates will be hooked open during drop off and collection times. Then locked/closed as normal during the 
day.  

Parents will need to decide if they want their child to walk home and come to school on their own. Pupils 
walking home on their own will be released to go at 3pm to avoid what we anticipate to be peak time.  

Where we anticipate parents needing to wait in a restricted space or bottle neck, we have marked the 
ground to help parents wait safely 1m+ apart. Eg. Parents of RCT pupils have an allocated waiting space 
to be able to stand away from the walk way.  

We have also installed a temporary crossing at the main front gate to allow Y6 pupils to get to their 
classroom from the Grove Road gate and similarly allowing pupils arriving from the Bunyan Close gate to 
be able to get to Early Years and still comply with the one way system. 

Nursery parents collecting and dropping off at lunchtime will need to use the front Grove Road pedestrian 
gate. The Beacon Way gate will be locked during the day.  

 

Will equipment be shared? 
 
We will adhere to the revised guidance as outlined below. From September we will resume sending 
reading books home, encouraging pupils to wash their hands before and after sharing a book.  
Pupils will have their own set of pen, pencil, ruler etc as they do now.  
From September we will revert to a change of indoor and outdoor shoes.  
In the short term, pupils will be encouraged to come into school wearing their PE kit on the days they 
have PE.  



 
Equipment and resources are integral to education in schools. During the summer term, use was 
minimised, many were moved out of classrooms, and there was significant extra cleaning. That position 
has now changed for the autumn term, because prevalence of coronavirus (COVID-19) has decreased 
and because they are so important for the delivery of education.  
 
For individual and very frequently used equipment, such as pencils and pens, it is recommended that 
staff and pupils have their own items that are not shared.  
Classroom based resources, such as books and games, can be used and shared within the class; these 
should be cleaned regularly, along with all frequently touched surfaces.  
Resources that are shared between year groups, such as sports, art and science equipment should be 
cleaned frequently and meticulously, or rotated to allow them to be left unused and out of reach for a 
period of 48 hours (72 hours for plastics) between use by different bubbles. 
 
It is still recommended that pupils limit the amount of equipment they bring into school each day, to 
essentials such as lunch boxes, coats, book bags and water bottles. Pupils and teachers can take books 
and other shared resources home, although unnecessary sharing should be avoided, especially where 
this does not contribute to pupil education and development. Similar rules on hand cleaning, cleaning of 
the resources and rotation should apply to these resources. 
 
 

What do we need to do as parents?  

We ask that: 

 Parents do not drive onto the school site unless you have a disability permit 
 Allow extra time for school drop off and collection as we get used to the new systems on site 
 Sadly, we are not able to facilitate Busy Fingers or Family Learning for obvious reasons. Children 

who find it difficult to separate from parents will be given space and time outside to make this 
easier. We won’t pull children from their parents, but staff will be on hand to help. We suggest you 
allow additional time the first few mornings when children might find saying goodbye challenging 
to begin with, especially when parents are not able to come into the building. 

 Please avoid going to the school office wherever possible. If you could email or telephone in the 
first instance that will help enormously.  

 If you need to talk to the class teacher, please email admin@groveroad.herts,sch.uk and we will 
forward your messages. 

 Adults will be on the door in the morning to greet children and remind them to wash their hands 
on arrival 

 Keep your child at home if they are unwell 
 We will not be routinely taking temperatures but suggest that parents do this at home before 

coming to school, especially if you suspect your child is not feeling well.  
 Return inhalers, Epi Pens etc in a named bag on the first morning.  
 Practise and reinforce regular handwashing routines with your child at home and regular 

reminders to avoid touching their faces.  
 Parents are asked to avoid taking children to crowded places once term resumes to reduce 

transmission risks. 

 

Will my child need to wear uniform? 
All pupils from Reception to Year 6 will need to wear school uniform every day. Details of uniform 
requirements can be found on the school website. 
For the first half term, children can come to school in their PE kit on the days they have PE, to minimise 
what they bring to school and reduce the need for access to cloakroom space and changing facilities.  
From September we will revert to a change of indoor and outdoor shoes. PE days are outlined in the 
September Newsletter.  
 

Will school lunches be available?  
Lunchtimes will be staggered for the first term at least. School prepared lunches will be available from 
September. Lunches for Reception, Year1 and Year 2 will be funded by the government.  
For the first 2 weeks we have asked the kitchen staff to prepare packed lunches. Hot dinners will resume 
from 21st September. This is to give us time to devise and check systems and routines in the dining 
room.  

mailto:admin@groveroad.herts,sch.uk


Will the school still provide Google Classroom? 
We are keen to maintain access and skills linked to Google Classroom; both for the long term provision 
benefits, but also to be sure that in the event of another lockdown everyone is still familiar with the 
systems and techniques. This will allow us to transition across to on-line provision quickly should we 
need to.  
From 16th September, we will be posting Home Learning Grids via Google Classroom. If access from 
home is an issue, please let us know and we can arrange for paper copies to be sent home instead. 
Details will be sent home in September explaining access to the new Google Classrooms for each year 
group.  
You will have access to the current classroom resources until 3rd September.  

 
Will the school be planning trips and visits? 
Although the revised guidance states that schools can resume non-overnight educational visits, we have 
opted to postpone all trips and visits for the autumn term. The reasons are as follows: 

 To avoid travelling on public transport/coaches for extended periods of time 

 To avoid the risk of cancellation fees if a second spike should result in localised lockdown 

 Trips need to be booked in advance and until we can get a better idea of the infection rate going 
forwards it seems sensible to minimise any unnecessary risks. 

We hope that trips and visits will resume in the spring term.  
 

What happens if my child or another child is unwell?  
 
Schools must ensure that staff members and parents/carers understand that they will need to be ready 
and willing to: 
 book a test if they are displaying symptoms. Staff and pupils must not come into the school if they 

have symptoms, and must be sent home to self-isolate if they develop them in school. All children can 
be tested, including children under 5, but children aged 11 and under will need to be helped by their 
parents/carers if using a home testing kit 

 provide details of anyone they have been in close contact with if they were to test positive for 
coronavirus (COVID-19) or if asked by NHS Test and Trace 

 self-isolate if they have been in close contact with someone who develops coronavirus (COVID-19) 
symptoms or someone who tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 
Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) can and should get a test. Tests can be 
booked online through the NHS testing and tracing for coronavirus website, or ordered by telephone via 
NHS 119 for those without access to the internet.  

Schools should ask parents and staff to inform them immediately of the results of a test: 

 if someone tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar to coronavirus 
(COVID-19), they can stop self-isolating. They could still have another virus, such as a cold or flu – in 
which case it is still best to avoid contact with other people until they are better. Other members of 
their household can stop self-isolating. 

 if someone tests positive, they should follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households with 
possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ and must continue to self-isolate for at least 
10 days from the onset of their symptoms and then return to school only if they do not have symptoms 
other than cough or loss of sense of smell/taste. This is because a cough or anosmia can last for 
several weeks once the infection has gone. The 10-day period starts from the day when they first 
became ill. If they still have a high temperature, they should keep self-isolating until their temperature 
returns to normal. Other members of their household should continue self-isolating for the full 14 days. 

 
In the event of a confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community 

Schools must take swift action when they become aware that someone who has attended has tested 
positive for coronavirus (COVID-19). The health protection team will work with schools in this situation to 
guide them through the actions they need to take. Based on the advice from the health protection team, 
schools must send home those people who have been in close contact with the person who has tested 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


positive, advising them to self-isolate for 14 days since they were last in close contact with that person 
when they were infectious.  

Close contact means: 

 direct close contacts - face to face contact with an infected individual for any length of time, within 1 
metre, including being coughed on, a face to face conversation, or unprotected physical contact (skin-
to-skin) 

 proximity contacts - extended close contact (within 1 to 2 metres for more than 15 minutes) with an 
infected individual 

 travelling in a small vehicle, like a car, with an infected person 

Household members of those contacts who are sent home do not need to self-isolate themselves unless 
the child, young person or staff member who is self-isolating subsequently develops symptoms. If 
someone in a class or group that has been asked to self-isolate develops symptoms themselves within 
their 14-day isolation period they should follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or 
confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’. They should get a test, and: 
 if the test delivers a negative result, they must remain in isolation for the remainder of the 14-day 

isolation period. This is because they could still develop the coronavirus (COVID-19) within the 
remaining days. 

 if the test result is positive, they should inform their setting immediately, and must isolate for at 
least 10 days from the onset of their symptoms (which could mean the self-isolation ends before or 
after the original 14-day isolation period). Their household should self-isolate for at least 14 days from 
when the symptomatic person first had symptoms, following ‘stay at home: guidance for households 
with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ 

If schools have two or more confirmed cases within 14 days, or an overall rise in sickness absence 
where coronavirus (COVID-19) is suspected, they may have an outbreak, and must continue to work with 
their local health protection team who will be able to advise if additional action is required. 

In some cases, health protection teams may recommend that a larger number of other pupils self-isolate 
at home as a precautionary measure – perhaps the whole site or year group. If schools are implementing 
controls from this list, addressing the risks they have identified and therefore reducing transmission risks, 
whole school closure based on cases within the school will not generally be necessary, and should not 
be considered except on the advice of health protection teams. 

In consultation with the local Director of Public Health, where an outbreak in a school is confirmed, a 
mobile testing unit may be dispatched to test others who may have been in contact with the person who 
has tested positive. Testing will first focus on the person’s class, followed by their year group, then the 
whole school if necessary, in line with routine public health outbreak control practice 

The government have now also announced four “tiers” of action in the event of local lockdowns: 

Tier 1:Schools will remain open to all pupils 

Tier 2: Primary schools will remain open but secondary schools will move to a rota model combining on-
site with on-line working 

Tier 3: Secondary schools will move to on-line provision for all except vulnerable learners but primary 
schools remain open 

Tier 4: Primary schools will move to on-line learning for all except vulnerable learners 
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What if my child becomes unwell during the day?  
 
We will call you and ask you to collect your child if they display symptoms that indicate possible 
COVID19. Please do not send your child to school if you or a member of your household is displaying 
symptoms. While we wait for you to collect your child they will be taken to wait in an isolation room with a 
supervising adult.  
Staff will use the following DfE guidance if a child develops symptoms during the day.  
 
If a child becomes unwell with symptoms of coronavirus while in school and needs direct personal care 
until they can return home, a fluid-resistant surgical face mask should be worn by the supervising adult if 
a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained.  
If contact with the child or young person is necessary, then disposable gloves, a disposable apron and a 
fluid-resistant surgical face mask should be worn by the supervising adult.  
If a risk assessment determines that there is a risk of splashing to the eyes, for example from coughing, 
spitting, or vomiting, then eye protection should also be worn 
 

 
 
Will staff be wearing PPE? 
Staff will not routinely be wearing masks, visors or gloves, unless they wish to. However if working 1:1 
with a pupil or giving first aid and needing to get close to a pupil they will follow the DfE guidance below.  

The majority of staff in education settings will not require PPE beyond what they would normally need for 
their work. PPE is only needed in a very small number of cases, including: 

 where an individual child or young person becomes ill with coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms while 
at schools, and only then if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained 

 where a child or young person already has routine intimate care needs that involves the use of PPE, 
in which case the same PPE should continue to be used 

 
We will continue to review guidance regarding PPE and specifically the wearing of masks and face 
coverings. At the time of writing, masks in primary schools are not required, but this may still change. 
Staff and pupils who wish to wear a mask/visor while in school can do so, but only if proper mask 
hygiene is followed. (See Appendix 2) Please be aware that for most young children the wearing of 
masks can create more risks than it solves, which is why current advice is that they should not wear 
masks in school. Regular hand washing, good respiratory hygiene and frequent cleaning are far more 
effective in reducing transmission risks.   
 
If wearing a mask on the way to school, pupils must be instructed not to touch the front of their face 
covering during use or when removing it. They must wash their hands immediately on arrival (as is the 
case for all pupils), dispose of temporary face coverings in a covered bin or place reusable face 
coverings in a plastic bag they can take home with them, and then wash their hands again before 
heading to their classroom.   
 

What happens if my child needs their inhaler? 
If your child has emergency medication (inhaler, Epi Pens etc) that is normally kept in school, we ask that 
you return this on the first morning in a clearly named bag. There will be tables outside each drop off 
point for you to leave it. If your child has a spacer for their inhaler, please make sure they bring that to 
school as well as this will limit droplet transmission.  
For the time being, we will not be able to use the school emergency inhaler (even if you have previously 
given permission). We will inform parents when this position changes. 
 

What happens if my child needs medication? 
If your child needs to take medication during the day, we ask that you come on-site to administer it. We 
hope to be able to revert to normal procedures as soon as possible, but whilst we are seeking to 
maximise social distancing, we ask that parents come to school to do this if the child is unable to do it 
themselves. All medication must be handed to an adult in its original packaging. Parents will need to 
complete a medication form confirming dosage and details.   
 



Will you be sending head bump forms home? 
If your child receives first aid during the day we will not be sending home red bump notes or white first 
aid slips to reduce items being sent into your home. Instead, pupils will be given a red wrist band if they 
bump their head and we will contact you by phone. (leaving a message if you do not answer). If we are 
not able to leave a message we will send home a red bump note in a clear plastic pocket.  
For all other first aid treatment pupils will be given a blue wrist band. You will then know if your child has 
had to be in close proximity to an adult whilst being treated.  
 

When will Owls Club resume?  
Final arrangements still need to be confirmed, but we are hoping to resume after school care by Monday 
14th September. We just need to confirm that we are able to staff the club for the first half term whilst 
maintaining adherence to the Layer 2 age phase bubbles. We are aware that parents rely on this facility 
to support their return to work, but we also need to ensure we can limit cross-over between bubbles of 
children. We are currently planning to try and organise Owls provision based on Layer 2 provision, rather 
than combining children from across the school.  
 
Schools may keep children in their class groups for the majority of the classroom time, but also mixing 
into wider groups for wraparound care. Endeavouring to keep these groups at least partially separate and 
minimising contact between children will still offer public health benefits as it reduces the network of 
possible direct transmission.  
 

What happens if the transmission rate (R0) changes or there is a second wave of COVID-19? 
 
We will continue to follow the advice from government. If the situation changes and the advice changes, 
we will let you know immediately via the usual means of communication.   
We can only take things one step at a time, and we will continue to be as flexible and responsive to the 
situation as we can.  
Having established systems and routines for lock down and a phased return, it should now make things 
easier to manage if there is a second wave or a local lock down.  
 

 
 

Your support and feedback during the last few months has been invaluable and key to our success in 

supporting the children.  

If you have any questions please email 

 admin@groveroad.herts.sch.uk  



Appendix 1 One Way Access System 
 
 
 

 
 
The one way access is to avoid congestion and bottle necks along narrow access points at peak 
times of the day. 
 
We apologise for the inconvenience, but for obvious reasons we need to facilitate social distancing 
between adults and children. 
  
Once we have a better idea of numbers on site and peak footfall we can review this. In areas 
where there is more space we are happy to allow “desire lines” to determine where people walk. 
However, where space is restricted we will have marked routes and pathways so that people can 
walk safely, promoting social distancing and free flowing access.  
 
For some classes there will be designated waiting spaces for parents (marked below). For others, 
where there is more room available we ask that parents stand and wait away from pathways to 
avoid obstruction for people to be able to maintain a 2m distance.  
 
One way system in operation between: 

 8:30am - 8:50am 

 3:00pm – 3:20pm 
 
Gates will be hooked open where possible during peak times to avoid the need for hand contact 
on gates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN ONLY 

IN ONLY 

OUT ONLY 

IN & OUT 



Appendix 2 – Face Mask Hygiene 
 

 



Appendix 3 Local Authority Advice for Parents & Carers 
 

 
 



 


