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Parent Update 4th February 2021 
 
 
Pick ‘n Mix! Please read this if you are finding remote learning and Google Classroom a 
challenge… 
 
Miss Reeve has spent a long time going through comments on the parent survey and talking to 
staff about how we can try to make remote learning more manageable for you as parents and also 
as engaging and purposeful as possible for the children.  
 
An important letter will be sent out tomorrow (Friday 5th February) outlining our adaptations to meet 
the demand from some parents and pupils for more real time interaction with teachers and class 
mates. Before you read the letter tomorrow, it is really important that everyone understands: 

 The offer is optional and nobody has to change what they are doing if they don’t want to 

 It is an experiment and there will likely be technical challenges and aspects that don’t work 

 It is a pick ‘n mix offer because not everyone will be available at the same time 

 It will differ according to the age of the children 

 The ideal on-line offer does not exist!  
 
We will implement the changes from Monday but that does not mean you need to do anything 
different next week if you want to wait or stick with what you are doing.  
 
It is clear that the needs of every family are different and so we simply cannot provide a one size 
fits all solution. Some things will suit and some things wont and we want you to feel empowered to 
make choices about what you do, rather than feeling you have to do what everyone else seems to 
be doing.  
 
So before we send out details of the extra live sessions tomorrow, we really need you to be clear 
that the tweaks and additions we are offering going forward may not suit you or your child, but they 
may be ideal for someone else. Have the confidence to try it, but if it does not fit with your work 
pattern or the number of children you have, allow yourself permission to skip it. Think about it as a 
Woolworths Pick ’n mix… one person’s Raspberry Ruffle is another person’s Sherbet Lemon!  
 
Please also take the time to watch the recorded version of this week’s Dr Kathy Weston webinar. 
Parenting in a Pandemic 
It aligns so well with everything we have been working towards and it might really help empower 
you to know what an amazing job you are doing. These are crazy times!  
 
Like many of you, staff are also finding this lockdown harder than March’20 for all sorts of reasons.  
Please continue to help me to support them by emailing your queries and comments to 
admin@groveroad.herts.sch.uk  This allows us to triage your questions and make sure they get to 
the most appropriate person. It also provides a bit of a buffer to protect staff who might be 
managing challenges of their own out of work, whilst making sure your question gets answered. 
Sometimes a well-meaning challenge attached to a pupil assignment can be the last thing a 
teacher needs to read at the end of a long day. Similarly, the office team do the most wonderful job 
of fielding everything from lost shoes to technical melt downs. When you call we will try to help, but 
please remember to talk kindly.  
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Half term and INSET Day 
Like all schools, Grove Road will be fully closed for half term so we will not be posting work on 
Google Classroom. There are a selection of well-being tasks available on the Grove Together 
Classroom if you want to keep some on-learning routines going as well as an archive of well-being 
assemblies and tasks from last year.  
Teachers will post new Google Classroom tasks ready for week beginning 22nd February. Please 
note that Monday 22nd is an INSET day which means that staff will not be available on-site or on-
line during the day as they will be involved in training sessions. They will however, still offer the 
Monday Welcome Session, to kick start the week and let the children know what is available on 
their classrooms. (Full details in the letter tomorrow).  
 
Contact Tracing and Notifications over half term 
Please continue to inform us of any positive cases within your family over half term, if your child 
has been on-site. It’s really important that you let us know if you or your child develops symptoms 
or test positive so that we can notify other parents of close contacts in school.  
Should you need to report a positive CV-19 test during half term please email 
admin@groveroad.herts.sch This email address will be checked daily during half term.  
 
Grove Road Literature and Arts competition: Diversity 
Whatever the weather this half term, don't forget the children can spend some time indoors or 
outdoors creating something wonderful for the Grove Road Literature and Arts competition. They 
can keep their creativity alive by coming up with a piece of art, photography, poetry, a piece of 
writing or a performance based on one of our key themes. Details for the competition and 
examples can be found in year group classrooms. Our judges are eagerly awaiting submissions. 
Good luck! 
 
Wi-Fi Vouchers 
BT have made a substantial number of free Wi-Fi voucher codes available for schools to distribute 
to pupils aged 16 or under who don’t currently have adequate access to internet connectivity at 
home. Based on our survey responses, we have applied for 20 codes. If you need one please 
email support@groveroad.org.uk 
  
How will the Wi-Fi voucher codes work? 
Each Wi-Fi voucher code will allow access to the internet on up to three devices at a time, for free, 
until the end of July 2021. Access will be provided through BT’s network of over 5 million Wi-Fi 
hotspots around the country and includes comprehensive content filtering. 
  
Important note: 
Although BT Wi-Fi coverage is extensive with over 5 million Wi-Fi hotspots across the UK, it 
doesn't reach every address so won't be a suitable solution for all households. Please check that 
coverage is available at your home address before you request a code. Simply enter the postcode 
using BT’s online checker. A 'heat map' will be shown using colours to denote hotspot density in 
the postcode area. Red shows areas with the best chance of connection (though this is not 
guaranteed), whereas green shows a lower chance. Areas on the map where no colour is shown, 
means there is no hotspot coverage.   
Check Wi-Fi coverage here: https://www.btwifi.com/find/ 
 
Thank you once again for your patience and understanding. Please look after yourselves and take 
things one day at a time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sharon Wilson (Head Teacher)  
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