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Parent Update: 10th January 2021 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

It’s almost a week since schools and parents were informed of the decision to move to a Tier 5 
lockdown. Whilst we were anticipating changes, I don’t think any of us were expecting such 
significant changes to take place within a single news cycle. So two days into the new term I 
wanted to share some updates and requests. 

I know I have said it before, but the staff have been truly amazing. Their capacity to change 
everything, adapt planning to simultaneously deliver both teaching on-line and on-site has been a 
reflection of their dedication and professionalism. I am immensely proud of them all. 

Our thanks go to all parents and carers who have made our task so much easier by responding 
quickly to short notice surveys and Gateway booking requests, enabling us to prepare for on-site 
demand as well as Google Classroom uploads. This is a difficult time for everyone and the 
response from the Grove Road community has been heart-warming. From offers to donate 
Chromebooks, to keeping attendance on site to a minimum, parents have demonstrated amazing 
support and consideration for staff and pupils. The kindness of parents means so much, especially 
when we know that you are all struggling with immense pressures and all the same short notice 
changes. Staff are immensely grateful for the positive messages from parents and your patience 
as we iron out the wrinkles in our contingency planning. 

On-line learning presents challenges for parents and so we want to remind you to be kind to 
yourselves and realistic about what you can do. Our on-line offer is designed to be flexible and 
acknowledge the juggling required every day that schools are not fully open. We will do all we can 
to make home schooling as manageable as possible. Please have a look at the resources for 
parents on the Grove Together Classroom (wtckun4). 

For those parents eligible to bring their children into school we will be further tightening our 
mitigation measures. The government have been very clear that schools are “vectors for 
transmission” which is why school attendance has been restricted. For parents coming on site we 
now need to insist that all parents and carers: 

· Keep 2m apart from everyone when you me come on site 
· Wear a face covering when you come on-site. Please be aware that staff reserve the 

right not to engage in discussion with adults not wearing a mask. 
· Only one adult should come on site to collect or drop off. 
· Communicate by phone or email, to reduce the levels of contact being asked of staff. 
· Adults and children need to leave site promptly and avoid lingering on site. 
· Observe the established one-way system when walking on the narrow access points 

around the school. 
· Reduce what is brought into school, keeping to the absolute minimum. (water bottle and 

lunch box) 
· Send children into school in warm PE kit on their PE days. 
· Follow the government guidance to help protect our local community. Please do not mix 

with other households. 
· If your child is unwell, keep them at home. 
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Parent Voice 
It’s been good to get your messages of support. We will also be seeking your feedback more 
formally in the next couple of weeks so that we can be sure to provide the best blended provision 
possible for the children. 
 
Assemblies 
Monday assembly will resume on Monday 11th January. You can access this via the Grove 
Together classroom. (wtckun4) This will be a recorded assembly, enabling children to access it 
when convenient. Each assembly will be available from 9am each Monday. 
 
Owls Club 
Owls Club will remain closed for the time being. We will let you know as soon as we are able to 
resume this provision safely. 
 
On-line Classroom Access 
Free Data 

I wanted to remind you that we have a stock of SIM cards from the Vodafone “schools.connected” 
initiative. These are data-only Vodafone SIM cards with 30GB of data, lasting 90 days once the 
SIM has been activated. You can put the SIM into a smartphone to act as a Wi-Fi hotspot or insert 
it straight into a compatible tablet or device. The SIM cards are pre-configured to block age-
restricted content. If you do not have wireless provision at home and are relying on data, please 
contact us so that we can ensure free access to Google Classroom for everyone. 

If you have technical questions about this or other Google Classroom technical issues, please 
contact support@groveroad.org.uk 

Based on previous experience, this email gets very busy in the frist couple of weeks. Please be 
patient and we will respond as quickly as we can. 

 
Devices for accessing Google Classroom 
Some of you may have seen that you can access your child’s Google Classroom via an X Box or a 
Playstation. We are hoping that this will provide additional capacity for many of our families. We 
have tested it and it does seem to work (without too much technical know-how!) 
PlayStation: 

· Identify the PlayStation internet browser icon (it’s WWW with dots around it) 
· Press the PS logo on the controller 
· Go to the library and find options for games and applications 
· Go into applications and you will find the internet browser 
· Search for Google mail in the browser and log in using your Grove Road email address and 

password as you would on any other device. 
X Box: 

· Plug a keyboard into the Xbox USB port 
· Go to my games and apps 
· Find and select Microsoft Edge 
· Search for Google mail in the browser and log in using your Grove Road email address and 

password as you would on any other device. 
· To move around the screen you need to use the Xbox controller or a plug in mouse. 

We have a couple of spare keyboards if you need one. 

 
Chromebooks 
We are currently working with Tring to provide Chromebook loans again for families without access 
to computers, or where there are multiple demands upon a single device in the home. We will 
allocate according to the same criteria we used last time, giving priority as follows: 

· families with no access to on-line learning devices at home 
· families in receipt of free school meals 
· families with 3 or more siblings at Grove 



Once we have confirmation that devices are ready for loan we will be in touch (hopefully later this 
week). Thanks to parent donations last term we were able to place a large order in November, but 
supplies are scarce, which has repeatedly delayed delivery. Once these have arrived it will boost 
our loan stock. (Delivery of 32 Chromebooks scheduled for 18th January). 

 
DfE Laptop Allocation 
Some of you have asked about our laptop allocation from the DfE. Our current allocation of laptops 
from the DfE is for one laptop. When this arrives it will be added to our loan stock. 

 

Latest cases 
We currently have two staff taking compassionate leave, and six staff self-isolating. Please be 
prepared that year group bubbles will need to close if staff or pupils from that group test positive 

after being on site. This is because we are organising on-site provision in year group bubbles with 
no staff cross over. 

All the data for Hertfordshire cases can be found via the following link: 
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/cases 

Click on United Kingdom and enter the local authority you want data for regarding cases. 

Hertfordshire specific information can also be found at: https://hcc-
phei.shinyapps.io/covid19_public_dashboard/ 

If someone in your family tests positive for CV-19 you must keep your children at home and follow 
the guidance outlined in the link below. If you think for any reason you might have been in contact 
with a positive case, please seek advice and self-isolate. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-
guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

Apologies again for the delay in sending this, but the week has been full of last minute changes 
and a subsequent chain of tasks to accommodate these. Once things settle down I will hopefully 
be able to resume more timely communications. In the meantime, the team at Grove are working 
away behind the scenes to provide the best provision we can. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon Wilson (Head Teacher) 

 


