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Parent Update 10th December 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
As we approach the end of another unusual term I wanted to thank you for your on-going flexibility, 
support and generosity. Your help has made a tricky term so much easier to manage and the 
children, whilst tired, have had a really positive and successful term. Despite several cases locally, 
at the time of writing, we are still without any confirmed CV-19 cases and hopefully we will get to 
the end of term with all year groups in full attendance. Special thanks go to parents who have been 
so pro-active in adhering to the social distancing and self-isolation requirements when I know how 
inconvenient this has been.  
 
Grove & the Community 
The Grove Secret Santa appeal has raised £760 so far, with additional donations from members of 
the wider community taking the current total to £1,570. Thank you also for your Secret Santa 
nominations. Elves are busy behind the scenes preparing hampers to make sure everyone can 
celebrate this Christmas. If you are struggling at the moment, please let me know and we will do all 
we can to help.  
 
We have also had a wonderful response to the Christmas Toy Appeal for local radio. They are 
coming to collect your kind donations on 17th December.  
 
Friends of Grove are busy finalising the Gift Aid process for their recent fundraiser but we wanted 
to let you know that the Gofundme appeal at the start of the term raised £3056.50, which has 
enabled us to order an additional 17 Chromebooks for use in school. This makes such a difference 
– Thank you! 
 
A parent who works for Vodafone nominated us for the SIM card initiative for schools. This means 
that we have 20 SIM cards available that will provide free data for any pupils who need to self-
isolate, who would not otherwise have access to on-line learning. If you are in a position where you 
are without access, or have limited access to data on your smart phone or tablet please contact the 
school and we will talk you through what is available.  
 
The children have also been busy writing messages to the local care home residents, Year 6 have 
sent Christmas cards to members of the armed forces serving overseas and many of the children 
have been working on their kindness advent challenge, showing real care and consideration for 
others.  
 
All of the above confirm the strength of community across Grove Road, which has been more 
important than ever this year.  
 
CV-19 Notification Arrangements During the Christmas Break 
I am keen to ensure that CV-19 protocols are maintained during the Christmas break so that we 
continue to reduce the transmission risk for the Grove Road community. Based on Local Authority 
and DfE advice we ask the following: 
 

• If your child develops CV-19 symptoms on or before 24th December please notify us via 
the admin@groveroad.herts.sch.uk email address, so that we can be alert to all possible 
cases in a given year group. 
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• If your child tests positive following a CV-19 test on, or before, 24th December it is 
essential you contact us via the admin@groveroad.herts.sch.uk email address so that we 
can inform anyone who was a close contact at school 48 hours prior to symptoms 
developing. We will then arrange a phone call so that we can determine key details to 
support the contact tracing within Grove Road.  

• Whilst DfE advice is that parents are not required to inform school of positive cases after 
24th December, I would like to request that all parents inform school if your child tests 
positive, or your family are asked to self-isolate, at any point over the holiday period, so that 
we can keep a close eye on any spike in numbers.   

 
As a school we will keep personal details of cases confidential, but we will inform parents by email 
of any confirmed positive cases and the year group affected.  
We will also continue to contact parents directly if test and trace consider that your child needs to 
self-isolate, because your child has been in close contact with a confirmed case in the 48 hours 
prior to symptoms developing. If symptoms develop after Monday 21st December, it is unlikely that 
anyone in school will be considered a close contact.  
 
The following criteria are used when defining contact with a confirmed case:  

 • Direct close contacts: Direct face to face contact with a case for any length of time, including 
being coughed on or talked to.  This will also include exposure within 1 metre for 1 minute or 
longer. 

• Proximity contacts: Extended close contact (within 1-2m for more than 15 minutes) with a case 

• Travelled in a small vehicle with a case or bigger van/transport where social distancing was not 
maintained 

If someone in your family tests positive for CV-19 you will also need to follow the guidance outlined 
in the link below:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-
guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

  
If in any doubt please do contact us via admin@groveroad.herts.sch.uk We will be checking emails 
daily until 24th December and then regularly throughout the break. Email will be the most effective 
way to contact us over the Christmas break. Please do not telephone as we will not be able to pick 
up phone message remotely. Any messages left on the school phone service will not be received 
until we return to school on 7th January.  
We would rather you over report to us, than decide not to make contact. In this way we can 
reassure parents and give them the relevant information and updates, rather than parents trying to 
rely on social media, which can create all sorts of unnecessary anxieties, as a result of rumour and 
mis-information.  
 
If you or your family are affected by COVID-19 and need support locally with things like shopping, 
getting medication or financial advice, visit: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus 
 
The DfE have also updated their guidance on what parents and carers need to know about early 
years providers, schools and colleges during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak to include 
information on Ofsted inspections from January 2021 and KS1 and KS2 assessments. 
 
With very best wishes,  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sharon Wilson (Head Teacher)  
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