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Parent Update 18th December 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
I just wanted to give you a final update before the Christmas break commences. 
Firstly, I want to say thank you again, for the amazing job you have all done in helping keep pupils, 
staff and the wider Grove community safe during this term.  Your willingness to wear masks on 
site, follow the one way system and maintain social distancing is much appreciated. Given the 
news that Dacorum now joins Tier 3, it’s all the more remarkable we have escaped any positive 
cases this term.  
With a 46% increase in cases across the south east in the last week and the Dacorum 7-day 
average now exceeding Watford and Three Rivers, it is more important than ever that we continue 
to exercise caution, to mitigate risk where we can. Estimates suggest that one in three of those 
who test positive, display no symptoms, but are still able to pass it on infection. So please continue 
to keep yourselves safe over the Christmas break.  
 
Figures for the last 7 days are showing: 
 

District 7-Day  Average for Daily Cases (last 
7 days) 

Dacorum 45.1 

Watford 43.6 

Three Rivers 32.6 

 
Daily Cases - Figures for Dacorum 

 
 
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/cases 

  
I have copied below the information from my last update, regarding the request that you notify 
school if one of your children tests positive after term finishes.  

If someone in your family tests positive for CV-19 you will also need to follow the guidance outlined 
in the link below:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-
guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

mailto:admin@groveroad.herts.sch.uk
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/cases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection


CV-19 Notification Arrangements for the Christmas Break 
 
I am keen to ensure that CV-19 protocols are maintained during the Christmas break so that we 
continue to reduce the transmission risk for the Grove Road community. Based on Local Authority 
and DfE advice we ask the following: 
 

• If your child develops CV-19 symptoms on or before 24th December please notify us via 
the admin@groveroad.herts.sch.uk email address, so that we can be alert to all possible 
cases in a given year group. 

• If your child tests positive following a CV-19 test on, or before, 24th December it is 
essential you contact us via the admin@groveroad.herts.sch.uk email address so that we 
can inform anyone who was a close contact at school 48 hours prior to symptoms 
developing. We will then arrange a phone call so that we can determine key details to 
support the contact tracing within Grove Road.  

• Whilst DfE advice is that parents are not required to inform school of positive cases after 
24th December, I would like to request that all parents inform school if your child tests 
positive, or you family are asked to self-isolate, at any point over the holiday period, so that 
we can keep a close eye on any spike in numbers.   

 
As a school we will keep personal details of cases confidential, but we will inform parents by email 
of any confirmed positive cases and the year group affected.  
We will also continue to contact parents directly if test and trace consider that your child needs to 
self-isolate, because your child has been in close contact with a confirmed case in the 48 hours 
prior to symptoms developing. If symptoms develop after Monday 21st December, it is unlikely that 
anyone in school will be considered a close contact.  
 
The following criteria are used when defining contact with a confirmed case:  

Direct close contacts: Direct face to face contact with a case for any length of time, including 
being coughed on or talked to.  This will also include exposure within 1 metre for 1 minute or 
longer. 
Proximity contacts: Extended close contact (within 1-2m for more than 15 minutes) with a 
case 
Travelled in a small vehicle with a case or bigger van/transport where social distancing was 
not maintained 

  
If in any doubt, contact us via admin@groveroad.herts.sch.uk We will be checking emails daily 
until 24th December and then regularly throughout the break. Email will be the most effective way 
to contact us over the Christmas break. Please do not telephone as we will not be able to pick up 
phone message remotely. Any messages left on the school phone service will not be received until 
we return to school on 7th January.  
We would rather you over report to us, than decide not to make contact. In this way we can 
reassure parents and give them the relevant information and updates, rather than parents trying to 
rely on social media, which can create all sorts of unnecessary anxieties, as a result of rumour and 
mis-information.  
 
If you, or your family are affected by COVID-19 and need support locally with things like shopping, 
getting medication or financial advice, visit: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus 
 
With very best wishes,  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sharon Wilson (Head Teacher)  
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Hertfordshire County Council have asked that we also forward the message below:  
 
Thank you for everything you and your family are doing to play your part in the fight against 
coronavirus. Our schools and other education settings have worked extremely hard this term to 
help keep everyone safe. However, as we move into the Christmas holidays, it is of utmost 
importance that we continue to stay safe.  
  
We have seen a significant increase in the number of coronavirus infections in 12-16 year olds and 
would therefore urge you to have a conversation with your child to make sure they understand, and 
are following, the Government regulations to help prevent the spread of coronavirus. 
  
The actions you and your family can take to play your part are: 
Wash your hands regularly, for at least 20 seconds, with soap and warm water or use an 
antibacterial hand sanitiser if soap and water isn’t available 
Stay at least 2 metres (or 1 metre with other measures, such as a face-covering) away from those 
not in your immediate household 
Wear a face-covering where required and when it is difficult to socially distance 
Self-isolate and get tested if you develop symptoms 
Do not socialise indoors with anyone who isn’t in your immediate household and only meet in 
groups of up to 6 people outdoors 
   
Please remember that while your child is in school, they are in a ‘bubble’, which is carefully 
managed by the school. However outside of school hours, they should continue to follow the most 
up to date Government guidelines, and we encourage you to explain this to your child. 
  
If you choose to socialise in a bubble of up to three separate households during 23-27 December, 
which is the period the Government proposes to relax guidelines, enjoy this time but please also 
remember to do so safely by continuing to follow good hand hygiene and socially distance where 
possible. Coronavirus is known to linger in enclosed spaces, so keeping windows open can also 
reduce risk. 
  
We wish you all a safe and peaceful Christmas. 
  
Hertfordshire County Council 
 
 
 


