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Parent Update 28th January 2021 

 
 
On Wednesday 27th January, the Prime Minister announced that it will not be possible to resume 
face-to-face learning immediately after the February half-term and instead hopes it will be safe to 
commence the full re-opening of schools and colleges from Monday 8th March. This is in response 
to the national public health data and pressure on NHS capacity. We have been told that schools, 
parents and carers will be given at least two weeks’ notice to prepare for a return to face-to-face 
education.  
Having spoken with many of you, I know that feelings will be mixed regarding this news. For some 
of you it is a relief but for others we appreciate the significant challenges that a national lockdown 
presents for you and your children. Our best advice is to take things just one day at a time and 
avoid putting yourselves under further pressure.  
 
Don’t forget… 
The first session with Dr Kathy Weston takes place next week and will be available for 14 days.  
Dr Kathy Weston : Session 1: Tuesday 2nd February - Parenting in a Pandemic 7-8:30pm 
In this talk, Dr Kathy Weston delivers a range of evidence-based tips for building and sustaining 
family resilience at the present time. She will cover topics such as the importance of self-care, 
managing child and parent anxiety, the architecture of family resilience, managing sibling conflict, 
how children process the pandemic, spotting low mood or depression in teens and making the 
most of lockdown. You can join using he link below. The session is available to watch live or 
recorded for 14 days after first broadcast using the hyperlink below.  
Parenting in a Pandemic 
Full details of the other 3 sessions are listed in the letter to parents sent home on 21st January.  
 
In the meantime we will continue to provide the best blended learning offer we can. We have 
already had over 80 responses to the parent survey asking for your views regarding our on-line 
learning offer. Comments so far have been very useful. It is clear that the current situation presents 
enormous challenges for you all and we know that no single solution will work for everyone. Our 
goal is to provide safe, inclusive and accessible learning for every child. Once the survey closes 
we will be in touch to update you on the outcomes and how we will try to adapt our offer further to 
make on-line learning as accessible as possible. There is a fine line between keeping learning 
going and protecting pupil wellbeing and mental health at this challenging time.  
We are reliant on you, as the adults, juggling the demands of home learning, to decide how much 
is enough for your child, just as we would in school. Right now your child’s mental health is the 
most important thing. So the last thing we want is for the learning to be a tension. The work we 
post offers a range of options. We will contact you to check how things are going if we don’t see 
any on-line activity, but this is to check you are OK, not to tell you to do more than is possible. As 
the adult in the home, you can make that judgement call. What works for you and your family will 
not be the same as it might be for others.  
 
To add your views to the survey please use the link below. The survey will close on Friday 5th 
February.  

https://forms.gle/QVBu7gPDzetWguXv5 
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Children’s Mental Health Week Assembly 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/news/children-s-mental-health-week-assembly-
with-bafta-kids-and-oak-national-academy/ 
 
On-line Football Competition 
In addition to the optional on-line PE lessons, Perfect Play is a football app designed and used by 
Chelsea FC's Academy for young footballers to develop their football skills. 
Game On is using the app to run a fun football competition for any child in Years 2 to 6. The app 
and competition are free to enter and the child who scores the most points in each age group will 
win a Puma Football and water bottle! 
To receive more details please email info@gameonsportscoaching.co.uk  with your child's name, 
school and year group and they will send all the details to you. 
 
Diversity Update 
This term we are holding a Grove Road Literature and Arts Competition, the focus of which is 
diversity. The aim of this competition is to encourage conversations at home and at school around 
important issues of equality in our society. Details can be found on your child’s Google Classroom 
stream. This is something that was scheduled to take place, before lockdown was announced but 
we decided to go ahead anyway as a family activity. We already have several entries which 
demonstrate how deeply the children are thinking about the themes being explored. There is still 
plenty of time to enter, details can be found on the classroom stream.  
You might also be interested to know that we recently undertook an audit of the books and stories 
we are sharing with children in school to ensure we are sharing a range of diverse characters and 
authors with all our pupils. If you are keen to get away from your computer screen and are looking 
for a good read you might be interested in the Diverse Books Club twitter account for suggestions 
of books to read and book club discussion topics. https://twitter.com/diversebookclub?lang=en 
 
Please look after yourselves and take things one day at a time.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharon Wilson (Head Teacher)  

Place2Be has teamed up with BAFTA Kids and Oak National Academy to 
create a free assembly on the theme of Express Yourself. 
The assembly will be available to all schools and families at 9am on 
Monday 1 February – and will feature pupils and well-known faces 
discussing the theme of Children’s Mental Health Week, as well as ways 
that children and young people can get involved at home. It will be hosted 
by Blue Peter’s Lindsey Russell and CBBC Presenter and Place2Be 
Champion Rhys Stephenson. 
As the majority of pupils are now at home, the assembly will provide an 
easy way to bring the nation's children together (virtually) with a positive 
message about the power of creative self-expression. Famous faces and 
contributors will also be taking part live from their homes. Pupils can join 
using the link below but as far as I can tell they need to view the assembly 
live at 9am. The details do not mention a recorded link.  
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