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Parent Update: Tuesday 5th January 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
The letter below outlines our initial plans for managing the implications of another national 
lockdown and the partial closure of schools. It should be read in conjunction with my letter to you 
on Sunday 3rd January. I cannot stress enough how important the mitigation measures outlined in 
my last letter will be during this time of high transmission risk. 
 
I want to start by acknowledging the challenge we know this creates for all of you as parents and 
carers. We realise that no single solution from us, will be the perfect fit for everyone. We will do all 
we can to support your children and take every opportunity to make this challenging episode in 
their lives as positive as we can. Everyone will experience lockdown differently and everyone will 
be faced with different challenges. The staff are determined to do all they can to ensure that Grove 
Road provides the best offer we can within the risks and challenges we are navigating.   
 
Our aim is to move immediately to a provisional offer that will support both on-line learning and 
emergency child care for Essential Workers (EWs). We will then adapt and improve our offer over 
the coming days as we confirm logistics. All the plans below are subject to having enough staff 
virus-free and able to work.  
 
On-Line Provision 
Our on-line offer will be made available via Google Classroom. A letter is included with this email 
from Miss Reeve who is co-ordinating this on-line provision. Hopefully you are all comfortable with 
the logging in process, following regular use over the autumn term. Teachers have Lockdown 
Learning Classrooms that will go live on Thursday. These are an interim offer as we get our heads 
around providing both on-line learning and on-site provision simultaneously.  
Tasks and assignments will be posted on a cycle that allows working parents to timetable school 
activities over the weekends, rather than the Monday to Friday cycle of the last lockdown. We plan 
to move to a Monday to Monday cycle. For phase one we will be posting tasks intended to run from 
Thursday 7th January until Monday 18th January. Hopefully this will help where parents are juggling 
access to devices in the home. Staff are currently working out a schedule for live Google Meets 
and details of time slots will follow next week.  
We are in discussion with Tring about repeating the Chromebook loan arrangements. Details of 
that will follow once Tring have a chance to process our request. You can expect details w/b 11th 
January.  
Staff can provide paper packs from Monday 11th January. Details of how to request a paper pack 
are in Miss Reeve’s letter.  
 
Essential Worker (EW) Provision 
Thank you to all those parents who completed the Survey Monkey request over the holiday to 
enable us to get a flavour of numbers and demand.  
Parents and carers who completed the survey to register their need for provision and meet the DfE 
criteria as EWs will be contacted via email on Wednesday 6th January with a request to book the 
sessions they need (from 7th January to 15th January) via School Gateway. Prompt response will 
be essential to secure a place for the coming week.  
At the moment, community transition levels are very high and we ask that you only book 
sessions when you absolutely need to. Please do not book every day if you work part time. We 
will repeat the booking process for w/b 18th January and then probably weekly after that. Firstly, 
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because we know shift patterns can vary but also because we appreciate you may not need the 
on-site provision immediately.  
Children attending on-site provision will be working in their year group bubbles and should come to 
their classroom door as normal at the start of the day.  
If we are going to be able to maintain EW provision throughout lock down, it’s essential we keep 
each other safe by following the Tier 5 guidance by not mixing with other households or making 
non-essential journeys. Please make school your children’s only contact during this period of high 
risk. This will help reduce the transmission risk for staff and your family.  
 
Nursery Provision 
I have had several queries about Nursery. Currently, we are offering Nursery provision for 
Essential Workers and vulnerable learners only. Whilst community transition rates are so high, 
Nursery will operate under the same protocols and risk assessment as the rest of the school.  
We will review this again after 18th January based on how the local NHS are coping and 
transmission rates locally. Nursery will be the first year group to transition back into school 
(possibly on a rota basis) as soon as we feel it is safe to do so.  
 
Vulnerable Learners 
Where we feel pupils are particularly vulnerable we will be contacting parents from Thursday to 
offer places within the year group bubble from Monday 11th January. Please be aware that this 
might be part time and is subject to staff availability and numbers on site.  
 
The DfE define vulnerable children and young people to include those who: 

 are assessed as being in need under section 17 of the Children Act 1989, including children and 
young people who have a child in need plan, a child protection plan or who are a looked-after child 

 have an education, health and care (EHC) plan 

 have been identified as otherwise vulnerable by educational providers or local authorities (including 
children’s social care services), and who could therefore benefit from continued full-time attendance, 
this might include: 

 children and young people on the edge of receiving support from children’s social care services or in 
the process of being referred to children’s services 

 adopted children or children on a special guardianship order 

 those living in temporary accommodation 

 those who are young carers 

 those who may have difficulty engaging with remote education at home  

 care leavers 

 others at the provider and local authority’s discretion including pupils and students who need to 
attend to receive support or manage risks to their mental health 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 

 
Free School Meals 
Once we have confirmation of free school meal arrangements for pupils not attending on site, we 
will be in touch. Our current expectation is that meals will be available for all children who attend 
on-site provision. For pupils at home, my understanding is that food packs will be provided on a 
weekly basis. For families self-isolating we will endeavour to organise delivery.  
 
Owls Club 
Owls Club provision is under review. We can confirm there will be no Owls Club on Thursday 7th 
or Friday 8th January. 
We are exploring both the risk assessment and the number from the Essential Worker list who 
would normally attend. Our challenge is how we keep year group bubbles separate, whilst making 
it possible to staff the provision and keep it cost-effective. Once we have confirmed EW demand 
we will contact those who use Owls as soon as possible to confirm what we can offer. Our aim is to 
be in touch by Friday 8th January.   
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If someone in your family tests positive for CV-19 you must keep your children at home and follow 
the guidance outlined in the link below. If you think for any reason you might have been in contact 
with a positive case, please seek advice and self-isolate.   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-
guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

 
If everyone follows the guidance we can reduce the risks. Grove Road is not COVID 

“secure” but we are COVID aware and doing all we can to keep our community as safe as 
possible. We will continue to do all we can to fulfil our role within the community and your 

on-going support makes that easier to do. 
 

 
Please keep an eye on your emails at this time of transition and rapid change. We appreciate your 
patience and understanding as we make our last minute changes before the start of what is 
already a very eventful term.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sharon Wilson (Head Teacher)  
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