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Religious Education at Grove Road

Introduction

This document outlines Grove Road’s approach to teaching Religious Education
through a thematic approach underpinned by the Hertfordshire Agreed Syllabus for
Religious Education. This document will outline the key concepts and themes we
teach here at Grove Road and how we ensure that the pupils develop in their
understanding of the world around them.

RE is a statutory entitlement for all pupils registered in a Hertfordshire school,
including Reception year and post-16. It is locally determined rather than nationally
stipulated within the national curriculum, allowing for variation in local faith and belief
communities. The Hertfordshire Agreed Syllabus for RE aims to enable schools to
achieve high quality Religious Education for all.

Hertfordshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 2017-2022

Purpose of Study

The curriculum for Religious Education aims to ensure that all pupils develop:

1. A knowledge and understanding of sources of wisdom and their impact:
● Know, understand and explore the significance and impact of sacred texts, other

sources of wisdom and ways of expressing meaning
● Express ideas and insights about the nature of beliefs, values and practices and

their impact upon the identity of individuals and communities
● Recognise and explore the diversity which exists within and between religious

traditions.

2.    Explore Personal and critical responses:
● Express with increasing discernment their personal reflections, critical

responses and connections to faith and belief enquiring into philosophical, moral
and ethical issues.

● Engage with the questions and answers offered by religions and worldviews
concerning ultimate questions and human responsibility.

● Develop the skills required to engage with others in dialogue and to cooperate in
society with respect and compassion.

Intent Statement

Our RE curriculum aims to provide our pupils the opportunity to learn from and about
religion, with the intent to develop an understanding of the world around them and an
empathy for different religions and beliefs.

We aim to provide a balanced and broadly-based curriculum which promotes the
spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils, preparing them
for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences for later life. It aims to develop
their knowledge of the world faiths, and their understanding and awareness of the
beliefs, values and traditions of other individuals, societies, communities and
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cultures. We encourage our pupils to ask questions about the world and to reflect on
their own beliefs, values and experiences.

At Grove we aim to deliver our RE curriculum in such a way as to reflect the overall
aims, values, and philosophy of the school, through topics such as Belonging,
Special Places and Leaders. We include and promote British Values, ensuring that
children are aware of their rights and responsibilities as UK citizens. Our curriculum
is designed to encourage creativity, imagination, enquiry, debate, discussion and
independence.

RE offers distinctive and valid opportunities to promote pupils’ interdisciplinary
learning and spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. It contributes to the
development of beliefs and values and to schools’ ‘Prevent’ duty to combat
extremism. Dedicated RE lessons, in partnership with whole school approaches,
allows for sensitive responses to be made to unforeseen events of a religious, moral
or philosophical nature, including natural phenomena resulting in humanitarian
responses whether local, national or global.

As a result, the skills and knowledge acquired through the quality of RE education
enable children to broaden their social awareness and develop their tolerance and
empathy towards others, their beliefs and faiths in an increasingly diverse society.

Grove uses the Hertfordshire Agreed Syllabus for RE as it provides pupils with a
systematic knowledge and understanding about Christianity, principal religions and
worldviews. It is not about telling pupils what religious views they should have but
rather assists them in gaining shared human understanding, developing personal
identity and searching for meaning in the context of evaluating different viewpoints.

As a Hertfordshire school, Grove Road follows a clear and comprehensive scheme
of work in line with the Hertfordshire Agreed Syllabus of Religious Education
2017-2022. This syllabus aims to enable schools to achieve high quality Religious
Education for all.

This syllabus aims to ensure that all pupils develop knowledge and understanding of
sources of wisdom and their impact whilst exploring personal and critical responses.
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It offers eight key areas of religion for
study which can be taught in any order,
but must all be covered within each Key
Stage:

1. Belief and practices
2. Sources of wisdom
3. Symbols and actions
4. Prayer, worship and reflection
5. Identity and belonging
6. Ultimate questions
7. Human responsibility and values
8. Justice and fairness

It is a statutory requirement of the Hertfordshire Agreed Syllabus that from Reception
to Year 6 all pupils in Hertfordshire schools must:

● follow a coherent and systematic study of the principal religion of Christianity
across each key stage and

● be introduced to the other five principal religions represented in Great Britain by
the end of key stage 2.

Non-statutory exemplar to show breadth and depth of study for teaching
Religious Education

EYFS Children will encounter Christinantiy and religious beliefs represented in the
class, school or local community. Religious Education will support a growing
sense of the child’s awareness of self, their own community and their place
within it.

Years 1
and 2

A minimum of two religions are to be studied. Christianity and at least one
other religion. Judasim and Islam are recommended for the predominant
local religions and beliefs represented; Pupils may also learn from other
religions in thematic units.

Year 3
and 4

Year 5
and 6

A minimum of four religions are to be studied. Christianity and at least three
principals religions chosen from Buddhism, Hinduism, Judasim, Islam and
sikhism will be studied in depth. Pupils may also learn from other religions
and worldview in thematic units. Recommended focus faiths for lower KS2 -
Chrsitianity (Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism). Recommended focus faiths for
upper KS2 - Christiantiy (Judaism, Buddhism). All six principal religions will
have been introduced or revisited by the end of KS2.

RE contributes to pupils’ personal development and well-being and to community
cohesion by promoting mutual respect and tolerance in a diverse society. RE can
also make important contributions to other parts of the school curriculum such as
citizenship, personal, social, health and economic education (PSHE education), the
humanities, education for sustainable development and others. It offers opportunities
for personal reflection and spiritual development, deepening the understanding of the
significance of religion in the lives of others – individually, communally and
cross-culturally.

( DfE 2010)
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Implementation

Overview of EYFS Provision
Children are given a secure grounding in the Prime Areas of
learning, ensuring they have a good foundation on which to build
through the Specific areas, including Understanding the World.
Understanding of the World is about how children get to know about
other people, the place where they live and about all aspects of the
environment. In the Revised Early Years Foundation Stage,
Understanding the World is broken down into three aspects:

● People and Communities
● The World
● Technology

EYFS staff prioritise responding to children's interests
and planning lessons to engage them on these topics
whilst ensuring they learn and develop appropriate
skills in these areas. These mini topics have included
‘celebrations’ or ‘people around the world’ as
examples.

The staff are really driven by the inquisitive minds of the children and their
questioning at this young age and aim to build on their existing knowledge. Pupils
learn a whole range of highly transferable skills, values and attributes (including:
problem-solving, observation, collaboration, open-mindedness, courage, resilience,
curiosity, integrity, and a sense of what is fair and equitable) that combine to allow
them to explore and interpret the world around them.

Level Expected at the End of EYFS
We have selected the Early Learning Goals that link most closely to the Hertfordshire
Agreed Syllabus of Religious Education.

Understanding of the
World, Past and

Present

Talk about the lives of people around them and their
roles in society.

People, Cultures and
Communities

KNow some similarities and differences between
different religious and cultural communities in this
country, drawing on their experiences and what has
been read in class.

A Thematic Approach

At Grove Road, we deliver our Religious Education Curriculum through a thematic
approach, using termly or half termly topics to inspire the children’s curiosity.
Children are able to build upon skills taught in the previous year and apply these in
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new learning. There are eight key areas of learning that are covered by the topics
planned for each year group.
The key areas of learning are:

1. Beliefs and practices
2. Sources of wisdom
3. Symbols and actions
4. Prayer, worship and reflection
5. Identity and belonging
6. Ultimate questions
7. Human responsibility and values
8. Justice and fairness

Curriculum Coverage
Overview of  Reception and Key Stage 1 Topic Coverage:

Reception Year 1 Year 2

Autumn Celebrations
Harvest, Christmas and
Diwali

Nature in Religion

Light

Symbols and Actions

Change and the
Christmas Story

Spring Celebrations
Chinese New Year,
Spring, Easter,
Mothering Sunday

Belonging

Easter

Special Places

Easter

Summer Celebrations
Fathers Day

Special Books Leaders

Overview of Lower Key Stage 2 Topic Coverage:

Year 3 Year 4

Autumn Christianity / Islam Hinduism and Christmas

Spring Events in the life of Jesus -
Easter

Christianity / Sikhism

Summer Rules and how they influence
actions

Special Books
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Overview of Upper Key Stage 2 Topic Coverage:

Year 5 Year 6

Autumn Rules for Living / Light as a
symbol

Christianity / Buddhism

Spring Creation and Gods Religious Leaders / Jesus

Summer Leaders in Religious
Communities

God

We track the progression and skills taught within each topic through our Progression
Skills Document (please see these on the school website). These are tracked
through the eight key areas of learning that are described above too.

Challenge Ladders

Where appropriate, the Challenge Ladder is used in RE. We recognise the
importance of breadth and depth of understanding, rather than stand alone
knowledge within each subject. Having a skill based curriculum, enables
children to become independent, curious learners who can transfer their
knowledge, understanding and skills in other parts of the curriculum and in
everyday life; helping them retain knowledge through real understanding.
The Challenge Ladder embodies the key skills children need to develop in
all subjects. It allows children’s learning to be transferable, successful, in
depth and contributes towards the spiral curriculum.

6. Assess: Form an opinion on something, evaluate.
5. Explain: Describe in more detail.
4. Compare: Similarity or difference between places.
3. Demonstrate: Draw or display your understanding.
2. Identify: Locate or find somewhere/something.
1. State: Present it clearly in writing.

The children will climb these steps throughout one lesson or a unit or sequence of
lessons. Some children will work through these steps independently, whereas others
will use these steps as a scaffold for their learning
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Knowledge Organisers:

Where possible and appropriate, Knowledge Organisers will be used as a tool to aid
and support our Religious Education
teaching. The use of these organisers
help to ensure that the children are clear
about the key skills they will be learning
in each topic and they can refer back to
the Knowledge Organiser during lessons
for key vocabulary etc. At Grove Road
we recognise the importance of pupils
building upon existing skills and making
links with previous learning and the
Knowledge Organisers will support them
in achieving this. Here is an example of
the type of knowledge organiser we will
use.

Learning Environment:

Displays around the school reflect coverage of the
curriculum and examples of pupils’ work. Teachers are
encouraged to display key vocabulary and use working
walls to show current ideas and investigation. This
creates an inspiring learning environment for the
children which enables them to immerse themselves in
a particular topic or theme.

British Values

At Grove Road, we understand that Religious Education can make a significant
contribution towards citizenship.

‘RE aims to enable pupils to become religiously and theologically literate so they can
engage in life in an increasingly diverse society. It is not about telling pupils what
religious views they should have but rather assists them in gaining shared human
understanding, developing personal identity and searching for meaning in the
context of evaluating different viewpoints.’ Herts Agreed Syllabus of Agreed Education

Lessons should reinforce messages of tolerance and respect for others. Children
should have the opportunity to visit places of worship that are important to different
faiths and invite people of different religious backgrounds to come into the school to
talk to the children about their beliefs. Grove Road can actively promote diversity
through celebrations of different faiths and cultures.
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Collective Worship

We believe that at Grove Road Primary school, collective worship both supports and
strengthens what we aim to do in every aspect of school life. Our caring ethos, and
the value which we place on the development of the whole child; spiritually, morally,
socially, culturally and intellectually is reflected in our assemblies. We value this
special time in the school day for the space it gives children to develop a reflective
approach to life and the ability to express their reflections in traditionally religious
ways or any other appropriate manner.

Enrichment:

Outdoor learning opportunities are provided with
religious educational links where possible to allow
pupils to explore their local environment. At Grove
Road, we value outdoor learning as a tool for pupils to
explore their local environment, whilst creating
memorable experiences.
Where possible, educational visits/visitors with links to
RE will be made to develop their knowledge and
understanding of their topics. Visits to St. Peter and
St Paul Church in Tring take place to link with themes
such as Harvest and Christmas.

Links With The Wider Curriculum:

The thematic nature of our curriculum means that our topics allow for cross curricular
links between many subjects. Pupils are able to apply their knowledge from one area
to another and make connections in their learning. Many of our themes allow for both
History and RE learning under one ‘umbrella’, however we ensure that skills for each
subject are well taught and developed.

Vocabulary and Resources:

Teachers promote the use of rich RE vocabulary to enhance pupils' knowledge and
understanding of the curriculum. Children have access to a range of resources to
support their learning and acquisition of knowledge in their lessons. Handling real-life
artefacts where possible to enrich their experience. Subject leaders undertake audits
of religious education resources to ensure that staff are able to inspire and engage
pupils in RE lessons with high quality and appropriate resources.
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Impact

During the children’s learning journey at Grove Road, our intended impact of the
Religious Education Curriculum is to ensure that children will:

● Be able to make links between their own lives and those of others in their
community and in the wider world.

● Gain valuable insights into the diverse beliefs and opinions held by people
today. It helps with their own personal development and supports an
understanding of the spiritual, moral, social & cultural questions that surface
again & again in their lives.

● Engage in civilised debate and reasoned argument, which will help pupils to
understand the place of religion and belief in the modern world.

● Have a systematic knowledge and understanding about Christianity, principal
religions and worldviews, which give life value.

● Become religiously and theologically literate so they can engage in life in an
increasingly diverse society.
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