
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember how I said in my last end of year 
note that we’d be returning to normal in  
September…?  I also remember when 
‘bubbles’ used to come in a bottle from Italy 
and were a great way to start...I mean, end 
the day during lockdown.  And I remember 
when you used to be able to meet new   
people and talk about the weather, and not 
how many jabs you’ve had. 
 
Yes, a lot has changed, but many of the key 
fundamentals remain. 
 
The ethos of our school is “Growing and 
Achieving Together” underpinned by a core 
value of community, and never has this been 
more evident than in the past year. Everyone 
in the Grove Road community has come to-
gether – teachers, governors, parents and 
children – with one shared goal: minimising 
disruption to our children’s education and 
school life. New ways of working have been 
created…and recreated; change has been 
embraced; and each unexpected new chal-
lenge has been navigated with a positive 
spirit. Every member of the community has 
played their part, and on behalf of all the 
governors, I want to say a huge thank you to 
everyone.   
     
That community of course includes our friends 
at Tring School. As each year goes by, our 
relationship with Tring School and the wider 
Ridgeway Learning Partnership (RLP) grows 
even stronger. New and tangible benefits to 
our children and staff continue to be realised 

and the impact of our collaboration remains 
a unique advantage for all our children,  
especially those transitioning to Year 7. Later 
in this update there is a letter from the RLP 
CEO, Sue Collings, including an update on 
progress with the impressive transformation 
of Tring School. We are also looking for-
ward to welcoming Dundale Primary into the 
Ridgeway Learning Partnership from      
September.  
 
As you will have seen from recent updates, 
Mrs. Wilson and the team are already in full 
flow to prepare for our return to school in 
September (I refuse to use the word 
‘normal’!). We continue to evolve our       
approach, integrating all the best things we 
have learnt over the past 18 months into our 
established best practice so that we can  
deliver the very best learning experience for 
our children.  
 
Even with the international travel rules     
requiring code-breaking skills, not seen since 
Alan Turing, and weather that suggests any 
visit to a British beach may be best described 
as ‘bracing’, I do hope everyone gets to  
enjoy their summer holidays safely and I look 
forward to welcoming everyone back to 
Grove Road in September. 
 
 
Julian Cacchioli 
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Get in Touch 

Do you have something you 
would like to discuss further or 
would like us to include in  fu-

ture issues of this newsletter?   

Sharon Wilson, Head teacher: 

head@groveroad.herts.sch.uk 

Governing Body: 

governors@groveroad.herts.sch.uk 

If you don’t wish to email, please 
call the school office on 01442 
822056 and leave a message.  
We will call you back as soon as 

possible. We hope you find this publication useful. 
We have tried to include information to 
give you more of an insight into how the 

school is run, our priorities for the year 

and what we want to achieve.  

A Message from Julian Cacchioli Chair of Governors 
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As term draws to a close and another academic year 
finishes I felt it was important to share an update with 
you about the Ridgeway Learning Partnership.   
As you know we are made up of Grove Road Primary, 
Tring School,  and Tring Sports Centre.  In addition the 
governors at Dundale have voted to join the RLP from 
the 1st September 2021 and we have been working 
closely with the school for the last few months. 
The majority of the year has naturally been centred on 
managing the pandemic within the school community 
and this has been no small task; planning, re-planning 
and then repeating it all again has been incredibly 
tough and tiring, yet the school leaders, staff in all 
schools and the sports centre have done this meticulous-
ly. In addition there has been the establishment of  
bubbles, creating one-way systems, monitoring the  
local situation and reacting to it immediately when a 
positive case arises.  I’m very aware of the number of 
people that have faced isolation in recent weeks and 
the pressures this has put on families.  However, if it 
contains the virus and prevents the spread then it keeps 
everyone safer. 
Whilst Covid 19 has been dominating our lives, we 
have also been making huge strides forward  in our 
schools.  I believe that out of difficult situations we find 
new ways to do things and we are regenerating, re-
newing and reconnecting with our work differently.   
The students have been phenomenal and have 
adapted quickly as children do to new ways of    

working.  Of course, we are all particularly mindful of any 
mental health impact and have systems in place to support 
them. They have naturally been very technologically savvy 
and use chromebooks and new software packages with 
ease.  Attendance in our schools has been very good with 
97% in Grove Road. 
The staff have been so determined to maintain their usual 
high standards whilst flexing between on-line and face to 
face delivery.  They have been working on curriculum   
developments and different assessment methodology. 
Both schools work very closely together and share a num-
ber of projects to support teaching and learning. 
The Governors and Trustees have been supporting the 
schools, the sports centre and the new build throughout the 
year and their support and guidance to the school leaders 
and staff across the trust has been unwavering.  
More recently trips and visits have started to reo-
pen. Grove Road saw their year 6’s go on their PGL     
residential. This was no small achievement given the amount 
of additional health and safety checks that were need-
ed. Tring School has had a couple of activity days and an 
Extended Learning Day was planned with visits but this has 
been postponed to next year.  As always these events  
create lifetime memories and schools love being able to 
offer them. 
Finally, I want to wish you all a relaxing, safe and happy 
summer break.   
Sue Collings 

CEO 

A Message from Sue Collings CEO of the RLP 

Tring New Build Update 

If you walk along Mortimer Hill you cannot fail to see the progress being made with the new build at Tring 
School. The project also includes the new sports centre, changing rooms and an activity studio which will be bene-
ficial for the wider community in the near future as well as pupils in the Ridgeway Learning Partnership. Pupils at 
Grove Road have been able to make good use of the new swimming pool this year.  The Sports Centre manager 
is already planning activities for when it is open and you’ll hear about those via the usual channels - Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and the RLP website. 
 
The new build is planned for completion in January 2022. The company, Bowmer and Kirkland have worked 
very closely with the team at Tring and the DfE to enhance plans and provision.  Tring are also investing capital 
into the project and will be fundraising in the new academic year.  We are keen to help where we can to sup-
port this investment in your children’s future.  It is going to be the most amazing provision for all RLP pupils going 
forward.  

The new block, replacing the 

block closest to  

Mortimer Hill.  
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Parent Opinion Survey 

 

Although the response rate was low this year, with only 46 responses, it was really helpful to get a view on 
parent perspectives. It’s been a tricky year and your support has been invaluable to the team at Grove Road. 

Your comments and feedback all help to inform our school priorities  for the next 12 months. 

Parent Survey Questions 2019 2021 

I am kept well informed about school activities and receive enough infor-

mation generally about the school. 
91% 96% 

The school has a happy and welcoming atmosphere 100% 93% 

I find it easy to approach teachers at the school with questions about my 

child. 
87% 87% 

The school gives parents a clear indication of what is taught and how.  94% 93% 

Communication about my child’s attainment and progress helps me to un-

derstand their next steps. 
80% 80% 

My child is making good progress at school. 94% 91% 

My child enjoys attending and being part of the school. 96% 96% 

My child feels safe at school. 100% 96% 

I would recommend the school to family and friends. 99% 96% 

If there is a problem, my child knows who to talk to and feels listened to. 87% 84% 

The school is well lead and managed 97% 98% 

I feel the school responds well to concerns that I raise 93% 95% 

I have been kept well informed about the steps the school has put in place 

throughout the pandemic.  
New question 100% 

The provision the school has put in place throughout the pandemic has sup-

ported my child’s needs and their education 
New question 94% 

The school helps my child work hard to achieve their best.  New question 94% 

Although very positive, in some areas we can see the impact that the pandemic and lockdown has had on parent 
perspectives.  We remain optimistic that in September things will feel more typical and we can resume more face 

to face contact.   

In addition to parent consultations and a written school report, you will now have received some further end of 
year assessment information so that you can get an idea of the progress your child has made this year.  You will 
also find that the new website has a comprehensive suite of documents to help you understand what is taught when 

in each subject and year group. 

https://www.groveroad.herts.sch.uk/38/curriculum-overview 

The disruption over the last year and a half has had an impact on progress and attainment in areas such as writing, 
where pupils are working to rebuild their stamina and independence. We have added to our staffing for the com-
ing year to provide additional booster support for all year groups in KS1 and KS2. Teacher assessment informs 
planning and provision so we can continue to provide a personalised provision for every child to provide support 

and challenge to move children forward in their learning.  

The children continue to demonstrate exceptional resilience and they are determined to do the best they can, show-

ing really positive learning behaviours and high levels of engagement.  

Thanks again to the parents who completed the survey, your views are really important to us. 

https://www.groveroad.herts.sch.uk/38/curriculum-overview


School Priorities 2021/22 

The 2021/22 school improvement plan will focus on 
taking the school forward after an unusual 18 
months of disruption to routines and planned      
activities.   
The team have maintained a strategic focus 
throughout and pupil outcomes have remained 
strong but we know there is work to do.  
Going forward we are keen to re-establish aspects 
of the curriculum and wider school experiences that 
have been disrupted due to COVID-19, such as 
sports fixtures, trips and performances.   
Core priorities for Grove Road in 2021/22 are:  
 

 Writing  - to build writing stamina in KS2 and 

independence in KS1. There will also be a focus on 
“Talk for Writing” to build the link between oracy 

and written composition.  

 Diminishing the Difference - to rebuild confi-
dence and resilience for all pupils, so that every 
pupil has the opportunity to make progress in all 

aspects of their learning. 

Curriculum development  - enhance the well     
sequenced curriculum in all subjects, so that pupils 
enjoy a rich and engaging learning journey, with 
the opportunity to develop knowledge and skills 
right across the curriculum. 
 
It’s going to be really important to maximise oppor-
tunities for learning right across the curriculum, to 
get the most from the time we have the children in 
school. In addition to a focus on getting back up to 
speed with writing, we also want the children to ex-
perience a vibrant and engaging curriculum to   
ensure that the arts, humanities and sport sit at the 
heart of their school experience. Trips and enrich-
ment opportunities will be a crucial part of helping 
the children bring their learning to life and         
developing their resilience and confidence to have 
a go, make mistakes and move forward.  
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Although SATs and formal national assessments did 
not take place this year, the staff have been     
running assessments to determine where the children 
are and what gaps we will need to address.  
 
Year 6 are leaving us ready for KS3 and outcomes 
across the year group are very strong, with results 
aligned with the targets we set in September. This 
is a credit to Year 6 who have maintained their 
progress and attainment despite two lockdowns in 
the last year and a half.  
 
The impact of the two lockdowns are reflected most 
in the dip in the number of pupils exceeding age 
related expectations in writing.  This is mirrored 
across the school and highlights the challenge of 
motivating and guiding the children to write during 
lockdown.  
 
Reading  
91% achieved the expected standard 
51% achieved greater depth 
 
Writing 
85% achieved the expected standard 
29% achieved greater depth 
 
Maths 
88% achieved the expected standard 
40% achieved greater depth 
 
Huge congratulation to Year 6 who have shown 
exceptional determination and resilience in the face 
of lockdowns, on-line learning and a very different 
end to their career at Grove Road than anyone 
expected.  
They move onto Year 7 ready for their next phase 
of education and we are very proud of them! 

KS2 Results 2021 
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What a year it’s been! 

 

You can catch up on 
the year for your 

child by looking at 
all the pictures that 

have been          
uploaded to the 
classroom stream 

this year.  
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What a year... but still lots going on!  
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Here’s to 2021/22!  


