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Catch-up Funding 

Back On Track Strategy for Grove Road Primary 
 

 

 

At Grove Road the aim is to target the DfE Catch Up grant funding to support pupils who 

have struggled during this extended period of school disruption to get back on track and 

regain their confidence. 

Under the umbrella phrase ‘catch-up’ our offer comprises of a pedagogical approach that 

includes  precision teaching, re-focusing; pre-teaching and over learning to support learners 

who need additional support to absorb and access concepts and ideas that are crucial 

building blocks in their learning. 

In addition to bespoke small group or one-to-one teaching for vulnerable learners, there will 
be an underlying need for all pupils to receive a revised curriculum that recognises what was 
taught well on-line, and what may have been missed during the period of partial school 
closure. Quality whole class teaching will be essential in ensuring gains for all through 
careful use of assessment for learning and differentiation to ensure the right scaffolds and 
support are in place to help vulnerable learners get back on track.  

Pace will be crucial but rushing is not going to help anyone, especially the most 
disadvantaged. If schools go about trying to make up for the ground lost by racing through the 
curriculum content missed during this period then disappointment, frustration and inevitably 
fatigue will follow. If we really want to address the learning needs of all pupils that will have 
mounted exponentially during this time of extended school absence, then we need to think 
beyond ‘catch-up’. Instead of quick-fire interventions and whistle-stop tours of curriculum 
content, what will be required is a significant re-thinking of expectations and curriculum 
planning approaches over the next few terms. As well as awareness and strategic planning 
for the possibility of on-going disruption to attendance.  

How is it intended that the grant will be spent? 

 

The grant has been allocated to subsidise the costs of projects being implemented to help 

students ‘reconnect’ with their learning upon theior return to school, as well as during periods 

of  lockdown. The school has received £80 per pupil in KS1 and KS2, which equates to 

£32,000 for Grove Road. (25% in the autumn term, a further 33% in the spring term and 

42% in the summer 2021). Projects to support learners include: 

 

● CPD and resources for staff to support the back on track curriculum and expertise in 

remote learning via Google Classroom. 

● Additional devices have been purchased for school as well as allocation of devices 

for home use to boost pupil access and familiarity with on-line learning throughout so 

that when remote provision is required all pupils and parents are familiar and 

confident to make an immediate transition. 

● Additional support with student wellbeing via counselling services and 1:1 

conferencing from Circle Therapy, Drawing & Talking therapy and Lego therapy for 

pupils identified.  
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● Small Garden model in Y5 and Y6 where we employ 2.6 FTE teachers for 60 pupils, 

in addition to high TA ratios, enabling small group booster provision as part of quality 

first teaching provision.  

● Additional teacher (0.2) in KS1 to support booster provision.  

 

The initiatives above are in addition to the regular conferencing, differentiation and guided 

support available to all learners at Grove Road as part of our inclusive and personalised 

provision. High ratios of TA support, provide additional support, particularly in year groups 

outside Y2, Y5 & Y6 which have been prioritised based on cohort profiles (2020/21) 

 

Additional costs being part funded by the catch up grant: 

 

Catch Up Projects Spending (including on-
costs) 

Year 6  
Additional booster teacher 3 
days pw 

£46,176 

Year 5  
Additional booster teacher 2 
days pw  

£27,352 

KS1  
Additional booster teacher 1 
day pw 

£14,300 

Back on Track HfL planning 
rescorces for English and 
Maths (EYs, KS1 & KS2)  

£3,000 

Clicker licences to support 
SEND learners across the 
school 

£1,620 

Additional Chromebook 
purchases 

£6400 

Total Additional spend = £98,848 

 

 

How will the effect of this expenditure on attainment of those pupils at school will be 

assessed? 

Regular assessment and tracking will inform monitoring and evaluation of pupil progress and 

attainment. Although external tests have been suspended again for 2021, the school will go 

ahead with summative assessment benchmarking, as well as regular formative assessments 

through marking, questioning, and conferencing.  

 

The previous lockdown (March to June 2020) seemed to result in a 10% drop in attainment 

against previous benchmarks. Our goal is to reduce that gap as well as ensure pupil well-

being and mental health is supported.  

 

 

 

 

 


