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Welcome to our SEND Information Report. On these pages you should be able to find the answers to frequently 

asked questions relating to what the school offers for children with a Special Educational Needs. At Grove Road 

Primary School, our ethos is “Growing and Achieving Together” and all children can expect an inclusive and well 

adapted education. Some children may need additional support during their time with us, while a few children will 

require more precise individualised support. 



What is it like to be a pupil with SEND at Grove Road Primary School?

‘Provision for pupils with SEND is a strength at this school. Leaders have invested in additional adult support and they 
have worked closely with teachers to ensure that pupils’ additional needs are met. Pupils’ needs are identified early on 

and leaders work well with outside agencies and with parents. As a result, pupils with special educational needs are 
being prepared well for the next stage in learning and in life.’ OFSTED, May 2022.

‘I like having the 
Reading Toolkit with 

me to support me 
with my reading 

strategies.’ Y4 pupil.

‘Working on my spelling 
with an adult helps me 

improve because it 
supports me with learning 
the pattern of a word and 

identifying the phonics 
within the words.’ Y6 pupil.

‘School is so much 
fun! I love the clubs 
and playing with my 

friends.’ Y5 pupil.

‘I like routines and I don’t 
like it when things change. 

My teachers update the  
visual timetable and my 
now and next board to  

prepare me for change.’
Y2 pupil.



Introduction

All Hertfordshire schools have a similar approach to meeting the needs of pupils with Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities (SEND) and are supported by the Local Authority (LA) to ensure that all pupils, regardless of their specific 

needs, make the best possible progress in school and are given equal opportunities.  All schools are supported to be as 

inclusive as possible, with the needs of pupils with SEND being met in a mainstream setting wherever possible.

The four broad areas of need are identified as:

➢ Communication and Interaction

➢ Cognition and Learning

➢ Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties

➢ Sensory and Physical Needs



What is the Local Offer?

The Children and Families Bill requires local authorities and schools to publish and keep under review information about

services they expect to be available for the children and young people with SEND aged 0 – 25. This is the Local Offer.

The intention of the Local Offer is to improve choice and transparency for families. It is also an important resource for

parents and carers in understanding the range of services and provision available in the local area.

To find out about the local authority’s local offer of services and provision for children and young people with SEND click

on the links below:

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/the-hertfordshire-local-offer.aspx

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/the-hertfordshire-local-offer.aspx


Please click on the questions below for more information about the Local Offer 
from Grove Road Primary School and how we can support you and your child.

16. Where can I find out about the local authority’s local 
offer of services and provision for children with SEND?

15.How is the decision made about how much support my 
child will receive?

11. How accessible is the school environment?

9. How will I be involved in discussions about planning for 
my child’s education?

2. How will school staff support my child?

6. What training have the staff, supporting children and 
young people with SEND, had or are having ?

8. How will you help me to support my child’s learning?

4. How will the learning and development provision be 
matched to my child’s needs ?

1. How does the school know if the children/young people 
need extra help and what  should I do if I think my child 

may have special educational needs?

7. What specialist services and expertise are available at or 
accessed by the school?

13. How will the school prepare and support my child to 
join the school, transfer to a new school ?

12 Who can I contact for further information?

14. How will the school’s resources allocated and matched 
to children’s special educational needs?

5. What support will there be for my child’s overall 
wellbeing?

10. How will my child be included in activities outside the 
classroom including school trips?

3. How will I know how my child is doing?



How does the school know if my child needs extra help ?

At different times in their school life, a child may have a special educational need or disability (SEND). The Code of Practice

2014 defines SEND as follows:

“A child or young person may have SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special education provision to

be made for him or her. A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty if he or she:

a) has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or;

b) Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of the facilities of a kind generally provided for others of

the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions.”

Where a child’s progress is significantly slower than that of their peers, or fails to match 
their previous rate of progress, despite high quality teaching targeted at specific areas of 
difficulty, it may be that they have SEND.  

Information will be gathered, including seeking the views of parents and the child, as well as 
from teachers and assessments.

We follow the ‘Assess-Plan-Do-Review’ model of intervention and support and include the 
child and parents in this process.



How will the staff at Grove Road Primary School support my child?

• Class Teachers ensure that Grove Road’s SEND Policy is followed in their classroom and for all the children they teach with SEND. They

check on the progress of every child and identify, plan and deliver any additional help a child may need in liaison with the Inclusion Team;

share and review One Page Pupil Profiles with parents or carers at least once each term; personalise teaching and learning as identified on

the year group’s Provision Maps and in individual learning targets.

• We have a strong team of teaching support staff who may also provide additional support, working with individual children or small

groups. This team includes Early Years Practitioners and Teaching Assistants.

• Debbie Lamb is the school’s Head of Inclusion. Working closely with the other members of the Inclusion Team, she tracks

and evaluates the quality and impact of the provision in place to meet the needs of vulnerable learners.

• Jade Hanley is the school’s designated Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo). She is responsible for the leadership

and day-to-day management of SEND provision.

• Gemma Sainsbury is the school’s Inclusion and Pastoral Support Coordinator and her time is allocated specifically to

support vulnerable learners as well as liaising with parents, outside agencies and supporting staff to ensure the right

interventions and support are in place.

• Sharon Wilson, the Headteacher, has overall responsibility for provision for children with SEND.

• Janet Langdon is the school’s designated SEND governor. She has an oversight of the SEND profile at Grove Road, liaises with the Inclusion

Team and shares updates with the governing body.



How will I know how my child is doing and how will the school help me to 
support my child’s learning?

Your child’s progress will be continually monitored by his/her class teacher and this will be reviewed termly formally at Pupil 
Progress Meetings. Should your child start to fall behind in their progress then additional support may be given and this is 
monitored closely. 

If your child is on the SEN Register, they will have a One Page Pupil Profile (OPPP).  You and your child can work with the 
class teacher to create this document. It will capture what your child enjoys, what is important to know about them and  
strategies to support them. Where appropriate, some children will have with individual learning targets.  Regular termly 
reviews will take place with you and your child to ensure that the OPPP is update and to discuss their progress and whether 
interventions are having the intended impact. 

A very small number of children with exceptional and significant special educational needs will have an Educational Health 
Care Plan.  The progress of children with an Education, Health and Care Plan will be formally reviewed at an Annual Review 
with all adults involved in their education.

Our Headteacher and Inclusion Team carefully monitor the progress of children with SEND, liaising regularly with the SEND
Governor, Janet Langdon. OFSTED also look at the progress of children with SEND.

Grove Road Primary School has high aspirations for all pupils and monitors their progress carefully. 

If, following parental consultation, it is decided that your child has special educational needs, they will be put on the 
school’s SEN Register.  They will be identified as receiving ‘K - School Support’ on the school system. 



How will the learning and development provision be matched to my child’s needs?

At Grove Road Primary School, we recognise our responsibility to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all children. We
are committed to ensuring that pupils with SEND are given equal opportunities to take part in all aspects of the school’s 
provision, as far as is appropriate. 

Class teachers will:

• Set suitable learning challenges 

• Respond to children’s diverse learning needs

• Identify and overcome potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of children

The school adapts and scaffolds on a number of levels to meet individual needs. 

Any additional support will be tailored to meet the child’s needs and will target their area of difficulty.  This support may be provided in class 

or in another area of the school on a one-to-one basis or as part of a small group of children with similar needs.  These interventions may be 

run by the Teacher or a Teaching Assistant. We follow the ‘Assess, Plan, Do, Review’ model.

Lessons are adapted for pupils where necessary by, for 

example, adapting the learning environment; using groupings; 

adapting work; resources; deploying adult support; 

technology; specialist equipment etc.  This is so that pupils 

with identified SEND are able to access the learning.  

Teachers also use scaffolds. Scaffolds are strategies (for 

example word banks, sentence starters, maths resources, 

video models) which are used to move pupils progressively 

towards stronger understanding and ultimately greater 

independence in the learning process.  



What support will there be for my child’s overall well-being?

We are a happy school. The children’s health – both physical and mental - and emotional well-being is of paramount

importance and the school has clear policies around things such as medical needs and behaviour (these can be found on the

school website). We follow a structured PSHE programme and include opportunities for mindfulness. Part of our school

ethos is to get to know our children well and to this end we undertake pupil conferencing and pupil voice on a regular basis.

A few children may require the support of a social group, an individual medical or care plan, mentoring, counselling or other

specialist input.



What training have the staff supporting SEND had 
or what training are they having?

Grove Road Primary School provides training and support to enable all staff to improve the teaching and learning of

all children, including those with SEND. This includes training in:

• Autism and ADHD

• Behaviour Strategies, including Hertfordshire STEPS, a positive behaviour management approach

• Choking and swallowing

• Drawing and Talking

• English and maths interventions

• First Aid training, (including Paediatric First Aiders, allergy and asthma awareness.)

• Interventions to support speech and language development

• Makaton signing

• Mental health and well-being

• Mindfulness

• Moving and handling training

• Phonics and spellings

• Specific Learning Difficulties

Training is refreshed regularly and opportunities for additional training are sought to ensure that staff have an

up to date working knowledge of SEND issues and current legislation.



What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school?

Where difficulties persist despite high quality interventions and appropriate adjustments, advice and support may be

requested from other professionals with the consent of parents or carers. Grove Road Primary School has developed

effective partnerships with external support services and other agencies. These play an important part in helping the

school identify, assess, plan and make provision for all pupils with additional needs. These include:

• Advisory teachers from specialisms such as EYFS; Physical and Neurological Team; Visual Impairment Team; Specific Learning 

Difficulties; Communication and Autism Team 

• Attendance Improvement Officer

• Dacorum Educational Support Centre (DESC)

• Educational Psychologist

• Family Support Workers (Dacorum Family Support Services)

• Occupational Therapists and Physiotherapists 

• Speech and Language Therapist 

• Specific Learning Difficulties Base

• School Nurse/Health Visitor

• Woodfield School Outreach

• ADD-Vance – ADHD and Autism

We are also very proud to be part of the 
Ridgeway Learning Partnership. 

Staff from Grove Road, Tring Secondary and 
Dundale Primary can share knowledge and 
expertise, training and resources across the 

Multi-Academy Trust. 



How will the school help me to support my child’s learning?

All children receive Home Learning via year group Google Classrooms, which varies in content, length and frequency 

by age group and ability.  Provision is also made for pupils without access to technology at home. 

Curriculum workshops are normally held throughout the year to offer guidance to parents in order to help them 

support their children at home.  If you need further advice on supporting your child’s learning, please talk to your 

child’s teacher.

The Curriculum tab of our school website has a wealth of 

information about our approaches to learning. Simply click on 

the link below:

https://www.groveroad.herts.sch.uk/38/curriculum-overview

https://www.groveroad.herts.sch.uk/38/curriculum-overview


How will I be involved in discussions about planning for my child’s education?

In the school year, in addition to regular invitations to come into class (e.g Family Learning and Busy Fingers in EYFS), parents and 

carers of all children are invited to consultation meetings where they receive information about how to support their child’s learning. 

They receive a full written report towards the end of the Spring Term and there is an annual open evening in the Summer Term.

In addition to these regular chances to discuss your child’s progress, the school operates an open door policy and teaching staff can 

be met with informally or formally. If you would like a longer or private meeting, or one involving a member of the Inclusion Team or 

Senior Leadership Team, please make an appointment via the school office. These meetings may take place in the Inclusion Office,

which is located at the end of the KS2 building by the Forest School area.

Parents are also invited to comment on the School Information Report. The Local Governing Body has parent governors on it, 

providing strategic leadership and acting as a ‘critical friend’ to support the work of the school.



How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips?

At Grove Road Primary School, we believe that all 

children are entitled to the same access to extra-

curricular activities and are committed to making 

reasonable adjustments to ensure participation 

for all.

Please contact a member of the Inclusion Team if 

your child has any specific requirements for extra-

curricular activities.



How accessible is the school environment?

Grove Road is an old building and as improvements have been made, so too has access.

• The school is fully compliant with the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act.

• Regular checks are carried out at Grove Road Primary School to ensure that there is accessibility for all.

• We have a disabled toilet in each part of the school and the building is wheelchair accessible.

• Parents are encouraged to talk to the school to meet individual requirements, such as communication with parent carers 

whose first language is not English.

• Please contact a member of the Inclusion Team if your child has any specific requirements.



Who can I contact for further information?

Your child’s teacher is always the first person who you should contact if you have any concerns about your child. The 

Special Educational Needs Coordinator is Jade Hanley. She is always happy to talk to you if you have concerns about 

your child’s needs. There is also further information about other organisations who can help on the final page of this 

document. 

We care about what you think

Each day our school makes many decisions and tries our hardest to do the 

very best for all the children. Your comments are helpful for future planning. 

Please contact the school to share any feedback you might have. If you do 

not receive the response you had hoped for, you might find further advice 

in our SEND Policy or the school complaints procedure, which can be found 

on our school website: 

https://www.groveroad.herts.sch.uk/

https://www.groveroad.herts.sch.uk/


How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, transfer to a 
new setting or the next stage of education?

Transition is a part of life for all children, whether it involves moving to a new class or moving to a new school. We

recognise that transition is an important time for all children, but especially so for a child with SEND. We work closely

with parents, children and staff to ensure these transitions run as smoothly as possible.

Planning for transitions within the school will take place in the Summer Term. Arrangements for transition to secondary

school for pupils with SEND will be planned according to the individual’s needs.

During Year 6, transition information will be shared with the SENCo at their next school. This

information will outline needs and support that has proven effective. Where possible,

children will visit their new school; staff from the new school will visit him or her at Grove

Road Primary School or staff from Grove Road will accompany the child on visits to their next

school.



How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s 
Special Educational Needs? 

The school’s SEND budget is mostly used to provide additional staff 

support or resources that will directly benefit children with SEND. In a very 

few cases the school will apply for, and be granted, High Needs Funding 

from the Local Authority budget. This funding is allocated to a particular 

child and the school may use it in whichever way most benefits that child. 



How is the decision made about the type and how much support 
my child will receive?

If a child is identified as having SEND, we will provide support that is additional to,

or different from, the adapted approaches and learning arrangements normally

provided as part of the high quality, personalised teaching intended to overcome

the barrier to their learning. This support is set out in year group provision maps.

When providing support that is additional to or different from we engage in the

graduated approach in a four-stage process: Assess, Plan, Do and Review.

While the majority of children with SEND will have their needs met in this way,

some with exceptional and significant needs may require an Education, Health and

Care needs assessment to determine whether it is necessary for the Local Authority

to make provision in accordance with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP.)



Where can I find out about the local authority’s local offer of services and 
provision for children with SEND? 

Local authorities must publish a Local Offer, setting out in one place information about provision they expect to be 

available across education, health and social care for children and young people in their area who have SEN or are 

disabled, including those who do not have Education, Health and Care (EHC) plans. www.hertsdirect.org/localoffer

Special Educational Needs and Disability Information Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS)

• SENDIASS is an impartial service funded by Hertfordshire County Council.

• Their expertise and training in special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), and disagreement resolution help them
to help parents.

• They offer a personalised, confidential service to help parents understand how special educational needs are assessed
and managed, so that they can make informed decisions about their child’s education.

• Tel: 01992-555847

• Email: sendiass@Hertfordshire.gov.uk

• Website: cyp.iassnetwork.org.uk/

Other useful contact: 

• www.kids.org.uk. A charity that works with disabled children, young people and their families.

http://www.hertsdirect.org/localoffer
mailto:sendiass@Hertfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.kids.org.uk/

