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          10th February 2022 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carers 
 
The online safety of your children is paramount here at Grove Road School where we understand 
the need for safe internet access and appropriate use, both in school and at home. The children's 
online habits, apps and the games they use are changing constantly and we are always looking for 
ways to reduce their exposure to unsafe materials and environments, while working and playing 
online.  
 
The recent Safer Internet Day 2022 highlighted the need for respect online and reviewed online 
behaviours and how to manage these. We know that the children get a lot of enjoyment from using 
a variety of online apps and games; however, the majority of these are unfortunately not age 
appropriate and will potentially be putting your children at a greater risk of online harm and abuse. 
 
We have listed below the popular apps and games that students at Grove Road Primary School 
have said they are using and the minimum age PEGI rating.  
Below that we have then provided a list of more age appropriate alternatives to review and discuss 
with your children, to ensure that they are safer while online.  
 
Popular sites/games amongst our students: 

● TikTok (minimum age 13) 

● Snapchat (minimum age 13) 

● Whatsapp (minimum age 16) 

● Instagram (minimum age 13) 

● Discord (minimum age 13) 

● YouTube (minimum age 13) 

● Twitch (minimum age 13) 

● Fortnite (minimum age 12) 

● Warface (minimum age 16) 

● Call of Duty (minimum age 18) 

*Steam (a common platform/store for PC games) requires you to be 13 years of age for an account 
regardless of the age rating of the games you wish to play. 
 
Age Appropriate alternatives; 

● ZigaZoo Just like TikTok in that there are challenges and dances, but the sign-up process 

is more secure and the content is moderated both automatically and by humans to ensure it 

is safe for school-age children. 

● SnapKidz Simply create a Snapchat account using your child’s correct birthdate and it will 

provide a limited amount of features. 

● PopJam Has similar editing features to Instagram and you can comment/follow but it has 

stricter moderation and has working hours. 

● ChatFoss This social media app can only be accessed if you have each other’s ID. On it, 

you can share images and texts. 
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● Messenger Kids Has all the features of Facebook Messenger but is ad-free and COPPA 

compliant (COPPA imposes certain requirements on operators of websites or online 

services directed to children under 13 years of age) 

● KidoodleTV This has live streams that are suitable for school-age children 

● YouTube KIds. This only allows content marked as child-friendly by YouTube and has 

parental controls. You have to download the separate app from the Play or App Store. 

 
If you would like further information, there are a wealth of weblinks on the Grove Road website that 
provide access to helplines as well as really useful hints and tips to navigate apps and games 
safely online. 
 
We hope this helps you in your decision-making about your children’s internet use and gives you 
peace of mind that your children are enjoying their time more online safely.  
 
Yours Faithfully 
 
 
 
Mr Francis and Miss Pavlik 
Computing  
 
 
 

 


