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7th March 2022 

HOME LEARNING ARRANGEMENTS 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We wanted to keep you informed about some updates and adaptations to Home Learning coming 
in the Summer Term. We want to trial a different structure in order to raise engagement levels and 
secure learning, whilst making this manageable for pupils and parents 
 
Sorry for the extended letter but we wanted to ensure the rationale and expectations were clear 
and transparent. We know that as a large primary school, parents will have different views about 
Home Learning and there is no one size that will fit all. Some of you will want more and some of 
you may feel less is needed. We hope that by focusing on key skills and building a secure 
foundation, this will further support good progress and a love of learning.  
 

Reasons for the changes:  
● Engagement in Home Learning has not been as high this year  
● To support our pupils in catching up and consolidating the building blocks of learning 
● To raise the profile, importance and engagement of reading  
● To ensure Home Learning supports and consolidates the learning in school  
● To ensure Home Learning is manageable and beneficial for pupils and parents/carers 
● To introduce and raise the importance of Knowledge Organisers as effective learning tools  
● To develop independence and organisational skills 
 

The report from the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) states that regular 
engagement with Home Learning:  
● Has a positive impact on pupil progress (+5 months) 
● When linked to classroom work it is even more effective  
 

What do we know as a school?  
 
Following the periods of remote learning during lockdown, we know that pupils at Grove were really 
engaged in learning and we are extremely grateful for the support from parents and carers for their 
partnership endeavours in making Google Classroom a success. However, we have identified 
gaps in key learning and we want to pare back our Home Learning to really focus on some 
essential building blocks for learning and support the learning recovery.  
 

What will Home Learning look like?  

The main focus of Home learning will be to develop, practise and consolidate key knowledge, skills 
and understanding in a range of skills across the curriculum.  

Home Learning in Maths will be set weekly and will consolidate learning from the previous week in 
school. Many of these tasks will be set via an online portal.  

Home learning will be a combination of formal exercises to support progress but may also include 
activities to be completed in collaboration with or supported by family members. This might include 
reading, researching or teaching another member of the family something they have learnt or using 
Knowledge Organisers to quiz and learn key vocabulary and facts about dates, people, places etc. 
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which will in turn support their learning in school. Learning of key words, spelling and calculation 
facts may also be sent home for children to practise. 
 
Home learning in Maths and English will be set on a Wednesday and will need to be returned the 
following Monday. This gives pupils the option of a weekend to complete Home Learning. 
Teachers will follow up with pupils and parents/ carers if Home Learning is not completed regularly.   

 
Reception  
The key focus in Early Years is on reading. This is an essential skill our pupils need and so it is 
important children are heard reading or are read to on a daily basis. In Reception we will also 
provide a grid of additional learning opportunities and ideas for those parents/ carers that wish to 
do more.  

 
 

Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2)  - Home Learning Timetable  

 Task set  Due in  Expectations 

Reading Reading Records will be checked at least 

weekly by the class teacher or teaching 
assistant.  

To read or share a text at 

least 5x a week  

Short Writing Task Tasks are set weekly 
and sent out on a 
Wednesday  

To be returned to 
school by the Monday 
of the following week  

KS1 to hand write in their 
‘writing books’ in order to 
develop their letter formation 
and handwriting style.  

Maths  Tasks are set weekly 
and sent out on a 

Wednesday  

To be completed by 
the Monday of the 

following week  

Submit work through the 
MyMaths platform 

https://www.mymaths.co.uk/  

Knowledge 
Organisers  

To be sent out at the beginning of the half term. 
Knowledge Organisers will cover a range of 
subjects being taught e.g. Science, History, RE, 
Geography  

Learn the information on the 
Knowledge Organiser. Quiz 
and test each other at home 
to retrieve key information 
from memory.  

 

Key Stage Two (Years 3 and 4) - Home Learning Timetable  

 Task set  Due in  Expectations 

Reading Reading Records will be checked on a weekly 
basis by the class teacher or teaching assistant.  

To read or share a text at 
least 5x a week (digital text or 
a hard copy) 

Short Writing Task  Tasks are set weekly 
and sent out on a 

Wednesday  

To be returned to 
school by the Monday 

of the following week  

Completed in their writing 
Home Learning books, with a 

focus on handwriting and 
letter formation.  

Maths  Tasks are set weekly 
and sent out on a 
Wednesday  

To be returned to 
school by the Monday 
of the following week  

The focus will be on learning 
their times tables up to 12x12 
and a recall of facts at speed. 
They will use Times Table 

Rockstars 
https://ttrockstars.com/ or 
Mathsframe 
https://mathsframe.co.uk/  
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At least three times a week.  

Knowledge 
Organisers  

To be sent out at the beginning of the half term. 
Knowledge Organisers will cover a range of 

subjects being taught e.g. Science, History, RE, 
Geography  

Learn the information on the 
Knowledge Organiser. Quiz 

and test each other  at home 
to retrieve key information 
from memory.  

 

Key Stage Two (Years 5 and 6) 
Home Learning Timetable  

 Task set  Due in  Expectations 

Reading Reading Records will be checked at least 
weekly  by the class teacher or teaching 

assistant.  

To read or share a text at 
least 5x a week (digital text or 

a hard copy) 

Short Writing Task  Tasks are set 

fortnightly and sent 
out on a Wednesday  

To be returned to 
school by the Monday 
of the following week  

Completed in their Writing 
Home Learning books.  

Spelling, Grammar 
and Punctuation  

Tasks are set 

fortnightly and sent 
out on a Wednesday 

To be completed by 
the Monday of the 
following week  

Pupils will be set learning 
from https://www.spag.com/ 
to be submitted online.  

Maths  Tasks are set weekly 
and sent out on a 

Wednesday  

To be completed by  
the Monday of the 

following week  

https://www.mymaths.co.uk/ 
Learning set and completed 

on MyMaths to consolidate 
learning in school.  

Knowledge 
Organisers  

To be sent out at the beginning of the half term. 
Knowledge Organisers will cover a range of 
subjects being taught e.g. Science, History, RE, 
Geography 

Learn the information on the 
Knowledge Organiser. Quiz 
and test each other at home 
to retrieve key information 

from memory.  

 

English - Reading Focus  
Reading is an essential life skill. At Grove Road it is important that our pupils read regularly. This 
may only be for ten minutes a day but will have a great impact. We expect pupils to read at least 
five times a week. We ask parents to record in their reading records when they have read or  
shared a story together. Class teachers will check reading records regularly.  
We are fully committed to providing our students with numerous opportunities, support and 
resources to develop them as readers. We all know that reading is a crucial part of learning. We 
seek to make this an enjoyable experience.  

 
Early Years and Key Stage One Reading  
At this point in their learning journey, pupils will be reading from a scheme book. This is to 
consolidate the phonics teaching and learning in school. Pupils should have a 95% accuracy rate 
when reading,  if the book is correctly pitched. It is important that as well as decoding words, pupils 
understand and can both ask and answer questions about what they have read. It is important for 
pupils to grow in confidence and enjoy the success of a well pitched text. The texts used in 
school will be more complex and designed to challenge. The text being sent home is designed 
to consolidate their growing confidence. 
 
Key Stage Two Reading  
As a school, we are using the Accelerated Reader programme to support children’s reading 
engagement and progress. Accelerated Reader provides tools to ensure children are reading texts 
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at a suitable level for them, to maximise enjoyment, participation and confidence. Each child will 
complete termly assessments which will give them a ‘reading range’ (ZPD range). The children will 
then use their reading range (which is a number) to guide their book selection. Children can 
choose hard copy books or digital texts to read daily. 

 
School Library Texts: 
Children can choose a levelled reading book from our fully stocked library. Once the book is 
completed, children take a short quiz to assess their comprehension and this provides them with 
instant feedback on their progress. There is also a section of the school library which contains 
books which do not have a reading range and these can be selected if the children wish.  

 
myON digital texts: 
This personalised learning resource gives all pupils access to nearly 6000 digital library books 
matched to their reading interests and reading level. myON has books from every genre to engage 
even the most reluctant readers. All the texts aim to provide a magnificent learning experience and 
make reading fun, accessible from any internet enabled devices at home or in school. 
Once children have finished an Accelerated Reader book or myON digital book, they can take a 
short quiz to assess their comprehension. This provides them with instant feedback on their 
progress and they will also gain points depending on what book it is!  
Children will be expected to read at least five times a week. This can be online or reading books 
they have at home. Whatever they choose it needs to be recorded within their Reading Record and 
signed by a parent or guardian, to promote regular reading. 

 
English - Writing Focus/ (Spelling, grammar and Punctuation Y5/6 only) 
As a school, we are focusing on writing. Each child will have a ‘writing’ Home Learning book. 
These books should be presented as they would in school and pupils will work to ensure the 
handwriting is neat and legible (appropriate to their age and ability). 
 
Writing tasks will be short and will help pupils to further develop their writing skills in terms of 
spelling, grammar, punctuation, handwriting, vocabulary and content. These tasks will promote 
creativity and an opportunity to overlearn and refine skills learned in school.  
 
In Years 5 and 6 English tasks will alternate between a writing focused week and then a spelling, 
grammar and punctuation task the following week.  

 
Spellings 

Teachers will post a list of keywords on Google Classroom for the year group or age phase. 
Teachers will identify a selection of words from the list each week for pupils to focus on. Pupils can 
practise these spellings at home and try to apply this learning in their writing tasks. 
 
Maths  
Maths tasks will also be set weekly and focus on skills pupils are learning in school or skills that 
they need to support their Maths progression e.g. times tables, key facts - measures, time, shape. 
Over learning facts and mathematical methods really helps pupils to embed and deepen learning 
further so they can then apply this in other contexts.  

 
Knowledge Organisers  
During a half term, pupils will be given Knowledge Organisers in different curriculum areas. 
Knowledge Organisers are a summary of the key facts and essential knowledge that pupils need 
about a unit of work, theme or a curriculum subject. They are short documents which contain all 
the information broken down into easily digestible chunks.  
 
In making Knowledge Organisers part of the learning at home, it encourages parents/carers to be 
involved in the learning process and further understand what their child/ children are learning in 
school. At home, we would like children to work on learning key information and facts from  the 
Knowledge Organisers each week; This might prompt further discussion, questions, research or 



 

 

even visits you might organise as a family to learn more. Learning and revision of  these key facts 
and vocabulary will support your child when learning in school.  

 
Google Classroom 
Every pupil has a Google school email and will have access to an online, ‘Year Group Classroom’. 
All learning will be sent out on Google Classrooms with clear explanations, instructions and 
expectations.  
 
Maths and English tasks will be sent out on Google Classroom each week, on a Wednesday.  
Knowledge Organisers will be sent out at the beginning of the half term so pupils can begin to 
become acquainted with the information and facts they will be exploring further across the half 
term.  
 
Pupils who do not have the opportunity to work remotely will be provided with a Home Learning 
book in which to record their learning. Paper copies of all resources needed will also be provided 
for pupils without access to the internet. 
 
We hope to trial this revised approach over the Summer term and then seek feedback to review 
what is working well and where things could be adapted. As always, your support and help to 
navigate changes is greatly appreciated.  
 

 
Katie Reeve 
 

Deputy Headteacher  
 
 


